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Sunday School 9:30 AM

Worship Service 10:30 AM

October 2017
Faithfully serving in Jesus’ name since 1880.
Honoring traditions of the past, growing spiritually in the present and preparing for the future.

To prepare for a continuing education conference, those of us participating are asked to read two
works of the 20th century theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer as well as the Elijah narrative, found in
1 Kings 17 – 2 Kings 2:14. A small group of us here at St. Peter’s have been tackling the letters of Paul,
studying Philippians and Galatians.
My head hurts. But that’s okay, of course, since critical study of God’s Word and in-depth reading of
great thinkers increases our own understanding not only of our faith but how to live our faith.
And how we live our faith is an essential question to ask of ourselves and of our faith community. Yet,
I am convinced that for many people and congregations, abiding in Christ, is enough or even more than
enough. If we believe that being is a virtue, then being in Christ matters and matters a great deal.
Having, doing, being: What is meaningful? What do you most value? For yourself? At work? In retirement? Your family? Your business?
Your church?
Bonhoeffer wrote about being together in community in Life Together; the small, fellowship community he
lived in for a short time might have been his place of most peace. R. Alan Rice, writing about the future of the
rural church, celebrates the “intrinsic worth of simply being, “and “the fruit that comes from abiding in Christ”
that rural, small churches value. *
I value St. Peter’s Church, all its people and all 137 years of faithful being in Billings! Now to continue to our
way forward. What balance of being, doing and having fits the people we are in this corner of God’s realm? Let
us discover together what faith living as people of God in Christ means for us.

In the power and the peace of Jesus,

Rev. Kemery Baldwin
*alban.org/2017/06/22/r-alan-rice-the-demise-of-haystacks-and-the-future-of-the-rural-church/
This is a short and fascinating about the rural church!

Fall Fellowship Event
When: Sunday, October 22, 4 p.m. – 6 p.m.? 7p.m.?
Where: Pat and Alan Ware’s*
With: Billings & Mt. Olive UMC, Billings Christian Church, St. Peter’s
Tractor hayride, a HUGE fire pit, a scavenger hunt and some corn hole, too.
Take a stroll through the large & lovely garden.
and food: St. Peter’s Church will provide hot dogs, buns, drinks, condiments &
paper products.
Everyone else: bring a potluck item. A lawn chair or two would be helpful to
bring, too.

Make plans for fun, food, and fellowship!
*Pat & Alan Ware live at 4908 Zoller Rd., Billings.
Directions from Springfield: Take Hwy 60 through Republic & Billings. About a mile past Billings, turn
left on Hwy 413 at the caution light (to Crane). Go 2 miles & turn right (west) on Zoller. Go ¾ mile to
the last house on the left.
From Marionville: Take Hwy 60 towards Billings. Just past Herndon’s Orchard, turn tight (east) on
Staiger Rd. Go 1 mile & turn left (north) on Lambeth. Go ½ mile & turn right on Zoller. First house on
the right. Phone Pat (417) 343-3878 or Alan (417) 343-9273 if you have questions.
Western Association
Missouri Mid-South Conference, United Church of Christ

Fall Fellowship Gathering
Saturday, October 14, 2017
St. John’s Chapel UCC
4344 S. Fremont Avenue, Springfield, MO
“Being God’s Beloved Community Now!”

Speakers, Workshops, Worship...food!
David Greenhaw, President, Eden Seminary &
Geoff Brewster, Sr. Dir. of Stewardship, Phillips Seminary
Gathering 9: 30 a.m. Adjourn at 3 p.m.
If interested, speak with Pastor Kemery
Before Oct. 1 the cost is $30. After that, $35.

Be well-rounded.
Get plenty of sunshine.
Give thanks for life’s bounty.
Have a thick skin.
Keep growing.
Be outstanding in your field.
Think big!
—Ilan Shamir

Reformation milestone: celebration and repentance
October 31, 2017, marks the 500th anniversary of the start of the Protestant
Reformation, when Martin Luther posted his “95 Theses” on a church door in
Germany. This wasn’t an unusual act at the time; Luther was simply welcoming
scholarly debate. But his ideas opposing certain teachings and practices of the
Roman Catholic Church led to a monumental shift in Christianity.
Along with other reformers, Luther taught that Scripture is the supreme authority for the believer; that salvation comes by grace alone, through faith alone; and that baptism gives all full access to God in Christ (“the priesthood of all believers”), so there’s no need for an intermediary
such as a pope, priest or saint.
Initially, the reformers intended not to leave the Catholic Church but to reform it. But those
who protested church practices became known as Protestants, and eventually, multiple denominations arose — Lutheranism, Presbyterianism, Anglicanism and others — and did, in fact, separate
from the Roman tradition.
Sadly, woven amid the good intentions to rightly teach and live the faith were sins on all sides:
Luther hurled insults “with the best of them”; the pope excommunicated him and had other reformers executed; the beliefs and faith of theological opponents were regularly disparaged. As
Heinz Josef Algermissen, a present-day Roman Catholic bishop in Germany, states: “In commemorating the Reformation, we cannot just see it as a jubilee, but should also admit our guilt for
past errors and repent on both sides for the past 500 years.”

St. Peter’s Church Board met on Monday, September 11 at 7:00 pm. The board spent considerable
time reviewing repair and maintenance items for the “Driscoll” rental house. The house has not had any interior updates for several years and is in need of new flooring, paint, and paneling repair. The board decided to call a special congregational meeting for October 1 after worship. At that time, a proposal for repairs of the rental property will be presented to the congregation for consideration. It is hoped that the “Driscoll” property can be ready for occupancy in mid
October.
October will also be a time to celebrate fall. Once again, the Wares have generously offered to host our
annual bonfire, picnic and hayride. This event will be on Sunday afternoon, October 22, at 4:00 p.m. Bring a covered
dish and plan to enjoy the festivities, fellowship, and food!

In other business
The board expressed thanks to the Assembly of God Church for donating the comfortable blue chairs in the choir
loft.
Ongoing effort to refurbish the church sound system continues-many thanks to Alan Ware and John Wagemann for
tackling this project.
Thanks to Amber Tinsley and Pastor Kemery for the updates and cleaning of the “cry room”.
Billings Boy Scouts will be chartering a pack in late October and will begin using the Fellowship hall for meetings
once per week.
The next board meeting will be October 9 at 7:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Mary Kastendieck

Choir News
Hi, everyone! Our goal this choir season
is to sing songs that bring joy, comfort,
and rejoicing to us all. We'll be working
on some familiar songs from several hymnals and also a few that are old time favorites from the past. Please come join us!
We practice from 7 to 8PM on Wednesday evenings, and that hour really goes by
quickly. If you have a favorite song that
you'd like to hear, please let any choir
member know and we'll try to find it. Erna
Lou will be on the piano and Herman will
be playing his guitar or banjo on many of
our songs. Come help us praise the Lord!

The Ladies Friendship Guild is collecting
Best Choice labels. With each 1,000 labels we
send in we receive a check for $60. 00. This
money helps the Guild with projects throughout
the year. We'd appreciate it if you would help us
by bringing in the UPC symbol from any Best
Choice product that you use. (no metal) There
are containers for the labels in the church hall
and also on the table by the front door.
Thank you for helping us with this project!

Cindy

Cindy and the Choir
HOMEMADE APPLE PIES
The apple pies are made in our Church and then frozen.
All you need to do is pop one in your oven when you want one.
LATTICE-TOP, CRUST TOP, CRUMB TOP, and SUGAR-FREE
$10.00
GLUTEN-FREE are available for $12.00

Last Date to Order Pies OCT. 8th
Pick-up dates Oct. 14th 10:00 a.m. to 12:00
And Nov. 11th from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00
CALL ---Diane---744-2055
Charlene--744-2627
Louella--744-2548

Church Office--744-2701

From The
Bible

Appreciate — and act
October is Pastor (or Clergy) Appreciation Month,
reminding church members to thank their hardworking
ministry leaders. But the people in the pews — though
they might lack official church titles — also play important roles in doing God’s work.
In User Friendly Churches (Regal Books), researcher George Barna compares the behavior of people in
growing vs. stagnant or declining churches. Members
of growing churches actively participate in the
church’s ministry. “They did not divorce their faith
from their lifestyle; their faith was their lifestyle,” Barna writes. “They took seriously the classical Reformation doctrine of the priesthood of all believers.”
By contrast, laypeople in stagnant churches tend to
observe rather than participate. “They perceived their
role as being in the audience in the stands,” Barna
notes, “nodding approvingly in efforts to demonstrate
religious behavior as the clergy went through their
paces.”
Appreciate your pastors, but then follow their example by living out your beliefs!

The Lord is my light and my
salvation;
Whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the strength of my
life;
Of whom shall I be afraid?
2 When the wicked came against
me
To eat up my flesh,
My enemies and foes,
They stumbled and fell.
3 Though an army may encamp
against me,
My heart shall not fear;
Though war may rise against
me,
In this I will be confident.
Psalm 27 1-3 NKJ
1

Disaster Preparedness
Wildfires, tornadoes, hurricanes, flooding, earthquakes: disasters can happen anytime. There
are two opportunities to become informed about resources here in Billings and to receive Disaster Readiness training in case of an emergency.
Saturday, Oct. 7 10:00 a.m.

The Lions Clubs will display and inform people about the Disaster Alert Trailer. Learn what it can do, what is needed to make
it operational in a disaster. CALL: Sandy Stockham
417-844-4075 for location and other information

CERT Training

Receive Disaster Certification through the County
Oct. 20, 21 and 28

CALL: Jen Morrison 417-699-0164 for times, location and more information
“The Reformer is always right about what’s wrong. However, he's often wrong about what is
right.”
—G.K. Chesterton

Bruce Baker; Mary Burkhardt; Julie Cunningham (friend of Judy
Crockett),
Anna Lea Dobbins;
Mike Halpin (request of Bobbie
Rauch); David Haver (request of Denise Hampton); Robert Hargrave; Jenise Huffman; William Kohn (request
of Chris Rauch); Steve Netzer; Michael Newman (friend
of Samuel Faris); David McCullough (request of Robin
Hatten), JoAnn McGehee; Mary Meny; Jamie Murphy;
Mike Rauch; Kay Rill; Roger Rill; David Rumley; Seth
Rumley; Baby Evelyn Smart: (requested of Dan & Robin
Hatten; Charles Schatz; Ray Schultz; Mary Schmidt request of Charlene Rumley; Aaron Sears (request of
Denise Hampton); Gary Stewart; Cody Verch; Mary
Zoller; Steven Zoller; local investigative team: All impacted by Hurricanes Harvey & Irma; western wildfires
& the Mexico earthquake; for all who struggling in body,

A pray for neighborliness
O God, we pray for a broader vision of the
needs of humanity, and a deeper compassion
to fill those needs; for a planting of the seeds
of concern for all humanity in our hearts; for a
tapping of the wells of generosity. May we live
together as people who have been forgiven a
great debt. May we be gentle, walking softly
with one another. May we be understanding,
lest we shall add to the world’s sorrow or
cause to flow needless tears. May we be as
anxious for the rights of others as we are for
our own. May we be as eager to forgive as we
are to seek forgiveness. May we know no barriers of creed or race or sex, that our love may
be like Yours — a love that sees all people as
Your children and our kin. May we be ministers of humanity.
—Peter Marshall

October Newsletter Deadline
All articles must be received by noon on
Friday September15th to be in the October

Newsletter. Anything received after the
18th will be in the November Newsletter.
Please send all articles for the October
Newsletter to: Mary Steinmann Editor: @
Email: msteinmann37@gmail.com

Your donations to the food Pantry are
very important and St. Joseph’s would like
to thank everyone who donated. Our next
collection day will be October 8th. All
donations of canned foods, paper goods,
or cash are appreciated.

Special dates
• World Communion Sunday, October 1, 2017
• Reformation Sunday, October 29, 2017
• Reformation Day, October 31, 2017

Weekly Events
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM
Tuesday—Bible Study 10:00 AM.
Wednesday — Choir Practice 7 p.m.

Monthly Meetings
Monday, Oct.9 Board meeting@7:00 p.m.
Sat. Oct. 14 Friendship Guild@ 10 a,m.
Sat. Oct.14 Western Association
Meeting, Springfield
Sat. Oct. 21 Staiger & Pirtle Wedding,
6:30 p.m.

Readers and Scripture Text

10/01
10/08
10/15
10/22
10/29
11-05
11-12

Gale Boswell
Ex 17: 1-17 Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 Phil 2:1-13 Matthew 21:23-32
Fred Zell
Ex 20: 1-20 Psalm 19
Phil 3:4b-14
Matthew 21:33-46
Danny Hutter
Ex 33: 12-23 Psalm 99
Phil 4: 1-9
Matthew 22:1-14
Marry Beyer
Isa 45:1-7 Psalm 96:1-9 (10-13) 1 Thess 1:1-10 Matt 22:15-22
Sam Schaumann Deut 34:1-12 Ps 90: 1-6, 13-17 1Thess 2:18 Matthew 22:34-36
Sherry Coker
Josh 3:7-17, Ps 107:1-7,33-37 1Thess 2:9-13 Matthew 23:1-12
David Rauch
Josh 24:1-3a 14-25 Ps 78:1-7
1Thess 4:13-18 Matt 25:1-13

10-03
10-09
10-15-2010
10-16
10-18
10-18
10-19
10-23
10-27

10/01
10/08
10/15
10/22
10/29
11/05
11/12

Kaddie Jones
Ann Staiger
Addelyn Elizabeth Staiger
Christopher McCroskey
Emillie Jones
Radeliah Jones
Abigail Rose Staiger
Joe Coker
Jerry Staiger

Mary Beyer & Gale Boswell
Norma & Cindy Wagemann
Mary Lou & Danny Hutter
Sam & Debbie Shaumann
Mike & Bobbie Rauch
Herman & Mary Steinmann
David & Luella Thomas

Communion Stewards
Oct. — Sam Schaumann
Nov. — Amber Tinsley

10-15-60 Herman and Mary Steinmann
10-15-72 John and Jane Staiger
10-31-65 David and Luella Thomas
Recording
Schedule

10-01
10-08
10-15
10-22
10-29
11-05
11/12

John Wagemann
Amber Tinsley
Schaumann
John Wagemann
Amber Tinsley
Schaumann
John Wagemann

King of kings, Word of words
When Jesus Christ
utters a word, he
opens his mouth so
wide that it embraces
all heaven and earth,
even though that
word be but in a
whisper. The word of the emperor is powerful, but that of Jesus Christ governs the
whole universe.
—Martin Luther, Table Talk

