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From Pastor Larry and Carmen 

 Sunday, May 3, 2020 
 

For those who have invited friends and family to join us, we ask that you pass their email 

address on to Pastor Larry and Carmen at thedean58@hotmail.com. 
We will begin promptly at 10:00 a.m. every Sunday morning, beginning with the opening prayer 

and continuing with the service as outlined. This will seem strange and different as we are all so 

steeped in “visual media”. However, it makes sense when we truly understand and believe God’s 

word that says “Where two or three gather in My name, there will I be in their midst.” 

Let’s just settle ourselves in for our service. Reverently bow your hearts and pray aloud, 

knowing that in the Holy Spirit there are many familiar faces of brothers and sisters, loved ones 

and family all around you, praying together, embracing one another and raising collective 

voices of praise and worship to our Father God and His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Think also 

of those who have gone before and picture them as young and alive, waiting for your entrance 

into the Kingdom where we will worship God together throughout eternity. 

If for some reason you are not able to worship at this time, purpose to meet with God at a later 

time and go through the worship service with Him. When we draw near to God, He will draw 

near to us. Open your spiritual eyes upon Jesus, look full in His wonderful face, as the song 

goes, and the things of this world will grow strangely dim, in the light of His glory and grace. 

Remember we are all together as one body. Please read and sing it all aloud worshipfully. He 

says that our praise and worship to Him are as a sweet fragrance in the nostrils of God. 

  

10:00 

WELCOME:             

mailto:thedean58@hotmail.com


Carmen and I want to warmly welcome each of you this morning. We thank you for your kind 

notes, they mean so much to us. It will be good to all be together again in one place…soon. 

OPENING PRAYER: 

Father, we thank You this morning for the blessings of life and health. Thank You for the 

opportunity to come together as brothers and sisters in Christ. Holy Spirit, we welcome You into 

our homes and ask You to bless this unity of faith involved with the St. Peter’s Evangelical 

Church. Lord this morning we just glorify Your name and ask for Your Spirit to touch and work 

through us in all that we say and do. In Jesus’ mighty name we pray, Amen. 

SONG OF WORSHIP: He Hideth My Soul 

A wonderful savior is Jesus my Lord, A wonderful Savior to me 
He hideth my soul in the cleft of the rock, Where rivers of pleasure I see. 

CHORUS; 

He hideth my soul in the cleft of the rock That shadows a dry, thirsty land. 
He hideth my life in the depths of His love, And covers me there with His hand, 
And covers me there with His hand. 

A wonderful Savior is Jesus my Lord. He taketh my burden a-way. 
He holdeth me up and I shall not be moved; He giveth me strength as my day. 

            CHORUS 

  

When clothed in His brightness Transported I rise, To meet Him in clouds of the sky. 
His perfect salvation, His wonderful love, I'll shout with the millions on high. 

            CHORUS 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Hymnal): God of all Comfort 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God 

of all comfort, 
            Who comforts us in all our troubles. 
The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit. 

            Peace I leave with you; My peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. 

Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be              afraid. 

You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in You. 

            He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the 

Almighty. I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and                  my fortress, my God, in 

whom I trust.” 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, 

            So that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

HYMN OF GATHERING: Sing of His Faithfulness 

I will give thanks to Thee, O Lord, among the people. 
I will sing praises to Thee, Among the nations. 

For Thy steadfast love is great, Is great to the heavens, 
And Thy faithfulness, Thy faithfulness to the clouds 



Be exalted, O God, Above the heavens. Let Thy glory be over all the earth. 
Be exalted, O God, Above the heavens. Let Thy glory be over all the earth. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE: 
The peace of Christ be with You all 
            And also with You. 

(Hug your family )        

PASTORAL PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors): 

Father, we just praise and bless Your holy name. Lord, You have done great things and You do 

all things well. This morning, we are so grateful to be Your children and we look forward to the 

day that we will see You, our Lord Jesus Christ, in person. We can hardly imagine standing 

before You. You who know us so well, so specifically, so intimately. You know everything 

about us including every thought, every word we have uttered, and every deed we have done. Oh 

Lord, right now as we reflect over our own lives, we are counting on Your mercy and Your 

grace. Lord, we thank You for Your undeserved favor. 

Father, this morning I lift up all those who have been hurt by this terrible calamity.  Most 

everyone has been adversely affected either physically, mentally, emotionally or financially. 

Father, I pray right now for all those who have suffered greatly during this time. Lord, I ask that 

You would lift them up, draw them close to You and help them restore and recover from this 

blight on our country and the world. 

Father, we have no one else to go to, but You. Lord, help us to trust You more; for You are 

worthy to receive glory and honor and praise and thanksgiving for all You do for us. Help us 

arise from this time, stronger, more trusting, more faithful and dedicated, more resolved to stay 

close and follow You. Lord help us each day to be more pleasing to You. Lord help us to want 

more of You and less of ourselves. Father, of things we have had our fill. We just need more of 

You.  Father, we bless Your Holy name, as we pray the prayer Your Son taught us to pray, Our 

Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, 

and the Power, and the Glory forever. Amen. 

GLORIA PATRI:                 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now 

and ever shall be. World without end, Amen, Amen. 

TODAY’S READING: 
Let us prepare ourselves for the Word of God. Our hearts and minds are open and we are eager to 

hear. 

A READING FROM GOD’S WORD: Phil. 4:7 
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which passes all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 



MESSAGE: 

THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT IS PEACE 

This is our third week of the fruit of the spirit series.                 

This morning, let’s talk about peace. “The fruit of the spirit is … love, joy, peace…patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control…” Galatians 5:22-23. Hopefully 

some of you are memorizing these nine characteristics of Jesus.  We need to build them into our 

own lives, so that they may become the same quality traits as Jesus displayed. 

The Lord gives peace: calm, assurance, mildness, nonaggressive behavior, nonbelligerent, 

noncombative, quiet, relaxed, serene, tranquil, affable, amiable, benevolent, genial, kind, etc. 

Compare those traits with the traits the enemy gives: aggressiveness, belligerence, 

combativeness, contentiousness, quarrelsome, antagonistic, hostile, hot-tempered, anxious, 

worried, fretful, doubt, disbelief, etc. 

Definition: inner peace refers to a state of being mentally and spiritually at peace, with enough 

knowledge and understanding of God’s word to keep oneself strong in the face of discord or 

stress. Being at peace also is considered to be healthy and the opposite of being stressed or 

anxious. 

The Bible gives us many verses about peace. Those of us who stay in the word of God, 

understand that God wants us to constantly be at peace in Him. 

“Agree with God, and be at peace; thereby good will come to you. Receive instructions from His 

mouth, and lay up His words in our heart.” Job 22:21-22. 

“And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 

saying, Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those with whom He is 

pleased!” Luke 2:13-14. 

“In peace I will both lie down and sleep; for You alone, O Lord, make me dwell in safety.” 

Psalm 4:8. 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.” Matt. 5:9. 

“Keep your tongue from evil and your lips from speaking deceit. Turn away from evil and do 

good; seek peace and pursue it. The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous and His ears 

toward their cry.” Psalm 34:13-15. 

“Great peace have those who love your law; nothing can make them stumble.” Psalms 119:165. 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not 

your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” Jn. 14:27. 

This Scripture strikes me as interesting because Jesus chose this particular characteristic to leave 

them. He did not say love, joy, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness or self-

control I leave you; nor did he say He would give them any of those quality traits. At least not 

specifically, like peace. Then He nailed it down with this comment: “Not as the world gives do I 

give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” Jesus knew as humans we 

have a tendency to worry, to fret, and to be anxious about many things. Have you ever known 

anyone who worries constantly about everything, including what other people think? I had a 

mother who worried all the time about many things, as did her mother. 



Jesus knew that the disciples, immediately after seeing Him die, would not only worry about 

themselves and their safety, but about everything else about which Jesus had assured them. He 

knew that worry could become a habit and that it is almost impossible to have faith and constant 

worry in our lives at the same time. They are opposed to one another. 

To have peace we have to reject negative thoughts which cause worry and doubt and 

anxiousness. These, I believe, can become sin because when we worry, we are basically saying, 

“Lord, I don’t trust You, so I will just stew around and worry about it instead of turning it over to 

You, as You have told me to do. I will just dismiss Your peace that You have given me.” 

Some of my other favorite Scriptures are: “And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” Phil. 4:7. “Jesus is the 

prince of peace”. Isa. 9:6. 

The peace that Christ gives is not only in times of good circumstances of life, but it is a deep, 

abiding, inner tranquility in all kinds of life’s circumstances. It’s a peace that goes beyond 

trouble and turmoil in our lives. Look at this, “but now in Christ Jesus, You who once were far 

off, have been brought near, by the blood of Christ. For He himself is our peace.” Eph. 2:13-14. 

That is what this study of the fruit of the spirit is all about. By embracing and taking on these 

nine traits and qualities in our lives, as did Jesus, we become part of the body of Christ while 

here on this earth. The devil has no power over us, except what we allow Him through our own 

doubt, disbelief and confessions of negative and sinful things. “For He that is within us is greater 

than He that is in the world.” 1 John 4:4. 

I like this little story. There once lived a king who announced to all artists of his kingdom that he 

would give a prize to any artist who could paint a scene of peace. Many great painters sent in 

their art pieces. One of the pictures among the various masterpieces was of a calm lake perfectly 

mirroring peaceful snowcapped mountains, with a clear blue sky of fluffy clouds. The picture 

was perfect. It seemed to be the best of all. 

But when the king announced the winner, everyone was shocked. The winning picture also had a 

mountain, but it was rugged and bare. The sky looked tumultuous and displayed lightening. It 

looked anything but peaceful. But when you examined it closely, you could see a tiny bush 

growing in a crack of the rock. In the bush a mother bird had built her nest. In the midst of a 

tumultuous storm the bird sat on her nest with peace. 

This profound little story shows that peace does not have to exist only when there is no chaos or 

trouble going on in our lives. It shows that our real peace is always in Jesus and dwells deep in 

our spirit. The Word says, “He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High, shall abide 

under the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress; my 

God, in Him will I trust!” Psalm 91:1-2. We know that God will either take us out of the storm 

or He will give us His peace…as the storm rages on. 

Lord, help us to always believe and understand that You will either take us out of the storm, or 

You will continue to give us Your peace as the storm rages on. Let us be more like the little 

mama bird in a crevice of the mountain rock. Let us maintain and display Your peace in the 

midst of every situation that we encounter in this life. Amen. 

Next Week: The Fruit of the Spirit is Patience! 

DOXOLOGY: 



Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below. Praise Him above 

ye heavenly hosts. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen 

HYMN FOR THE JOURNEY: He Keeps Me Singing  

There's within my heart a melody, Jesus whispers sweet and low, 
Fear not, I am with thee, peace, be still, In all of life's ebb and flow. 

            CHORUS 

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus! Sweetest Name I know. 
Fills my every longing, Keeps me singing as I go. 

Feasting on the riches of His grace, Resting 'neath His shelt'ring wing, 
Always looking on His smiling face, That is why I shout and sing. 

CHORUS 

Soon He's coming back to welcome me, Far beyond the starry sky. 
I shall wing my flight to worlds unknown, I shall reign with Him on high. 

            CHORUS 

BENEDICTION: 

May the Lord bless you and keep you. May He cause His face to shine upon you. May He lift up 

His countenance unto you, and give you peace. Amen 

Christian brothers and sisters, no matter our situation in life or how old we are, always 

remember…we have a marvelous future ahead of us! Keep the faith, stay the course and carry on 

bravely. 

WE LOVE EACH OF YOU. MAY GOD RICHLY BLESS YOU IN THE COMING 

WEEK! 
Pastor Larry and Carmen 

 
 


