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November 2017
Mission Fest Sunday is November 5 this year. I am not certain when this mission-focused Sunday
began with its seasonal decorations, speakers and luncheon. I am certain that mission, whether local
or global, is appropriate to emphasize in worship.
Since all three of the mission teams* St. Peter’s helps support are currently in Ghana, West Africa,
I feel blessed that the UCC/DOC Global Ministries graciously arranged for Mission Partner Kearstin
Bailey to be with us. Kearstin served with the Reformed Church in Hungary for two years. She is a native of Ohio and is a member of David’s United Church of Christ in Canal Winchester, Ohio. Global
Ministries is a common witness of the Division of Oversees Ministries, Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) and Wider Church Ministries, United Church of Christ.

Kearstin will be arriving on Saturday, Nov. 4 and staying until Sunday evening Nov. 5. She will be with
us from Adult Bible Study, through worship AND she will use our technology in the Fellowship Hall to
show more photos and offer additional stories of her work.

Kearstin Bailey

St. Peter’s is a congregation with a heart for mission. Please mark
your calendars for Sunday Nov. 5. Turn your clocks back for the
end of Daylight Savings time and be with us for Mission Fest Sunday. If you are able, bring a side dish to share BUT don’t let that
stop you from attending any part of this day!

In the power and the peace of Jesus,
Rev. Kemery Baldwin
*Bob and Nancy Schaefer, Paul and Jennifer (Faris) Schaefer, Donny and Susie (Schaefer) Briscoe
______________________________________________________________________________

The heading says November, BUT October has 5 Sundays! Take note:
Sunday, Oct. 22: Fall Fellowship Event @ Pat and Alan Ware’s @ 4 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 29: Guest preacher, Richard Schaefer @ the 10: 30 a.m. worship service.
PS: Thank you, St. Peter’s Church, for the Pastor Appreciation card and gift!

The St. Peter’s church board met on Monday, Oct. 9. The board discussed
several upcoming events, including the Fall Festival Event to be held at Alan and
Pat Ware’s on October 22 from 4-6 p.m. Hot dogs and drinks will be provided.
Please bring a covered dish and a lawn chair to enjoy the evening’s fellowship and activities.
Many thanks to our hosts for again agreeing to provide the beautiful venue for our fall event!
At the special congregational meeting on October 1, the “Driscoll” house repair and maintenance proposal for $4700 was approved. As I write this, the painters are finishing up and the
flooring installation will begin shortly. There are a few other miscellaneous items to finish,
however it is anticipated that the property will be available by November 1. The board has decided to charge $500 per month for rent. The rental fee will include mowing, but not utilities.
In addition, the parsonage is also available for rent on November 1. The rental for this unit
is $450 per month plus utilities. If you know anyone interested in completing a rental application for either of these properties, please have them call the church office or me at 913-5942484.
In other business:
The board discussed planning for Mission Fest on Sunday, November 5.
The Boy Scouts will be having organizational meetings near the end of October and will
then begin using the Fellowship Hall once per week.
The kitchen ceiling in the Fellowship Hall has been repaired and painted.
And finally, it is Pastor Appreciation month…and do we ever appreciate our pastor! Thank
you, Pastor Kemery, for going above and beyond in service to the church, the community, and
to the greater work of our Lord and Savior.
Respectfully submitted,

Mary Kastendieck
“

Time to Thank, Time to ““Share”
Thanksgiving is a time to share.
A roasted turkey stuffed with care,
potatoes, yams and buttered rolls
are passed around in festive bowls.
But first we thank our God above
and share with others his great love.
The dish served last is always best —
a slice of pie for every guest.
—MaryAnn

A wake-up call
The good God permits such small evils to befall us
merely in order to arouse us snorers from our deep sleep
and to make us recognize, on the other hand, the incomparable and innumerable benefits we still have. …
With [our misfortunes], God gives us a light by which we
may see and understand his goodness and kindness in
countless other ways. Then we conclude that such small
misfortunes are barely a drop of water on a big fire or a
little spark in the ocean. Then we understand and love the
words: “O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his
steadfast love endures forever!”
—Martin Luther

Everyday saints
Everyday things, relationships with other people, daily work, love of our family — all these
may breed saints.
Jesus of Nazareth taught us to live every hour of the day as saints. Every hour of the day is
useful and may lead to divine inspiration, the will of the Father, the prayer of contemplation —
holiness. Every hour of the day is holy. What matters is to live it as Jesus taught us.
And for this, one does not have to shut oneself in a monastery or fix strange and inhumane
[regimens] for one’s life. It is enough to accept the realities of life. Work is one of these realities;
motherhood, the rearing of children, family life with all its obligations are others.
—Carlo Carretto, Letters From the Desert

Bible Quiz

After Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were
thrown, bound, into a blazing furnace for
refusing to worship false gods, how many
men did King Nebuchadnezzar see walking
around in the fire?
A. None — they were all dead
B. Three — unbound and unharmed
C. Four — and the fourth looked like a divine
being
D. Too many to count

Answer: C (See Daniel 3:25.)

The October 14, 2017 Friendship Guild meeting was called to order by President Diane Zell
with 9 members and 3 visitors present.
Charlene Rumley gave the card Report with 5 sympathy, 3 Thinking of You and 1 Get Well
being sent.
Chris Rauch read the secretary report. We reviewed the September meeting when we passed a
motion to donate $500 to UCC Hurricane Relief Fund and the following Sunday, that motion
was rescinded and a motion was made to donate the $500 to The Convoy of Hope in Springfield, Mo. That motion passed.
Treasurer Report was read with a balance of $2,506.11 as of October 1.
Expenses: $500 Convoy of Hope, $11.97 Card Expense $303 EC.H. collection.
Denise Hampton gave the Board Report.
Since Pastor was at the Conference Meeting, she sent her report to be read.
A Thank You card was read from Janine and Waylon Pirtle.
Our program was an interesting demonstration by Linda Baxtor and Linda Bracy on making
paper Flowers. They were accompanied by Linda Baxtor's mother Mary Burkhart, They also
brought samples of the floral arrangements that they sell.
We adjourned with the Lord's Prayer.
Diane Zell

Christ our feast
Christ is not only a remedy for your weariness
and trouble, but he will give you an abundance of
the contrary, joy and delight. They who come to
Christ do not only come to a resting place after
they have been wandering in a wilderness, but they
come to a banqueting house where they may rest,
and where they may feast. They may cease from
their former troubles and toils, and they may enter
upon a course of delights and spiritual joys.
—Jonathan Edwards

Counting blessings
Numbered lists grab our attention. In the checkout aisle or
on the internet, we gravitate toward headings such as “10
ways to lose weight by summer!” or “3 simple steps to acing
that test!”
Ancient Jewish sages urged people to count out and speak
at least 100 blessings, or statements of gratitude, each day.
What would happen if we intentionally listed 100 blessings
daily? Can you imagine?!
What if the first blessing we counted was simply the day
itself? “Thank you, God, for this brand new day!” “Bless my
use of this day, Lord, that I might glorify you.” Scripture encourages such awareness and promises an additional blessing
in return: “Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a
heart of wisdom” (Psalm 90:12, NIV).
—Heidi Mann

Thank you, veterans!
On Veterans Day, we honor men and
women who’ve served and sacrificed
in one of America’s armed services.
On November 11, 1918, America
and her allies signed a truce with German leaders, ending World War I. In
1919, President Wilson decided the
United States should remember with
gratitude the end of that war and honor
military members by marking Armistice Day, or “truce” day. In 1954,
Congress changed the name to Veterans Day, honoring veterans of every
era.
Veterans Day highlights our country’s quest for peace, justice and freedom throughout the world. Followers
of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, pray for
unity among all nations and for the day
when “nation will not take up sword
against nation, nor will they train for
war anymore” (Isaiah 2:4, NIV).

From The
Bible

Exercising our gratitude muscles
Expressing gratitude isn’t just a good thing to do; it
also appears to be good for us! Indiana University researchers found that participants who performed gratitude-focused writing exercises felt uplifted, and were
more likely to express gratefulness through generosity,
even weeks later.
Furthermore, brain scans revealed increased gratituderelated activity even months down the road (New York
Magazine).
Though the study was small, we seem to have a
“gratitude muscle” that can be strengthened through exercise. If so, there may be more than we thought to the
popularity of gratitude journals and Mom’s insistence
that we write thank-you notes. Not to mention the biblical call to “give thanks to the LORD, for he is good” (1
Chronicles 16:34, for example).
Might God have hardwired us for gratitude — not only at Thanksgiving but year round — because it’s good
for us as well as for those we thank? To that, we respond, “Thanks be to God!”

1 Praise

the Lord!
Oh, give thanks to the lord
He is good
for His mercy endures forever.
Psalm 106:1 NKJ
30 I will praise the name of God
with a song,
And will magnify Him with
thanksgiving.
31 This also shall please the Lord
better than an ox or bull,
Which has horns and hooves.
Psalm 69: 30-31 NKJ
6 Be anxious for nothing, but
In everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let
your request be made known to
God;
Philippians 4:6 NKJ

Communing with nature
In More Than Words (Westminster John Knox),
Erin Wathen tells of serving as pastor at a church
where, following communion, the children take the
leftover bread outside for the birds. One day,
Wathen’s own youngsters were playing church when
they summoned her to a “meeting” for a new church
plant.
The kids had planned the building layout, an order
of worship, a prayer garden, a grand-opening picnic
— and something else, which Wathen didn’t initially
understand. Then her heart swelled with joy, recognizing that her daughter meant the post-Eucharist
disposal of bread, which clearly, to the child, was a
natural and assumed part of church. “[We need] a
place,” the girl stated casually, “for the animals to
have communion.”

Thanksgiving November 23, 2017
Have a great day
Crown

A crown, of course, symbolizes royal authority.
As a Christian symbol it represents both Christ
as King of kings (Revelation 17:14, for example) and the eternal life promised to Christ’s
followers: “Be faithful unto death, and I will
give you the crown of life”
(Revelation 2:10, ESV)

Bruce Baker; Mary Burkhardt; Julie
Cunningham (friend of Judy Crockett), Anna Lea Dobbins; Mike Halpin (request of Bobbie Rauch); David Haver & Sonya Sears-Haver
(request of Denise Hampton); Robert Hargrave; Jenise
Huffman; William Kohn (request of Chris Rauch); Steve
Netzer; Michael Newman (friend of Samuel Faris); David
McCullough (request of Robin Hatten), JoAnn McGehee;
Mary Meny; Jamie Murphy; Mike Rauch; Kay Rill; Roger
Rill; David Rumley; Seth Rumley; Charles Schatz; Ray
Schultz; Mary Schmidt request of Charlene Rumley;
Aaron Sears (request of
Denise Hampton); Baby
EvelyCody Verch; Mary Zoller; Steven Zoller; local investigative team: All impacted by Hurricanes Harvey &
Irma; western wildfires & the Mexico earthquake; for all
who struggling in body, mind or spirit. We give thanks for
friendship gained & cherished; for laughter, smiles & Joy.

Choir News
Hi! Are you all wondering where this
year has gone? I sure am! These last few
weeks our choir has been working on some
old familiar songs as well as selections
from our hymnal that are new to us. Many
have lyrics that say so much about the gift
of our faith, and others have a "catchy"
tune that we like. We enjoy singing and we
would like to extend an invitation to anyone who would like to join us. Don't be
shy! Come help us praise the Lord!
The heading says November, BUT
October has 5 Sundays! Take note:
Sunday, Oct. 22: Fall Fellowship Event @ Pat
and Alan Ware’s @ 4 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 29: Guest preacher, Richard
Schaefer @ the 10: 30 a.m. worship service.
PS: Thank you, St. Peter’s Church, for the Pastor Appreciation card and gift!

December Newsletter Deadline
All articles must be received by noon on
Friday November 20th to be in the December

Newsletter. Anything received after the
20th will be in the January Newsletter.
Please send all articles for the December
Newsletter to: Mary Steinmann Editor: @
Email: msteinmann37@gmail.com

Your donations to the food Pantry are
very important and St. Joseph’s would like
to thank everyone who donated. Our next
collection day will be November 12th. All
donations of canned foods, paper goods,
or cash are appreciated.

Special dates
• All Saints’ Day, November 1, 2017
• Daylight-Saving Time ends, November 5, 2017
• Veterans Day, November 11, 2017
• Thanksgiving Day, November 23, 2017
• Christ the King Sunday, November 26, 2017

Weekly Events
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM
Tuesday—Bible Study 10:00 AM.
Wednesday — Choir Practice 7 p.m.

Sun. Nov. 5th Mission Fest
(with luncheon after worship)
Communion Sunday
Sun. Nov. 19 Community Thanksgiving
Service
Mon. Nov.13th Board meeting@7:00 p.m.
Sat. Nov. 11th Friendship Guild@ 10 a,m.
Sun. Nov. 26 Hanging of the Greens after
Worship

Readers and Scripture Text

11-05
11-12
11-19
11/26
12/03
12/10

Sherry Coker
Josh 3:7-17, Ps 107:1-7, 33-37 1Thess 2:9-13 Matthew 23:1-12
David Rauch
Josh 24:1-3a 14-25 Ps 78:1-7
1Thess 4:13-18 Matt 25:1-13
Sam Faris
Judges 4:1-7 Psalms 123 1Thess 5:1-11
Matthew 25:14-30
Diane Zell
Ezek 34:11-16, 20-24 Psalms 100 1Thes 5:12-28 Matt 25:31-46
Becky Pannucci Isaiah 64:1-9, Psalms 80:1-7, 17-19 Eph 1:15-23 Mark 13:24-37
Mary Kay Kastendieck Isa 40:1-11 Psalms 85:1-2, 8-13 2Pet 3:8-15a Mark 1:1-8

NOVEMBER
11-01

Jessie Jones

11-01

Keely McCroskey

11-06

Dave Robinson

11-07

Bobbie Rauch

11-10

Sherry Coker

11-10

John Wagemann

11-15

Judy Crockett

11-17

Mia Hope Hatten

11-17

Erna Lou Kastendieck

11-19

Norma Wagemann

11-21

Mary Beyer

11-23

Mellisa Jones

11-25

Charles Wallace

11-27

Raymond Schultz

11-28

Debbie Wagemann

NOVEMBER
11-26-04

Curtis and Paula McCroskey

11/05 Herman & Mary Steinmann
11/12 David & Luella Thomas
11/19 Fred & Diane Zell
11/26 Sherry Coker & Nick Dziwanowski
12/03 Mark & Andrea Schultz
12/10 Mary Beyer & Gale Boswell

Communion Stewards
Nov. — Sam Shaumann
Dec. — Denise Hampton

Daylight-Saving Time
ends, November 5, 2017

“Coming together is a beginning; keeping
together is progress; working together is
success.”
—Henry Ford

