St. Peter’s Evangelical UCC Newsletter
P.O. Box 250, 303 NE Pine Street, Billings, Mo 65610
Web page: www.stpetersucc.us
Pastor Kemery Baldwin—Cell phone (417) 755-1276
Fellowship Hall & Church Office 744-2701

Sunday School 9:30 AM Worship Service 10:30 AM
Community Thanksgiving Service on Sunday, November 18, 2018
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November 2018
We are heading into the home stretch of the year 2018. I always have to check my mood
this time of year since I am not a fall/winter person. The lessening of the daylight isn’t helpful…to me. I won’t be warm again until June. With disappointments, heartaches, and for
this community the recent deaths and serious accidents and misfortunes that have come in
a wave can overwhelm us. The world can seem a bit off-kilter and so can we. It’s important
to remember that we have control over so little in our lives. I cannot control the weather or
how another person drives! I’ll quote Charles Swindoll here who makes the point for me:
It’s been said that life is 10 percent of what happens to us and 90 percent of how we react to
it. We are in control of our attitude.
With that preface, those of you who on Facebook have surely seen this meme pop up:
“Be kind, for everyone you meet is fighting a hard battle.” ~Plato
Everyone has a struggle or a “battle” of some sort. On a typical day I might interact with
the bank teller, grocery clerk, and pharmacy assistant. For me and my heart, mind and soul I
will choose kindness. There will be times when the kindness attitude is not returned and
that will disappoint. I can control me, no one else. And that may be the hardest battle we
ALL are fighting. Ourselves.
The prophet Micah living in Judah approximately 700 years before the birth of Christ
spoke words that gave clear direction for living in the way of God when he said,
(W)hat does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?
Micah 6:8 NRSV
Words certainly to help us with our attitude and during this month our gratitude!
In the power and the peace of Jesus,

Rev. Kemery Baldwin
P.S. Thank you, St. Peter’s Church, for the Pastor Appreciation card and generous gift card
to Jimm‘s Steak House. Yum!

The St. Peter’s Church Board met on Monday, October 15 at 7:00 p.m. All members and Pastor Baldwin were present. After the approval of treasurer’s report and
minutes, the board reviewed the church by-laws and began planning for the upcoming pastoral search and call. It was determined to investigate all options (full
time/part time/shared/or other) for the pastoral search. Then, at the November
meeting, the board will discuss and determine which pastoral option to pursue, appoint a search committee, and determine a budget to present to the congregation
in December.
In other business….
The board voted to reimburse the Wares for the expenses incurred purchasing
paper goods and food items for the hayride/hot dog roast that was cancelled
due to the weather. The items will be stored at church for use at future
events.
Received a report from David Hampton that the church siding and roof repair by
Absolute Roofing ($540) should be completed in the next few weeks.
Discussed steps to take to winterize the Driscoll property rental house.
Received a report from Pastor Kemery that the Children’s Church is going well
and that we need to continue to spread the word.
Voted to donate $100 to the MSU Ekklesia Campus Ministries in honor of the retirement of Howard Cavner.
Received a thank you note from Pastor Kemery for the appreciation gift.
Set the next board meeting for Sunday, November 11th at 12:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Mary Kastendieck, President

The genius of generosity
"Thanks to everyone for your prayers during my recent illness. I received a miraculous touch from God.
I know that was a response to prayers of all who prayed during the
event. You are a wonderful church
family. "
Denise Hampton

Kansas pastor Jack Wellman
has been credited with the
insight that “there is a certain
genius in generosity.” He
explains that when we open our
hands — figuratively speaking — to allow something
to pass through our fingers, rather than holding
it with tightly clenched fists, God can give us new
blessings.
“God cannot pour more into hands that are
already clinging tightly to what they hold,” says
Wellman. Whether material goods or time, ideas

More than skin deep
Gratitude, said Martin Luther, is “the
basic Christian attitude.” Yet gratitude is
much more than a state of mind. Often
it’s a decision, and it becomes an act of
humility when we recognize our depravity — and our need for a Savior.
The 10 disgraced lepers who beg Jesus for mercy (see Luke 17:11-19) are
described as allogenes, Greek for
“outcast.” (All humans, sick with sin, fit
that description!) The leper who returned to give thanks received more
than just physical healing, according to
Scripture. When Jesus says, “Your faith
has made you well,” he uses the Greek
that means “Your faith has saved you.”
The grateful leper, recognizing his depravity, humbly decides to return and
give thanks, knowing — through faith
— that his skin and his soul have been
healed.

or talents, money or energy, the gifts God has given
us so generously are to be shared just as freely with
others. With our hands continually open to receive,
give and receive again, God’s genius cycle of
generosity goes on and on.

Little word, big difference
God says to give thanks in everything.
That doesn’t mean you need to give
thanks for everything. You don’t need to
give thanks for that bad day. Or for that
bad relationship. Or being passed over at
work. Financial hardship. Whatever it is
— you are not to give thanks for the difficulties but rather in the difficulties.
That is a very important distinction, and
one I think we often miss. Giving
thanks in everything shows a heart of faith
that God is bigger than the difficulties and
that he can use them, if you approach him
with the right heart and spirit, for your
good and his glory.
—Tony Evans

The October 13, 2018 Friendship Guild meeting was called to order by President Diane Zell,
with 9 Present.. Cindy Wagemann read a devotional from “Daily Bread titled “Ask the Animals”.
Charlene Rumley reported sending 4 sympathy and 2 get-well cards. Charlene gave the financial
report with a balance of $2,947.27. A thank-you card was read from St. Peter's Cemetery Fund
for our contribution in honor of Edward Kastendeick.
Pastor Baldwin read the minutes from last months meeting.
Pastor also reported that the Board was starting to form committees to address the pastoral
search.
Fall Fest will be October 14th weather permitting.
Mission fest will be October 21 with Donnie and Susie Briscoe as speakers.. There will be a
carry-in dinner after service.
The Community Thanksgiving Service will be November 18 at St. Joseph Church with Rev.
"Daily
Baldwin as speaker. The time has not been set yet.
Under old Business the Pie Sale was discussed. A motion was passed to pay the shipping cost
for the eye-glasses collected for Festival of Sharing.
Collection will be October 20th at Hood Methodist Church in Republic..
A motion was passed to make a $100 donation to the Kaliyah Menkel Memorial Fund. A
motion was passed to make a $200 donation to Charity and Christopher Lurvey who had a
serious motorcycle accident.
We will decorate for Mission Fest Saturday October 20 at 9:30.
We made plans for Chili and Soup Supper, November 9, from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. This is a fundraiser for Relay for Life. The price will be $5 per plate.
The next Friendship Guild Meeting will be November 10th at 10:00 a.m. All ladies are invited to
join us.
Respectfully submitted
Diane Zell

King of kings and Lord of lords
In the Bible, no one is called “Lord of lords” but God and Christ. Although a couple
of Old Testament earthly kings (Artaxerxes and Nebuchadnezzar) are referred to as
“king of kings,” only in reference to Christ is the term capitalized — “King of kings.”
Earthly rulers can claim supremacy, but we celebrate Christ the King Sunday as the
culmination of the liturgical year to testify that our Lord Jesus is Ruler of all. In the
words of the famous “Hallelujah” chorus from Handel’s Messiah: “King of kings and
Lord of lords; and he shall reign for ever and ever!”

"God is nigh"
The earliest official reference to using “Taps” at
a military funeral is described in an 1891 manual.
During the Civil War, a Union soldier “was buried at a time when the battery occupied an advanced position concealed in the woods.” Because it wasn’t safe to fire the customary three
volleys over the grave, Captain John Tidball decided the sounding of “Taps” would be an appropriate substitute ceremony.
Previously, “Taps” signaled the end of a soldier’s work day, but it has since come to honor
the end of his or her earthly life. Horace Trim’s
lyrics remind us of God’s constant presence:
Day is done, gone the sun
From the lakes, from the hills, from the sky
All is well, safely rest
God is nigh.
Thanks and praise for our days
’Neath the sun, ’neath the stars, ’neath the sky
As we go, this we know
God is nigh.

+Christian Symbol+
The sun is often used as a symbol for
Christ, especially during church-year
seasons that use prophetic imagery and
focus on Jesus’ second coming. Malachi 4:2 — “But for you who fear my
name, the sun of righteousness shall
rise with healing in its wings” (ESV)
— is echoed in the Christmas hymn
“Hark, the Herald Angels Sing”:
Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
risen with healing in his wings.

Sun of Righteousness

From The
Bible
16 that He would grant you according to the riches of His glory,
to be strengthened with might
through His Spirit in the inter
man,
17 that Christ may dwell in your
hearts through faith; that you,
being rooted and grounded in
love,
18 may be able to comprehend
with all the saints what is the
width and length and depth and
height-19 to know the love of Christ
which passes knowledge; that you
may be filled with all the fullness
of God.
Ephesians 3:16-19 NKJ

“Be thankful for what you
have; you’ll end up having
more. If you concentrate on
what you don’t have, you
will never, ever have
enough.”
—Oprah Winfrey
***
“Vegetables are a must on a
diet. I suggest carrot cake,
zucchini bread and pumpkin
pie.”
—Jim Davis
***
“Variety’s the very spice of
life that gives it all its flavor.”
—William Cowper

Newsletter Deadline
All articles must be received by noon
on the 3rd Friday of the Month. AnyHome care: Mar y Lou Hutter ; Roger Rill; Ray
Schultz; Mary Zoller

thing received after that will be in the
following Newsletter.

In Sympathy: family & friends of Mary Rambo;
Riley Menkle & family on the lost infant Kayliah

Please send all articles for the Newsletter to: Mary Steinmann Editor: Email:
msteinmann37@gmail.com

Health & Wellness: Br ent Cockr um; Denise
Hampton; Theda Inman; Amy & Chris Lurvey; David Rauch; Mike Rauch; Kay Rill; Chet Jenkins;
Dorann (Cloud) Jones; Michael Newman (friend of
Sam Faris); Michael Morris (request of Becky Pannucci; James Murphy; Schatz; Crissy Wilson (Cassie
Staiger’sister);
Steve
Zoller.
Bruce Baker; Wilma Cozort (Eliz Staiger’s grandmother); The Ben Garbee family; Ray Garbee; Ham
family, two youngest children have failing hearts,
request of Sanya Lenahan; Jenise Huffman; Steve
Netzer; JoAnn McGehee; Mary Meny; Aaron Sears
(request of Denise Hampton).
Wider concerns: those impacted by natur al disasters; mission partners in Ghana; for all struggling in
body, mind or spirit. We give thanks for friendship
gained & cherished; for laughter, smiles & joy.
Daylight Savings Ends Nov.3rd
(turn clocks Back Saturday Night)
Friday, Nov. 9th Chili Supper Fundraisr, 5:30pm -8pm
Saturday, Nov. 10th Friendship Guild, 10 a.m.
Sunday, Nov. 11th Board meeting, Noon
SUNDAYS

Sunday, 4 Communion Sunday
Sunday,11 Board meeting, Noon
Sunday 18
Community Thanksgiving Service,
6:00 p.m. @ St. Joseph's Catholic Church
Thursday, November 22 is the Thanksgiving Holiday
Sunday 25 Reign of Christ Sunday/Memorial Sunday
Hanging of th Greens after worship

Your donations to the food Pantry are
very important and St. Joseph’s would
like to thank everyone who donated.
Collections day will be the First Sunday of each month, donations of
canned foods, paper goods, or cash

Special dates
• All Saints’ Day, November 1, 2018
• Daylight-Saving Time ends, Nov. 4, 2018
• Veterans Day, November 11, 2018
• Thanksgiving Day, November 22, 2018
• Christ the King Sunday, Nov. 25, 2018

Weekly Events
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Confirmation 9:15a.m to 10:15 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 AM
Tuesday—Bible Study 10:00 AM.
A single grateful thought
toward heaven is the
most complete prayer.”
—Gotthold Lessing

Readers and Scripture Text

11/04 David Rauch

Ruth 1:1-8 Psalm 146

Hebrew 9:11-14 Mark 12:28-34

11/11 Sam Faris Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17 Psalm 127 Hebrew 9-24-28 Mark 12:28-44
11/18 Diane Zell

1 Samuel 1:4-20 Psalm 16 Hebrew 10:11-25 Mark 13:1-8

11/25 Becky Pannucci 2 Sam 23:1 –7 Psalm 132:1-12 Rev. 1:4b-8 John 18:33-37
12/02 Chris Rauch Jeremiah33:14-16 Psalm 25:1-10 1 Thess 3: 9-13 Luke 21:25-36
12/09 Cindy Wagemann Mal 3:1-4 Luke 1:68-79 Philippians 1:3-11 Luke 3:1-16

NOVEMBER

NOVEMBER
11-01

Jessie Jones

11-01

Keely McCroskey

11-06

Dave Robinson

11-07

Bobbi Rauch

11-10

Sherry Coker

11-10

John Wagemann

11-15

Judy Crockett

11-17

Mia Hope Hatten

11-17

Erna Lou Kastendieck

11-19

Norma Wagemann

11-23

Mellisa Jones

11-25

Charles Wallace

11-27

Raymond Schultz

11-28

Debbie Wagemann

THANKS OFFERING
Collection for our Thanks
Offering for the Emmaus
Home will be Nov. 11th and
Nov. 18th

11-26

Curtis and Paula McCroskey

11-04 Sam & Debbie Schaumann
11/11 Herman & Mary Steinmann
11/18 David & Luella Thomas
11/25 Fred & Diane Zell
12/02 Sherry Coker Family
12/09 Mark & Andrea Schultz

Communion Stewards
Nov. — Amber Tinsley
Dec. — Chris Rauch

