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H ONOR YOUR FATHER AND M OTHER
God had just finished the giving of the first four commandments relating to the love we
should have for Him (Ex. 20:3-11). He then turns His attention to the love we are to have for
others, and begins with, “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land which the Lord your God gives you” (Ex. 20:12). We have heard this command many times and it is even repeated in the New Testament by Jesus (Matthew 15:4)
and by the apostle Paul (Ephesians 6:2). But what exactly are we talking about?
When one honors his or her parents he does so in the following ways:
(1) Obeying them (Deut. 21:18-20); (2) speaking respectfully to them and about them (Lev.
19:3); (3) not cursing or striking them (Ex. 21:15, 17; Lev. 20:9); and (4) providing for their
needs when they are no longer able to provide for themselves. Jesus indicated that
“honoring” parents included this fourth meaning in Mark 7:9-13.
The apostle Paul identified this commandment as “the first … with a promise” (Eph. 6:2). According to Ex. 20:12, the promise was “…that your days may be prolonged in the land which
the Lord your God gives you.” To the Israelites, this meant they would be allowed to continue
living in Canaan if they honored their parents. By honoring their parents they were keeping
the covenant between God and their fathers and would not turn away from the Lord. Ultimately, Israel was removed from the land God had given them because they failed to observe the requirements of the Law which were taught to them by their parents. (Truth for Today Commentary, Exodus, p. 330).
Honoring fathers and mothers involves more than just one or two days a year. It is to be a
daily practice of obedience, respect, kindness, patience, understanding, etc. I’m glad there
has been a day set aside to honor our parents, but I pray that we practice honor each and
every day.
Mom’s, Happy Mother’s Day! We honor you for your sacrifices over the years. We honor you
for the example of Christian faithfulness shown in your daily lives. We thank you for the little
(and big!) life lessons taught us from the earliest days of our life on this big planet. We thank
you for the endless love given to us, in spite of our shortcomings.
Paul Mowrer
Monticello, AR
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The April 7th St. Peter’s church board meeting was opened with all but one
member present. After prayer requests were brought to our attention we
joined in prayer for those requests.
The minutes of the last board meeting of March 10th were read and the treasures report reviewed and both were approved.
Several items of Old Business were handled after which an update from the
Pastoral Search committee meeting of March 11th was given by David Hampton. The Interim Pastor posting document was completed and has been
posted on the Conference web site for churches open and looking for an Interim Pastor. The search committee is making progress on St. Peter’s church
profile as well as working on the full time called Pastoral Profile.
The board looked over and took action on a few items of New Business regarding benevolence and church facility use for special events.
A review of Supply Pastors that have agreed to come to fill our pulpit thru May
12th was given with an update on potential future Supply pastors being considered.
The next monthly board meeting will be on Sunday 5/12/19.
God’s Word urges His followers to hold fast to their faith and belief in Him and
to continue to be strong and hold to those things we know to be true. St. Peter’s congregation is doing just that. I believe we are steadily moving forward
in faith as we face our current challenges and continue to trust God to lead
us.
We are and will continue to be St. Peter’s strong.
David Hampton, Board President
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On April 13th, 2019 President Diane Zell, called the Friendship
Guild Meeting to order with 11 members present. Denise Hampton
gave the devotional entitled, "God Makes Cakes." A mother was consoling her daughter while making a cake. The daughter, lamenting
her present difficulties in life, was questioning why things couldn't
change for the better more quickly. The mother, knowing her daughter liked cake and that food can be a great source of comfort, asked
her if she'd like a small bowl of sugar to eat. Of course the daughter thought that odd and declined the
pure sugar offer. Then her mother asked her if she would like instead a couple of raw eggs or some
sliced butter. The daughter was understandably put off and asked her mother what in the world she
was thinking. Her mother explained that through challenges in life, God helps us to learn to rely on Him
and teaches us how to overcome our problems. Like the ingredients in a cake batter, they might not be
pleasant tasting by themselves, but the baked cake is quite good. God guides us in life (if we allow
Him), such that we can realize His perfect plan for us. Though God's timing is rarely to our liking, it always creates a much better outcome, or perhaps yummy cake!
Secretary, Chris Rauch, read the minutes of last month's meeting which were approved as
amended. She also gave a brief overview of April's Church Board Meeting. Treasurer, Charlene Rumley, reported a bank balance of $4,133.66 as of 4/1/19. Three Sympathy and three Get Well Cards
were sent since last month's meeting.
Under Old Business Diane Zell thanked all the Guild members for their help in organizing and serving the meal for Mary Zoller's family after her funeral. It was especially important as Diane, Cindy
Wagemann, and Chris Rauch all had poll duty that day and could not participate. She also stated that
she had spoken with Amber Tinsley about her "New Parent" gift card shower, and that it would be
planned for June 1st at 10:30 am at St. Peter's. The list was made for Guild members to bring goods
needed for the April 26th Taco Night at St. Peter's. Members helping that evening are asked to come at
4 pm. Serving time is from 5:30 - 8:00 pm. A suggested donation of $5 is requested.
Under New Business there was discussion regarding the possibility of having a sausage supper in
the future, since the Friendship Guild will not be making pies as a fundraiser this year. The subject will
be considered at a later date.
Diane Zell gave the topic titled, "It's Never Too Late to Talk to God" by former Army chaplain, Norris
Burkes. It dealt with a deathbed confession of sins and acceptance of God. Contrary to God's children,
who are judgmental, God accepts our faith at any point in our life; even on our deathbed. Praise God
for His limitless Mercy and Grace!
Our next meeting will be on May 4th at 10:00 am (note the date change!).
Respectfully submitted,
Secretary, Chris Rauch
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Billings Alumni
Reunion
The 90th Billings High
School Alumni Reunion will be held on Saturday, May
25, 2019, in the Billings High
School Gym. Come enjoy refreshments from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. with
the meeting and program beginning
at 7:00 p.m. We appreciate a $5.00
donation at the door per person. If
your class is getting together and
planning on attending, let Cindy
know so we can have a table ready
for your class. Hope to see you
there!
Cindy 366-1303

Special dates
•
•
•
•
•
•

National Day of Prayer, May 2, 2019
Mother’s Day, May 12, 2019
Armed Forces Day, May 18, 2019
Victoria Day (Canada), May 20, 2019
Memorial Day, May 27, 2019
Ascension, May 30, 2019

Sunday Worship for Memorial
Day Weekend (May 26) will be
held at St. Peter’s Cemetery at
10:00 a.m. Bring a lawn chair
and join us for this special worship service. (Weather Permitting)

Dear Christ, which part of your body would you have me be today, or this week: feet to walk with those in need, ears
to hear another’s story, eyes to see beauty in others? Show me what to do.
Scriptures

Dear family and friends,
Thank you for your prayers over the last couple weeks!
We have all made it out to Bole safely and are mostly settled in. We've done a lot of cleaning and reorganizing of
rooms and workspaces so while some things are still in
flux, we are happy we've made good progress. We are
also so thankful there were no termites this time!
But please pray we can finish off our reorganization
soon so that everything is set for the busy year ahead.
Also, we've been able to meet with Eden, Nicholas, Stanley, Kotochi (the artist) and several
other people (like Jen's friend Maamie). Please continue to pray as we make plans to meet
with the whole translation team later this week to begin planning the activities of the next six
months to a year. A few months back, Nicholas let us know that the computer we left with Eden
was having a lot of problems. We were able to bring him a different one, and over the last few
days, Paul has been in the process of moving all of Eden's old files over to the new computer
and getting it completely set up for him. Please pray it will work steadily and well for the
coming year.
The kids have started back on their school work this week. Pray for the kids and for all of us
as we help them get back into their school routines. And please keep Caleb in your
prayers as well as he balances work and school back in Missouri. He has assignments due in
the next couple days but he also works late many nights this week which makes it challenging
to get all his school work done.
Please pray also for us as we balance the heat along with other issues (like power outages).
Our various electronics (phones, tablets, computers) tend to overheat and are struggling to
function.
Praises:
--Good meetings with Eden, Nicholas, the artist and others.
--We've made good progress on cleaning out and reorganizing several rooms to make better
use of space for all of what we need to do over the next year to year and a half.
--We're making good progress on settling back into life here in Bole.
--We've come back to meet everyone in good health.
Prayer Requests:
--Pray for a good planning meeting with the whole translation team at the end of this week.
--Pray for Iddi and the literacy work and for us as we meet with him later on this week.
--Pray that all the programs will function effectively on Eden's new computer.
--Pray for the electronic devices not to overheat and to function well in spite of the hot temperature.
--Pray for ongoing good health for all of us. (A couple of us have been struggling with a tummy
bug and also heat rash.)
Thanks so much for partnering with us and supporting us in prayer!
Serving together,
Paul and Jen and family

05/05 David Rauch
05/05 Amber Tinsley/
Mary Kastendieck
05/12 Herman/Mary Steinmann
05/19 James/Charlene Rumley

05/12 Diane Zell
05/19 Chris Rauch
05/26 Cindy Wagemann
06/02 Amber Tinsley

05/26 David/Luella Thomas
06/02 Fred/Diane Zell

Home care: Mary Lou Hutter and Ray Schultz
June Newsletter articles are due on
May 23. Please send to:
Mary Kastendieck
marykasten@gmail.com

05/10
05/13
05/14
05/15
05/18
05/22
05/27
05/29

Fred Zell
Gale Boswell
Douglas Dahlman
Joseph Williams
Allison Williams
Bob Schaefer
David Crockett
McKenzie Coker

Health & Wellness: Family
of Mary Zoller, Howard Cavner, Denise Hampton, Jerry
Davis, Teresa Harter, Theda
Inman, Amy & Chris Lurvey, Mike Rauch, Chet Jenkins, Kay Rill, Dorann (Cloud) Jones, Larry Mathews,
Riley Menkle, Michael Morris (Becky Pannucci request), Jamie Murphy, Michael Newman
(friend of Samuel Faris), Steven Zoller. Bruce Baker,
Wilma Cozort (E. Staiger's grandmother), Raymond
Garbee, Ham family: 2 children with failing hearts
(Sanya Lenahan request), Jenise Huffman, Steve Netzer, Mary Meny, Peggy Moore (Shauntae Staiger's
mother who is healing from foot surgery), Aaron Sears
(Denise Hampton request), Jay Staiger (doing well but
still recovering from back surgery), Jane Staiger (knee
replacement April 23rd).
If you know of someone who is ill or desires a visit and
prayer you may contact Judy Crockett on her cell phone at
(417) 343-7496.

05/09 John & Mary Beyer
05/10 Allan & Pat Ware
05/22 Jerry & Elizabeth Staiger

Please remember to direct all updates to Amber Tinsley at
e-mail: atinsley@monettschools.org
In the psalmist’s words,“Young men and women alike, old and
young together! Let [us] praise the name of the LORD, for his
name alone is exalted” (Psalm 148:12-13, NRSV).

