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Just over a year ago the cover of this newsletter was a response to the hate-filled, violent event
in Orlando, Florida when 49 people were killed and 58 others wounded in what is the deadliest mass
shooting by a single shooter in US history. I quoted words of Jesus from Matthew’s gospel, chapter 5:
43-48 which include these challenging words: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute

you…
Now to August 12, 2017:
In Oklahoma City, OK, a man was arrested after he parked a van outside a bank. He thought
the van contained a bomb, but when he tried to set it off, he discovered it was fake. He wanted to repeat the violent, deadly mass destructive bombing of April 1995 that killed 168 people, children included. Praise to God that he was thwarted.
In Charlottesville, VA, many were injured and one person was killed when a man purposefully
drove a car into a group of people walking down a street. Two troopers were killed when their helicopter crashed while surveying the rally. The driver of the car was arrested.
As found in the psalms and the prophets, How long, O Lord?
How long shall the hate and the hurt and the harm keep on going?
The answers will be found in ongoing conversations with neighbors, family, friends, strangers,
government leaders,& elected officials. Let us continue to find guidance in Scripture. This month I
suggest The Letter to the Romans chapter 12, a work of Paul the apostle.

Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—
and place it before God as an offering…Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into
it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out…
Love from the center of who you are; don’t fake it. Run for dear life from evil; hold on for dear life to
good. Be good friends who love deeply… Bless your enemies; no cursing under your breath. Get along
with each other; don’t be stuck-up. Make friends with nobodies; don’t be the great somebody. Don’t hit
back; discover beauty in everyone. If you’ve got it in you, get along with everybody. Don’t insist on
getting even; that’s not for you to do. “I’ll do the judging,” says God. “I’ll take care of it.” Don’t let evil
get the best of you; get the best of evil by doing good.
[Romans 12, selected verses
from The Message]
In the power and the peace of Jesus,
Rev. Kemery Baldwin

The St. Peter’s Church Board met on Monday, August 14 at 7:00 p.m. It’s
been another busy month with lots of planning, activities, and projects. Since
the last board meeting in July, the asphalt parking lot has been resealed, the
leak in the sanctuary roof has been fixed, the stained glass angels are back on
display, the sound system is getting much needed maintenance, and VBS was successfully
completed. There are many other items that go unmentioned here, but please know that all
of the time and effort given by each of you keeps our church a vibrant house of worship and
does not go unnoticed. Thank you for all you do!
In old business, the board discussed preparation of the ‘Driscoll” house for rental. The rental applications and lease agreements are being reviewed and the repair and maintenance of
the property is in process. The board determined that a rental manager is needed to be a
point of contact for applicant calls, to distribute/receive rental applications, and to show the
property to prospective tenants. If you are willing to serve as a rental manager during the
leasing process of the Driscoll property, please let Mary Kay or Pastor Kemery know.
In other business, the board discussed and/or approved the following items:
Approved sponsorship to charter Billings Boy Scouts Pack for $40 annually. The Scouts will
be using church facilities approximately 1 hour per week. A church liaison will be appointed to coordinate calendars and information with the scouting leaders.
Approved $250 donation to ministerial alliance for “back to school” gift cards for Billings
teachers.
Agreed to invite Billings Christian Church, Billings United Methodist Church and Mt. Olive
Methodist Church to the Fall Festival bonfire and hayride on October 22 at the Wares.
The meal will be potluck with St. Peter’s providing hotdogs, drinks, and paper goods.
Approved job description and $100 weekly stipend for youth intern position. Pastor
Kemery is in the process of advertising the position and recruiting a qualified person.
Read Thank You cards from I Pour Life and the Brad Harter Family.
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, September 11 at 7:00 p.m.

Slow but steady
There is progress in a Christian’s life when he may not seem to be going ahead — like a canal boat in a lock,
when it stands still but is rising all the time.
—D.L. Moody

A taste of heaven
When an admirer asked renowned pianist Vladmir Horowitz how he could play
so beautifully, he’s said to have replied
that anyone could play the notes, but the
true music lay in the pauses between
them. The same can be said of life.
Rabbi Evan Moffic (Shalom for the
Heart) writes, “It is in the pauses — the
rests, the spaces in between — that meaning is made and that holiness is felt.”
Nowadays we keep so busy there’s hardly
a pause or space in our day.
“But that’s not the way God created us
[or] the world,” Moffic continues. “God
worked, then rested. God created, then
paused. … Thus, our Sabbath is the day
when we can marvel at the beauty of the
world God created. It is the day we enjoy
what the ancient sages called ‘a taste of
heaven.’ It is a day when we stop thinking about the what of life and remind ourselves of the why of life.”

Why God watches
An English bishop recalled a childhood
visit to an elderly woman, who showed
him a framed text that read “Thou God
seest me.”
The woman told him, “When you’re
older, people will tell you that God is
always watching you to see when you do
wrong, in order to punish you. I don’t
want you to think of it that way. Instead,
take the text home and remember all your
life that God loves you so much he can’t
take his eyes off you.”

Beatitude in action
After a renowned career in academia, priest
and author Henri Nouwen devoted his final years
to living in community with and caring for adults
with severe developmental disabilities. A friend
once asked Nouwen if it might make more sense
to spend his remaining time writing.
“I am not giving up anything,” Nouwen answered. “It is I, not Adam [the man he helped
with the most basic needs], who gets the main
benefit from our friendship.”
Nouwen didn’t merely read Jesus’ beatitude
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown
mercy” (Matthew 5:7). He lived it.
—Based on I Am in Here
by Elizabeth Bonker and Virginia Breen

A sign of what to come
When God is about to do something great, he
starts with a difficulty.
When he is about to do something truly magnificent, he starts with an impossibility.
Armin Gesswein

Names that bear witness
Well, summer is over! It's time for us
to begin singing! Our first choir practice
will be on Wednesday, September 6th,
at 7PM. We welcome anyone who would
like to join us.
Hope to see you there!

Cindy and the choir
What’s your calling?
When you have a sense of
calling — whether it’s to
be a musician, soloist, artist, in one of the technical
fields or a plumber —
there is something deep
and enriching when you
realize it isn’t just a casual
choice; it’s a divine calling. [That’s] not limited to
vocational Christian service, by any means.
—Charles R. Swindoll

Nigerian couple Sam and Mary Ayeni gave
their three girls names that reflect God’s wondrous ways. The firstborn is named Marvelous to
declare that God blessed the couple with a daughter as well as a much-needed job.
Next to arrive were conjoined twins Miracle
and Testimony. “When I first saw them the way
they were, I said it is a miracle that they are
alive,” recounts their mother. “When God did that
miracle, I would surely give testimony.” Indeed,
God continued to work wonders.
The family was flown to Tennessee, where the
twins were successfully separated just shy of their
first birthday. Local groups, churches and countless individuals have supported the family with
material goods, living space, groceries, friendship
and prayer. As of this writing, the girls are making
strong progress. One is nearly walking, and the
other talks nonstop. Her favorite words, learned
from big sister Marvelous, are “Amen!” and
“Hallelujah!”

“God’s World”
O world, I cannot hold thee close enough!
Thy winds, thy wide grey skies!
Thy mists, that roll and rise!
Thy woods, this autumn day, that ache and sag
And all but cry with color! That gaunt crag
To crush! To lift the lean of that black bluff!
World, World, I cannot get thee close enough!
—Edna St. Vincent Millay

In balance
Knowing God without knowing our wretchedness
leads to pride. Knowing our wretchedness without
knowing God leads to despair. Knowing Christ gives
the balance.
—Blaise Pascal

Be yourself for God
Rabbi Joseph Liebermann describes a dream where he
dies and goes to stand before God’s judgment seat. As he
waits, the rabbi fears that the Lord will ask him, “Why
weren’t you a Moses … or a David ... or a Solomon?” Instead, God surprises him by simply asking, “Why weren’t
you Rabbi Liebermann?”
When our lives are over, God won’t ask us why we
weren’t a Mother Teresa or another saintly soul. He simply wants us to be who he created us to be.

“We are his workmanship,” St. Paul writes in Ephesians 2:10. In Greek, workmanship means “a piece of
art.” You are God’s masterpiece. Life isn’t a game of
comparison. It’s a journey of discovery of how God has
uniquely created you to perform specific tasks in this
life.
Your life is God’s canvas. Don’t hinder the painting
process!
—Mike Paulison

First day of autumn, September 22, 2017

Labor Day,
September 4, 2017

Patriot Day,
Sept. 11, 1017

From The
Bible
PSALM 100
A Psalm of Thanksgiving.

Make a J oyful shout to the
Lord, all you lands!
2 Serve the Lord with
gladness;
Come before His presence
with singing.
3 Know that the Lord, He is
God;
It is He who has made us,
and not we ourselves;
We are His people and the
sheep of His pasture
4 Enter into His gates with
thanksgiving,
And into His courts with
praise.
Be thankful to Him, and
bless Hi name.
5 For the Lord is good;
His mercy is everlasting,
And His truth endures to all
generations.
NKJ

God's left hand
A 6-year-old and his grandma went for a walk
one autumn day. “Look at the gorgeous
leaves!” Grandma exclaimed. “Just think, God
painted each one of them just for us!”
“Yep,” said her grandson, “and he did it lefthanded.”
Perplexed, Grandma asked, “Why do you
think God used his left hand to create all this
beauty?”
“Because,” said the boy matter-of-factly, “we
learned in Sunday school that Jesus sits on
God’s right one.”

Bruce Baker; Mary Burkhardt;
for the family and friends of
Doris Compton; Julie Cunningham (friend of Judy Crockett),
Anna Lea Dobbins; Mike Halpin
(request of Bobbie Rauch); David Haver (request of
Denise Hampton); Robert Hargrave; Jenise Huffman; William Kohn (request of Chris Rauch); Steve
Netzer; Michael Newman (friend of Samuel Faris);
David McCullough (request of Robin Hatten), JoAnn McGehee; Mary Meny; Jamie Murphy; Mike
Rauch; Kay Rill; Roger Rill; Seth Rumley; Charles
Schatz; Ray Schultz; Mary Schmidt request of
Charlene Rumley; Aaron Sears (request of Denise
Hampton); Gary Stewart; Cody Verch; Mary Zoller;
Steven Zoller; local investigative team: for all who
struggling in body, mind or spirit. We give thanks
for friendship gained & cherished; for laughter,
smiles & Joy.

Four perspectives
Because different writers penned each Gospel,
the four books offer unique angles and insights.
Although the overall message is the same, the
human authors’ backgrounds and perspectives
shine through every account.
These verses by an unknown writer remind us of
each Gospel’s characteristics:
Matthew — Messiah, Israel’s King,
sets forth, by Israel slain;
but God decreed that Israel’s loss
should be the Gentiles’ gain.

Mark tells us how in patient love
this earth has once been trod
by One Who, in a Servant’s form,
was yet the Son of God.
Luke, the physician, writes
of a more skilled Physician still
Who gave himself, as Son of Man,
to save us from all ill.
John, the beloved of Jesus,
sees in him the Father's Son,
the everlasting Word made flesh,
yet with the Father One.

October Newsletter Deadline
All articles must be received by noon on
Friday September15th to be in the October

Newsletter. Anything received after the
15th will be in the November Newsletter.
Please send all articles for the October
Newsletter to: Mary Steinmann Editor: @
Email: msteinmann37@gmail.com

Your donations to the food Pantry are
very important and St. Joseph’s would like
to thank everyone who donated. Our next
collection day will be September 3rd. All
donations of canned foods, paper goods,
or cash are appreciated.

Special dates
• Labor Day, September 4, 2017
• National Grandparents Day, September 10, 2017
• Patriot Day, September 11, 2017
• Hispanic Heritage Month, Sept. 15–Oct. 15, 2017
• First day of autumn, September 22, 2017

Weekly Events
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM
Tuesday—Bible Study 10:00 AM.

Monthly Meetings
Sunday, September 3, Communion
Monday, Sept 4, Labor Day Holiday– Church
Office Closed
Saturday Sept. 9, Friendship Guild 10 a.m.
Monday Board Meeting Sept. 14, 2017 at 7 p.m.
Mon– Weds. Sept. 18-20 Pastor Kemery at
Conference Retreat in Osage Beach

Readers and Scripture Text

09/03
09/10
09/17
09/24
10/01
10/08

Debbie Wagemann
Chris Rauch
Cindy Wagemann
Amber Tinsley
Gale Boswell
Fred Zell

Ex 3:1-15
Psalm 26:1-8 Roman 13:1-7
Matthew 16:13-20
Ex 12: 1-14 Psalm149
Roman 13:8-14 Matthew 16:21-128
Ex 16: 2-15 Psalm 114
Roman 14:1-12 Matthew 18:21-35
Jonah 3:10-4:11 Psalm 145:1-8 Phil 1:21-30 Matthew 20:1-16
Ex 17: 1-17 Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 Phil 2:1-13 Matthew 21:23-32
Ex 20: 1-20 Psalm 19
Phil 3:4b-14
Matthew 21:33-46

09-04-2009 Samuel James Ware
9-07

Mary Steinmann

9-17

Andrew Staiger

9-18

Danny Hutter

9-21

Nicholas Dziwanowski

9-22

Deanne Dahlman

9-27

Debbie Schaumann

9-28

Daniel Hatten

9-30

Alan Ware

SEPTEMBER
9-16-51

James and Charlene Rumley
Recording
Schedule

9-02
9-13
9-20
9-27
10-01
10-08

John Wagemann
Amber Tinsley
Schaumann
Sierra Watson
John Wagemann
Amber Tinsley

+Christian Symbol+
9/02
9/13
9/20
9/27
10/01
10/08

David & Luella Thomas
Fred & Diane Zell
Sherry Coker & Nick Dziwanowski
Mark & Andrea Schult
Mary Beyer & Gale Boswell
Norma & Cindy Wagemann

Communion Stewards
Sept. — Andrea Schultz
Oct. — Sam Schaumann

Deer — The

deer
symbolizes safety
in God's care, as
seen in David’s
praise of God for
delivery from
enemies: “[The Lord] makes my feet like
the feet of a deer; he causes me to stand
on the heights” (2 Samuel 22:34; Psalm
18:33, NIV). The deer also represents
faithfulness and eager devotion: “As the
deer pants for streams of water, so my
soul pants for you, my God”
(Psalm 42:1, NIV).

