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Billboards are ubiquitous and often ugly. On some occasions they do provide helpful 

information, such as answering the question, “Does this exit have a McDonalds?” Mostly bill-
boards bombard us with images we really don’t want to see, selling us products or services 
we don’t want or need. Many of us who do a lot of travel by car think that our landscapes are 
cluttered by many unwanted and often outdated advertisements that block the scenery. 

 
Yes, I am one that likes looking out the car window. “Scenic” is in the eye of the be-

holder. Remember, I grew up surrounded by the flat, black earth of northern Illinois and corn 
fields. Operative word: flat.  I’m pretty easy when it comes to “scenic.” 

Church signs are a different story. We perk up when we see a witty message on a 
church sign.  

I was given a book titled Church Signs Across America by Steve and Pam Paulson. 
There is a range of photos of churches and signs with messages of theology and Bible vers-
es, those that attempt humor and those that attempt to make a point. 

I write “attempt” since “humor” and a “point of view” are like “beauty” – always in the 
eye of the beholder, or reader. Here are some examples from the book. 

 
Scripture, from Gethsemane Lutheran, Chalmette, Louisiana: 
 My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth. Psalm 

121:2 

 
Humor, from Westbrooke Church, Overland Park, Kansas: 
 Families are like Fudge…mostly Sweet, with a few Nuts! 

 
Point of View, from Wheatridge UMC, Wheatridge, Colorado: 
 Life is Change. Growth is Optional. 

 
This is the Season of Travel. As we travel near to the lakes and rivers of this lovely re-

gion we live in or when we travel far to other locations of God’s world, let us be open to signs 
any and everywhere [not just church signs or billboards] of God’s majesty, graciousness and 
promises of blessings.  

Should you see a church sign with a message that speaks to you, please share it with 
me and I will share it in a future newsletter.   

Signs of the movement of the Holy Spirit are out and about…let’s have ears and eyes 
open to hear and see! 
 

In the power and the peace of Jesus,  

Rev. Kemery Baldwin  



 





    Vice President, Luella Thomas, called the meeting to order to order on May 12th with 11 members in attend-

ance.  Cindy Wagemann gave the devotional titled, "Why the Caged Bird Sings."  The author observed that her 

pet canary, Chirpy, always had a "song in her heart" and would sing beautifully while in her cage, even when 

her she would be cleaning it.  Curiously, she never sang outside her cage.  The owner wondered if Chirpy ever 

saw the wild birds outside and wished she could be among them but concluded that the cage actually must have 

made the bird feel secure.  Chirpy didn't have to worry about food or harm befalling her; she trusted that her pro-

vider would care for her.  The following quote from the author truly spoke to me, who oftentimes can be faith-

less and worrisome in my constant attempt to grasp the "big picture."  I think it is something which we should 

all take to heart; "The world might look at living a holy life like a cage.  Seeking to live within God's rules might 

seem restrictive or hard, when really it provides safety and true freedom.  For example, the law of gravity isn't a 

punishment, it's just a boundary, a truth that when ignored lets us hit the ground hard.  Love is the cage we live 

in when we are God's children.  He protects us, provides for us, and cherishes our song.  And we delight in his 

concern for us and dance in his law of love.  Holiness is singing in the security of belonging to God." 

    Minutes were approved as read.  Treasurer, Charlene Rumley, reported a balance of $3,015.37 as of May 

1st.  She sent 3 Get Well Cards and one Baby Congratulations Card to Brody & Kristyn (Rumley) Kedigh since 

our last meeting.  There was no additional Board Report as the Church Council had not yet met again since last 

month's Guild Mtg.  Pastor Kemery reported that Vacation Bible School will be held this year at St. Peter's 

Church and the theme will be how science is part of God's world.  Amber Tinsley will be of special help in plan-

ning the program.  Possible dates were discussed and will be confirmed later after conferring with the Christian 

Church. 

      Under Old Business Cindy Wagemann reported that the total amount of Taco Night (on 4/27) tickets & do-

nations amounted to $1,616, but that the overall Relay for Life donations were substantially less than that of the 

same time last year.  It was suggested that Cindy remind the congregation in the coming Sundays that there is 

still time to donate before the St. Peter's Team has to turn in its money. 

      Under New Business the 127th Friendship Guild Founder's Day Anniversary Luncheon will be held at Mag-

gie Mae's in Miller on June 1st at noon.  Members will meet at church at 11 a.m. to caravan or share rides.  Any 

lady wishing to attend should contact Diane Zell or Luella Thomas as soon as possible. 

      Norma Wagemann gave the Topic titled, "Carved With Love."  It is the true story of Jen Costello, who as a 

child had had cancer and whose treatment, while curing the cancer, left her severely physically disabled.  While 

she bravely struggled through life with meaningful careers, her doctor had told her at 44 years of age that she 

would no longer be able to work and would absolutely need a cane.  Of course this was devastating news for 

Jen, who decided that if she had to have a cane, it would need to be stylish enough keep her dignity in pub-

lic.  Long story short, Jen began carving and creating her own cane.  After working for a month on her cane (on 

which she had carved "strength"), she took it out in public.  Instantly she was approached by people wanting to 

know how they could get something like it.  She then began carving for individuals, incorporating things of in-

terest/importance to them on the cane.  She has now recruited others who are like minded to create the canes as 

well.  It has become a new direction in her life, inspired by God; yet another way God acts through His children, 

for His children. 

 

 After the June 1st Founder's Day Luncheon, the Friendship Guild will recess for the summer, meeting again 

on Sept.8th at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Secretary, Chris Rauch 



Billboards for Jesus  

   St. Peter’s Church Board met on Monday, May 21, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.  The minutes of the 

last meeting and the treasurer’s report were read and approved.  Pastor Baldwin reported that 

three youth are interested in attending Camp Aurora this summer and the board agreed to pay 

the camp fees of $590.  In old business, the board reviewed insurance information, and then 

voted to accept a bid of $730 from Hartford Casualty Insurance Company for worker’s com-

pensation insurance.  In addition, the board continues to work on the process of updating all 

insurance policies to current needs.  

   Saturday, June 23rd will be the annual church work day from 9 a.m. to noon.  Lunch will be 

provided. (Rain date is June 30).  All members and friends are invited to help us spruce up 

the church with painting, cleaning, organizing, and other odd jobs.  More information and 

signup sheets will be available at church services in June. Thank you in advance for helping 

with upkeep of the church property.  

   In new business, the annual church picnic was scheduled for Sunday, June 24 at 10:30 a.m. 

at the property of Alan and Pat Ware.  Plan to bring a lawn chair, a covered dish, and join us 

for worship outdoors amongst the trees, birds, and beautiful flowers. As always, thanks to our 

gracious hosts for providing the perfect venue for this event.  

   Finally, some maintenance items were discussed:  the outside of the church windows may 

need re-glazing and painting; the downstairs bathrooms in the Fellowship Hall are in need of 

painting and perhaps waterproofing; and finally, the outdoor carpeting on the Parsonage front 

porch needs to be replaced.   The board agreed to gather more information about the projects 

and cost to discuss at future board meetings.  

The next meeting was set for June 11 at 7:00 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Kastendieck 

“The [one] who graduates today and stops learning tomorrow is uneducated the day after.”  

                                                                                                                          —Newton Baker  

“A truly rich man is one whose children run into his arms when his hands are empty.”  

https://blu181.mail.live.com/ol/


A prayer for families  

Heavenly Father, we come as 

your children to praise you 

for putting us into families. 

Thank you for the love and 

nourishment we’ve received 

— and been blessed to give. 

We confess our need for your daily for-

giveness and guidance in our families. Please 

grant harmony in our homes and help us al-

ways show respect and love for one another. 

In Jesus’ name. Amen.   

Words for today, from 1968  

   For America, this marks the 50th anniver-

sary of a turbulent year, which included 

high-profile assassinations, the Vietnam 

War and civil rights protests. Five decades 

on, turmoil still abounds.  

   May we take hope and inspiration from 

Robert Kennedy, who, on the night of Mar-

tin Luther King’s death, replaced a presi-

dential-campaign speech with these words:  

   “What we need in the United States is not 

division; … not hatred; … not violence and 

lawlessness, but … love, and wisdom, and 

compassion toward one another; and a feel-

ing of justice toward those who still suffer 

within our country, whether they be white 

or … black.”  

      Kennedy added: “We will have difficult 

times in the future. … But the vast majority 

of white people and … black people in this 

country want to live together … and want 

justice for all human beings. … Let's dedi-

cate ourselves … to tame the savageness of 

man and make gentle the life of this world 

… and say a prayer for our country and for 

our people.”  

Father's Day June 14, 1018 

Billboards for Jesus  

    An online search for 

“advertising fails” reveals 

some hilarious and cringe-

worthy signs. Often the “fail” 

is due to an ad’s placement. 

For example, a billboard 

about childhood obesity      

appears next to one for a fast-

food restaurant, and a promotion for The 

Walking Dead is posted near a mortuary.  

   As Christ’s ambassadors on earth (see 2 

Corinthians 5:20), we serve as walking, 

talking billboards for Jesus and our faith. 

Despite our sinfulness — and often “cringe

-worthiness” — Jesus lives in us, whom he 

created to do good works (see Ephesians 

2:10).  

   Even though we will never be perfect 

billboards for Jesus, let’s not cover up our 

message. Instead, let’s embrace the privi-

lege of being salt and light (see Matthew 

5:13-16), proclaiming the gospel in a dark 

world.  

My compliments to the Creator  

Dear God,  

I saw the Grand Canyon this summer. Nice piece 

of work!  

Love,  

Kyle (age 9)  



 
From The 

     A Song of Ascents, 

Behold, bless the Lord, 

All you servants of the 

      Lord. 

Who by night stand in the 

   house of the Lord! 

2 Lift up your hands in the 

        sanctuary. 

And bless the Lord. 

 

3 The Lord who made heaven 

        and earth 

Bless you from Zion! 

                       Psalm 134 NKJ 

-ATTENTION- 

-LADIES- 

    The Annual Anniversary Luncheon of the  

Friendship Guild will be held on June 1, 2018  

at Maggie Mae's in Miller, Mo. at 12 noon. 

     All ladies of the church ar invited. 

     Meet at the church at 11 a.m. To car pool. 

     Please let Diane Zell or Luella Thomas know 

     if you will be able to attend so w can                

       Let Maggie Mae's know a number. 

 

                Come all Ladies 

With Sympathy 
   Our condolences to the family and friends of Ersa 

Hefner who has passed away: she is Shauntae Staiger's 

aunt. 
 

   Our condolences to the family and friends of Herb 

Cozort who passed away Friday May 11th: He is Eliz-

abeth Staiger's grandfather. 

 +Christian Symbol+  

                      Serpent  
   A serpent coiled around a 
fruit-bearing tree symbolizes 
humanity’s first sin, when Ad-
am and Eve, at the serpent’s 
tempting, disobeyed God by 
eating fruit from the Tree of the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil. The Gene-
sis 3 account is often referred to as “The 
Fall,” and though it doesn’t say so, the 
serpent is commonly understood as Sa-
tan.   

Cast away  

   God has cast our confessed sins into 

the depths of the sea, and he’s even put a 

“No Fishing” sign over the spot.  

                                    —D.L. Moody  

The dandelion 

The dandelion’s pallid tube aston-

ishes the grass, and winter instantly 

becomes an infinite alas.  

 

The tube uplifts a signal bud and 

then a shouting flower,  the procla-

mation of the suns that sepulture is 

o’er.  

                        —Emily Dickinson  



   All donations to the food Pantry are 

very important and St. Joseph’s would  

like to thank everyone who donated.   

Collections day will be  the First  Sunday 

of each month,   donations of canned 

foods,   paper goods,  or  cash  are  appre-

ciated. 

  

Bruce Baker; Cory Carlson 
(request of Dave & Jean 
Robinson); Wilma Cozort 
(Elia. Staigr’s grandmoth-
er); Tim Fields; for the Ben 

Garbee family; the Ham family: two young-
est children have failing hearts (request of 
Sanya Lenahan); Jenise Huffman; Mary 
Lou Hutter; Doran (Cloud) Jones;  Carl 

Kastendieck; Steve Netzer; Michael New-
man (friend of Sam Faris); JoAnn McGe-
hee; Mary Meny;  Jamie Murphy; David 
Rauch; Mike Rauch; Kay Rill; Roger Rill; 

Charles Schatz; Ray Schultz; Aaron Sears; 
(request of  Denise Hampton), Crissy Wil-
son (Cassie Staiger’s sister); Mary Zoller; 

Steven Zoller; mission partners; for all 
struggling in body, mind or spirit. We give 
thanks for friendship gained & cherished; 

for laughter,  

Smiles & Joy. 

June  Deadline 

    All articles must be received by  noon on  

the 3rd Friday of the Month.  Anything   

received after that will be in the next News-

letter. 

    Please send all articles for the June Newslet-
ter to:  Mary Steinmann Editor   Email:  
msteinmann37@gmail.com  

       Sunday School 9:30 AM 

       Worship Service  10:30 AM 

Tuesday—Bible Study 10:00 AM. 

Weekly Events 

Special dates  

• Flag Day, June 14, 2018  

• Father’s Day, June 17, 2018  

• First day of summer, June 21, 2018   

June 2018 Events 

Bible Study Tuesdays @ 10.0 a . m. weekly 
Adult Bible Study 
Sundays @ 9:30 a.m. 
 
Friday, June 1 Friendship Guild Anniversary 
Lunch 
@ Maggie Mae's in Miller 
Meet at the Church @ 11 a.m. To carpool 
 
Saturday, June 9 Relay for Life, 6 p.m.- Mid-
night 
Jr Martin Park, Republic 
 
Monday, June 11 Board meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays 
Sunday, 3              Communion Sunday 
Sunday, 10 

“In early June the world of leaf and blade 

and flowers explodes, and every sunset is 

different.”  

                    —John Steinbeck,  

                    The Winter of Our Discontent   



06/03   Amber Tinsley       1 Sam 3:1-10    Psalm 139:1-6  13-18    2 Cor  4:5-12, Mk 2:23-3:6 

06/10   Gale Boswell   1 Sam 8:4-11, 16-20    Psalm 138    2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1   Mk 3:20-35 

06/17   Fred Zell          1 Sam 15:34-16: 13    Psalm 20,    2 Cor 5:6-10, 14-17     Mark 4:26-34 

06/24   Danny Hutter   1 Sam 17:32-49     Psalm 9:9-20    2 Corinthians  6:1-13    Mark 4:35-41 

07/01   Mary Beyer      2 Sam 1:1, 17-27   Psalm 130        2 Corinthians 8:7-15  Mark 5:21-43 

07/08  Sam Schaumann   1 Sam 5:1-5, 9-10   Psalm 48     2 Corinthians 12:2-10   Mark 6:1-13 

Readers and Scripture Text                             

Communion Stewards  

    June   —    Chris Rauch   

July  —  Pat Ware   

06/03 Norma & Cindy Wagemann 

06/10 Amber Tinsley & Mary Kastendieck 

06/17 James & Charlene Rumley 

06/24  Sam & Debbie Schaumann 

07/01  Herman & Mary Steinmann 

07/08  David & Luella Thomas 

JUNE 

6-01  Elizabeth Staiger 

6-15  Amber Tinsley 

6-17  Charlene Rumley 

6-20  Roger Rill 

6-20  Nancy Schaefer 

6-20  David Thomas 

6-30  Janine (Staiger) Pirtle 

            JUNE                                                        

6-01-69           Bob and Nancy Schaefer                            

6-08-63           Dave and Jean Robinson 

 Bible Quiz  
 

What word can be placed in all four blanks to com-
plete this Bible passage?  

 
“But just as he who called you is _____, so be _____ 

in all you do; for it is written: ‘Be _____, because I am 

_____.’”  
 

A. righteous  
B. holy  

C. loving  
D. merciful   

    Have you ever realized that you can give 

things to God that are of value to him? Or 

are you just sitting around daydreaming 

about the greatness of his redemption, while 

neglecting all the things you could be doing 

for him? I’m not referring to works which 

could be regarded as divine and miraculous, 

but ordinary, simple human things — things 

which would be evidence to God that you 

are totally surrendered to him.  

                                     —Oswald Chambers   

Living  proof 


