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ST PETER ’S EVANGELICAL UCC
Good morning, brothers and sisters in Christ! Carmen and I send our 
greetings and love to all of you. We know many of you have been unable to attend 
services for several months, and we miss you terribly! We realize COVID has 
changed our habits and routines, but our hearts still long to see your faces arriv-
ing at the church doors, and we want you to know that. 

During the past month, we have said good-bye to Kay Rill, as she went into the 
arms of Jesus. There may be others who are struggling with health issues as well. We pray for each of 
you…for health to be sustained and returned, and for all of us to be able to gather again for worship 
soon. 

Our current Sunday morning series is on Psalm 139, and I want to share some of those thoughts with all 
of you. This is one of my favorite Scriptures and over the years I have soaked in this passage many times. 

King David, the man after God’s own heart, wrote about how the greatness of our God touches our lives. 
For a moment, I want us to think on these words. 

The omnipotent God, who is all powerful and creator of all things; the omniscient God who knows eve-
rything about everything; the omnipresent God, who is everywhere at all times; the immutable God, 
who never changes; the God who created and sits outside of time; the pure infinite being in whom all 
thing have their beginning, are sustained and will have their ending in Him… has focused His love on 
you and me.  

His Word says that He has thought of us before the worlds were framed. It says that He sees us holy, and 
blameless before Him in love. He sees us through the blood of His dear Son, Jesus Christ. 

David’s Psalm declares that He knows every aspect of our lives. He knows every time we stand up and 
every time we sit down or lie down. He knows every word that we are going to utter before it is even 
formed on our lips. David said that such knowledge is “too wonderful for me”. 

It tells of how God formed our inward parts. How He covered us in our mother’s womb and that His 
eyes saw our substance when it was still unformed. It goes on to say that in His book they were all writ-
ten, the days fashioned for each of us; and that His thoughts, if we were to count them, would be more 
than the sand on the seashore. 

David’s humble prayer, which could be ours as well, “search me O God, and know my heart and see if 
there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.” “I will praise you, for I am fearfully 
and wonderfully made.” 

Blessings! 

Pastor Larry Worden, Interim 
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The St. Peter’s board met on Wednesday evening September 9th at 6:30 p. m. Board 
President David Hampton opened the meeting noting that all board members were 
present- with 2 members joining the meeting by phone FaceTime. Prayer requests 
were taken and Pastor Larry led the board in prayer over these concerns. 
 

The board then reviewed and subsequently approved both the minutes from last month’s meeting and the treas-
urer’s report. Pastor Larry gave us his Pastoral report showing a total of 84 contacts with our congregation 
members over the month of August. 
 
The following items of Old Business were handled: 
 
The board reviewed the pending/yet to be completed church maintenance projects. All but 2 of these have 
been completed. The board would like to thank Jeff Ware for completing the very complicated sump pump 
automatic pressure driven sump pump retrofit. Jeff did a really great job on this upgrade of our sump pump 
system!  Thank you Jeff. 
 
Sherry Coker and Lee Lurvey In continuing their investigation of what needs to be done to make our projec-
tor/sound system work together seamlessly and be more user friendly. 
 
The Pastoral Search Committee reported that there have been no potential pastor candidates that have con-
tacted the Conference Minister in charge if Search and Call. We continue to prayerfully ask God’s guidance as 
we look for the pastoral candidate that will lead St. Peter’s in the future. 
 
The board spent most of the rest of our meeting discussing Covid 19 social distancing at our church. In light of 
the fact that we did have one member that has tested positive for this virus we sought guidance from our local 
health department. After a lengthy consultation with the Christian County Health Department registered nurse 
we learned that there was little to no chance of further transmission of the virus since this member had not 
been in attendance for some 3 weeks and since 90 percent of us do wear masks when we are in service to-
gether. The board voted unanimously to continue to meet in person and to re -stress the importance of wearing 
masks and maintaining the recommended 6’ distance from others when we are together. 
 
There was no New Business to discuss. The board will meet again on Wednesday October 14th. 
Motion to adjourn was made and so the board adjourned by saying the Lord’s Prayer together. 
 
I want to once again ask all our St. Peter’s congregants to do all possible to attend our Sunday morning worship 
services. We need you and we need each other as we continue our life’s journey preparing for our eternal home 
in heaven. 
 
Nahum 1:7 
The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble. He knows those that trust in Him. 
 
God bless you each and everyone. 
Board President David Hampton  
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From the Editor…. 
For those of us that “Facebook”—-You know that sometimes there’s not much on there that is uplifting or worth reading, especially 
now with all the political stuff going around. However, yesterday I found the following posted by a teacher friend of mine for many 
years…. 

“So Facebook just asked me what’s on your mind. I came to the hospital Saturday which I haven’t been in since I broke my wrist playing football in 
college.  They were going to help me figure out how to get rid of my pneumonia. By Sunday they decided it was stage four lung cancer.  Crazy isn’t it?  
Never smoked and I’ve run 32,000 miles somewhere on the campus where I teach.  Then the grace of God flooded my spirit. All I could feel was His 
presence. We actually go back a long way. But that’s still not what’s on my mind.  It’s like everybody I know and about the same amount I didn’t even 
know started praying for me.  That’s why I’ve had such amazing peace.  That’s the Gospel of God.  That’s church.  Well Facebook, that’s what on my 
mind, no what’s on my heart is all of you out there in Facebook land that don’t know God and all the amazing blessings He has for you.  If you don’t 
understand this network of love that unfolds for you the second you need it, please message me.  I’d love to share the Gospel with you.  And believe me 
it’s awesome news”… DW 

This is an amazing testimony that speaks to the joy, peace, and love that are the “Gospel of God. The Church.”  We’ve all experi-
enced  “the network of love that unfolds for you the second you need it,” and the “awesome news” of the Gospel….and we should 
share it with others, no matter what life sends out way. Thank you DW for your witness.  We’re sending prayers for God’s blessings 
and healing upon you.   

Joshua 1:9  Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go. 

-Mary K

October Scriptures
Eighteenth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
October 4, 2020 

Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 

Psalm 19 

Isaiah 5:1-7 

Psalm 80:7-15 

Philippians 3:4b-14 Matthew 21:33-46 

Nineteenth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
October 11, 2020 

Exodus 32:1-14 

Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 

Isaiah 25:1-9 

Psalm 23 

Philippians 4:1-9 Matthew 22:1-14 

Twentieth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
October 18, 2020 

Exodus 33:12-23 

Psalm 99 

Isaiah 45:1-7 

Psalm 96:1-9, (10-13) 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 Matthew 22:15-22 

Twenty-First Sunday after 
Pentecost 
October 25, 2020 

Deuteronomy 34:1-12 

Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17 

Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18 

Psalm 1 

1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 Matthew 22:34-4 

The Best Medicine…. 
Near the end of his life, Protestant reformer Martin Luther suffered debilitat-
ing headaches. When told about a costly medicine that might offer some relief, 
Luther smiled and said, “My best prescription for head and heart is that ‘God 
so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believ-
eth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.’” 

That Bible verse became a refrain for Luther on his deathbed. “What Spartan 
saying can be compared with this wonderful brevity,” he said of John 3:16. “It 
is the Bible itself!” After repeating the words of that Gospel-in-a-nutshell verse 
three times in Latin, Luther exclaimed, “They are the best prescription for headaches and heartaches!” 
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A lesson in appreciation 

During a church anniversary celebration, a pastor overheard a group discussing various congregational 
leaders over the years. Her ears perked up when an older member said, “Whenever someone asks which 
of our pastors I liked best, my answer is always, ‘The one we have at any given time is my favorite.’” 

What a relief for the pastor to hear — and what a great lesson for Pastor Appreciation Month. God sends 

each shepherd to us with a specific set of spiritual gifts and then works through those gifts to bless us. 
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October is Pastor Appreciation Month! 
Thank you Pastor Larry and Carmen for all you do! 
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Dear friends and family, 

Thank you for your prayers over this last week. We wanted to give you a 
quick update on a few of the prayer requests from last week. 

1. Please continue to pray for the Zoom translation meetings. The first few went quite well, but 
this last week we've had quite a few technical difficulties. So please keep on praying for this as 
we are trying to finish up the consultant check of Daniel over the next couple weeks. 

2. Please also keep Wahabu in your prayers. We last mentioned that he'd been sick off and on 
for quite a while-- he has gotten worse this last week. It seems like we are hitting dead-ends in 
terms of what the hospital can do and some are seeing it as a spiritual problem. So please keep 
him in your prayers both for physical healing and also for his relationship with God. 

3. Praise--several supporters have responded to the Tangayiri school-building need, and so with 
what has been pledged, we think we have what we need for Waare to build the open-air class-
room. If anyone was still wanting to donate to education needs, there are several new volunteer 
teachers who will begin their training in about a month and who will need school fees. 

4. Praise--this past week, we were able to do the consultant-check of several more chapters of 
Luke for the Ghana Sign Language Bible Translation.  We thank God this all worked out well, 
and for the progress they are making to translate the Bible into sign language than many Gha-
naian deaf people can understand. 

5. Also, please continue to keep 
our family in your prayers as we 
try to juggle two worlds (work in 
Ghana and life and school here 
in the US), both of which have 
been affected by Covid-19. And 
pray for our friends and col-
leagues back in Ghana 
(especially for Iddi's broken leg 
and Elisha's ongoing joint issues 
from his accident back in 2012) 
and for their safety during this 
pandemic. 

Thanks so much for praying! 

Serving together, 

Paul and Jen 

Caleb, Micah, Josiah and Sarah Here is Iddi teaching a night literacy class a little while back  

Mission Update from Paul/Jen Schafer 

Sept. 20, 2020 



No Scripture Readers 
assigned for  

October 2020. 

Please send any November 
Newsletter articles to 
Mary Kastendieck at: 

marykasten@gmail.com 

Prayer Requests 

Nursing Home Care:  Mary Lou Hutter and Judy 
Rauch 

Health & Wellness:  Jerry Davis, Chet Jenkins, 

Larry Mathews, Steven Zoller, Raymond Garbee, 

Jenise Huffman, Steve Netzer, Aaron Sears (Denise 

Hampton request), Jeannette Wilson (Friend of 

Cindy Wagemann), Dwight Worstenholm (Chris 

Rauch’s brother), Ann Staiger (Hearing), Shirley 

Snyder (Luella Thomas’s Friend-cancer), Cody 

Verch, Alicia Verch, the Meny Family, Randy Menkel 

(shoulder), Brandy Richter (Cassie Staiger friend), 

Becky Pannucci,  Victor (Rhoda Shey’s son/

recovering from bypass surgery), Mike Rauch (laser 

eye surgery), Rebecca Davis (Shauntae Staiger’s 

friend/breast cancer and medication complications), 

Charlene Rumley, Ruby Dahlman (Pneumonia), 

Gayle Boswell 

In Sympathy:  Family of Edward VanSickle 

(brother of Mary Steinmann). Family of Reverend 

Ray Schultz (Mark/Andrea Schultz, David/Chris 

No greeters assigned for October 2020. 

10/03 Kaddie Jones 

10/09 Ann Staiger 

10/15 Addelyn Staiger 

10/16 Christopher McCroskey 

10/18 Emillie Jones 

10/19 Abigail Staiger 

10/23 Joe Coker 

10/27 Jerry Staiger 

10/28 Jacob Hendershot 

10/15 Herman/Mary Steinmann 

10/15 John/Jane Staiger 

10/21 Wayland/Janine Pirtle 

10/31 David/Luella Thomas 
Dear Jesus, show me who needs a special reminder 

of your love today, and help me share it. 
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