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From the website history.com: “Memorial Day is an American holiday, observed on the last
Monday of May, honoring the men and women who died while serving in the U.S. military.
Memorial Day 2018 occurs on Monday, May 28. Originally known as Decoration Day, it origi-
nated in the years following the Civil War and became an official federal holiday in 1971.”
At St. Peter’s Church, Memorial Day Sunday has a special tradition: worship in St.
Peter’s Cemetery. This year it is Sunday, May 27. Note the time change: 10: 00 a.m. Please
bring a lawn chair to sit on and a cap for shade. We set up for worship by a large old tree and

gather in a place set apart for remembering and reflection. It is a precious piece of God’s crea-
tion consecrated by the lives of those who have been laid to rest there. (If inclement weather,
we will meet at the Church @ 10:00 a.m.)

[ admit that I was unfamiliar with worship in a cemetery other than related to a funeral
or a civic memorial event when I first came to St. Peter’s. No previous church I attended or
served offered this opportunity.

Due to storms, the first Memorial Day Sunday as pastor here was held at the church, but
the others have been at the Cemetery. Our hymns mingled with the songs of the birds; our
words of prayer lifted with the breezes; our greetings of “the Peace of Christ” to one another
graced the space truly making it holy ground.

Often the decorating of graves is done a few days before. Last year people delayed deco-
rating until Sunday morning due to the strong winds. We had much activity and helpful hands
all around.

Even with the winds and a few worries of turned over plants, I recall last year with a
deep sense of humility, service, and love of God and Country as we remembered those we have
loved and lost among the faithful gathered on acres hallowed by purpose and time.

I hope you will join us for this time of reflection, remembrance, and renewal.

“This Is my commandment, that you | ov
No one has greater | ove than this, to
The Gospel of John, chapter 15, verses 12-13
In the power and the peace of Jesus,

Rev. Kemery Baldwin



St. Peter's Evangelical United Church of Christ

Financial Report March 2017
Cash on Hand March 1, 2017 $29.309.26
Receipts: Week1 Week?2 Week3 Week4 Total
Current Expense 905.00 1.600.00 92200 4.440.00 7,867.00
Loose in plate 225 7.00 6.00 17.25
Benevolence Fund 15.00 15.00
Totals 90725 160000 94400 444500 7.699.25
Interest Income 236
Rental income - parsonage 450.00
Voided Check # 5327 written 10/29/2017 to Kelsy 35.00
Petty Cash reimbursement 24 16
TOTAL CASH ON HAND & MONTHLY RECEIPTS $37,720.03

ACTUAL ANALYSIS - 2018
ACTUAL ACTUAL
RECEIPTS DISBURSEMENTS
FOR CURRENT OR CURRENT

EXPENSE EXPENSE

January 5,132 83 4.647.70

February 4,904 89 453595

March 8,336.61 9,042 23

April

May

June

July

August

September

October

November

December

YEAR TO DATE $18,374.33 $18,225.88

DIFFERENCE =

$148.45
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The St. Peter’s church board meeting was held on April 9" and was lead by Vice Presi-
dent David Hampton. All members were present with the exception of Mary Kay Kastendieck
who was attending to work related duties out of state. A follow up meeting was held following
church services on April 15™to vote on two issues that were overlooked at the first meeting.
All members were present with the exception of Andrea Schultz.

The board welcomed guest Aaron VanAmber who is one of our contacts with the Boy
Scouts of America. Mr. VanAmber reports that we currently have four boys consistently partic-
ipating in our Cub Scout group with several other kids showing interest. Those showing inter-
est include several other boys who would be interested in forming a Boy Scout Troop. The
board voted that we would extend our sponsorship to include a troop for those older boys. This
gives us the chance to impact more kids from our community offering them fun activities like
their recent pinewood derby, and service opportunities such as possible assistance with Memo-
rial Day cemetery preparation.

The board discussed old business including the approval of payment for the beautiful
front door repair, replacing and updating door locks to insure church security, and the potential
to update our insurance to reflect changes in how we use our properties and a re-evaluation of
our buildings value were catastrophic damage to occur.

In new business, the board is planning a church workday in June date to be announced.
The board also approved Pastor Kemery’s request to attend a future conference in Columbia
Missouri.

The next board meeting will be held on Monday, May 14™.
Respectfully submitted by
Amber Tinsley, St. Peter’s church board secretary.
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Surprise!

“Each day holds a surprise,” wrote Henri Nouwen. “But only if we expect it can we see, hear,
or feel it when it comes to us. Let’s not be afraid to receive each day’s surprise, whether it
comes to us as sorrow or as joy.”

Wait —s o r ns@ srprise? And I’m not to fear it? Aren’t surprises supposed to be happy
things? What does Nouwen mean?

He continues: “It will open a new place in our hearts, a place where we can welcome new
friends and celebrate more fully our shared humanity.” And I remember, too, the psalmist’s
words: “The LORD is near to the brokenhearted” (Psalm 34:18). Maybe that’s the surprise in
our sorrow: that when we ache, as when we celebrate, God 1s there — in new friends, in shared
humanity. Surprise!

—Heidi Mann

Church family,

) - Thanks to a great church family for all the
fé%\ﬁ‘\’ Y Kindness shown to me following my accident.

‘{0 Love
% Luella

89t h Bi | I iOarglamnAréunion will be on May 26th at the Billings High
School gym. Refreshments will be served from 6 to 7PM with the meeting following at 7:00.
The theme of our program will be honoring our local century farmers. A $5.00 donation is
asked at the door. If you know of a class that is having a reunion please let us know so we can
have a table ready for them.

Cindy

Rel ay for Life of Republic
Please come out for the relay on June 9th from 6:00 PM to midnight. It is being held again this
year at JR Martin Park in Republic. We have 13 teams, vendors who will be selling their items,
and a free bounce house and games for the kids. We have a Dr. Seuss theme this year and our
motto is, "A Hope is a Hope No Matter How Small." Each team chose a Dr. Seuss book, so our
campsite decorations will be based around "How the Grinch Stole Christmas." We would like
to thank everyone who helped with or came to our chili supper and taco night. Thanks to all of
you, we are able to raise funds to help us in the fight against cancer.
Stepping Out in Faith
Cindy
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LADIFS GUILD

President, Diane Zell, called the meeting to order on April 14th, 2018 with 12 members in
attendance and Elliot Rauch-Evans visiting. Cindy Wagemann gave a short devotional dealing
with how we think of/treat others when we feel we have been mistreated, disrespected, or un-
fairly treated. She read Galatians 5:22,23 ("But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, pa-
tience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.") and a quote from the
philosopher, Plato. He said, "Be kind, for everyone you meet is fighting a hard battle. Minutes
were read and approved. Treasurer, Charlene Rumley, reported a balance of $2,995.37 as of
April Ist. She sent 3 Get Well cards since last month's meeting. Chris Rauch reported on the
Church Council meeting and Pastor Kemery gave the Pastor's report. There was some discus-
sion regarding safety measures the Church Council hopes to initiate for our church during ser-
vices.

Under Old Business, Diane read several Thank You notes from individuals. Cindy reported
that the Relay For Life planning was going well. There are currently 13 teams enrolled this
year. The Relay For Life will be held on June 9th in J.R.Martin Park in Republic.

Under New Business the Taco Night fund raiser for the Relay For Life was planned and
volunteers for supplies and tasks were organized. Taco Night is Friday, April 27th from 6:00-
8:30 pm. Everyone is encouraged to attend and bring friends!

Diane Zell gave the Topic titled, "Fear in the Woods." It was a very touching story about a
married couple of many years having gotten lost in the woods under clad in the rain and spend-
ing the entire night standing and remaining awake until dawn. To make the time pass they re-
called all their many years together, trials, emergencies, happiness, and answers to Pray-
ers. Once again God graciously heard their prayers and calls for help that night and they found
their way home the next morning while enjoying the magnificent scenery and listening to the
wonderful birdsong. "Have no fear of sudden disaster or of the ruin that overtakes the wicked,
for the Lord will be your confidence and will keep your foot from being snared." Prov-
erbs 3:25,26.

Next month's meeting will be on May 12th at 10:00 a.m. All ladies of the church are en-
couraged to come and bring a friend. We do enjoy our time together and even help others on
the way!

Respectfully submitted,

Secretary, Chris Rauch
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It is beyond the realm of possibilities that one has the ability to
out-give God. Even if | give the whole of my worth to him, he will
find a way to give back to me much more than | gave.

il Charles Spurgeon
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."\} “L heads of the
newly baptized with flower gar-
lands. The practice was likely
borrowed from secular society, in
which such wreaths symbolized
victory and joy. Just as the win-
ners in sporting events wore
wreaths to celebrate their tri-
umphs, new Christians donned
them to represent the “crown of
life” promised to those who love

“Pentecost
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In the early Christian church, es-

89th Billings Alum-

ni  Our alumni reunion
will be on May 26th at
the Billings High
School gym. Refresh-
ments will be served
from 6 to 7PM with the
meeting following

at 7:00. The theme of
our program will be
honoring our local cen-
tury farmers. A $5.00
donation is asked at the

Pentecost, May 20, 2018

Pentecost petals

The Pantheon, dedicated in 126 A.D. as the home
of ancient Roman gods, is now a Catholic basilica.
In a tradition dating back to the seventh century, on
Pentecost Sunday thousands of rose petals are
dropped through the roof’s opening onto wor-
shipers below. The red petals symbolize the Holy

Spirit descending on Jesus’ disciples, as well as the

blood Jesus shed on the cross.

To accomplish this “rose rain,”
climb to the roof after mass. While the choir sings

the ancienthymn V e n i

Creator Spirit”), firefighters empty seven bags of
petals through the building’s 27-foot-wide oculus,

or eye in the sky.

Only a fortunate few can witness this spectacular
event in person each year, but videos are available

online.

From The
Bible

35 Who shall separate us from the
love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or
distress, or persecution, or famine,
or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

36 As it 1s written:
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day long;
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Jonat h a,son of ewearsd
Mellisa Jones, grandson of Millie

Webb, is graduating from OTC on

five firefighters

Thursday, May 17, 2018. He will

. graduate with an Associates Degree in
Creat@me Sp '[fesigﬁ aqu)rafting Engineering. He
will continue his education in the fall
at MSU, pursuing a degree in Engi-
neering Technology. Jonathan is cur-
rently employed at Snyder's in Nixa,
MO as a Design Engineer.
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May 2018 Calendar ciated.
Sat. May 12, May19, @ 9am —1pm Camp Aurora Works
Days .
Saturday May 12 @ 10 a.m. Friendship Guild S p ecl a I d at
Monday May 14 (@ 7 p.m. Board meeting
Friday, Mar 18 @ 7 p.m. Billings HS Baccalaureate * National Day of Prayer, Ma 'y 3, 20
SUNDAYS Assembly of God Church « Ascension,May 10, 2018
Sunday, 6th  Communion Sunday :};/Iothszs Day,ll\)/l a ?\//I 13 EI. 9 20 ; g 1
Sunday, 13th Mother’s Day rmed Forces Day, Ma y '
Sunday, 20 Pentecost Sunday * Pentecost, May 20, 2018
Sunday May 27 Memorial Day Sunday * Victoria Day (Canada), May 21, 2
SPECIAL TIME: 10 A.M.. e Trinity Sunday, May 27, 2018
SPECIAL PLACE: St. Peter’s Cemetery e Memorial Day, May 2 8, 2018
If inclement weather, meet at St. Peter’s Church
CHOIR PRACTICE Wednesday @ 7 p.m. 2ss]te 905 y a
May 2, 9 and 16th.
Ends for the Summer Sunday School 9:30 AM
1*||*|em0rICI| qu Worship Service 10:30 AM
O OBSERVANCE Tuesday—DBible Study 10:00 AM.
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Readers and Scripture Text

05/06 Diane Zell Acts 10:44-48 Psalm 98 1 John 5:1-6 John 15:9-17

05/13

Becky Pannucci  Acts 1:15-17,21-26  Psalm 1 1 John 5:9-13  John 17:6-19

05/20 Chris Rauch Acts 2:1-21 Ps 104:24-34, 35b Rom 8:22-27 John 15:26-27: 16:4B-15
05/27 Cindy Wagemann  Isaiah 6:1-8 Psalm29 Rom 8:12-17  John 3:1-17
06/03 Amber Tinsley 1 Sam 3:1-10 Psalm 139:1-6 13-18 2 Corinthians 4:5-12
06/10 Gale Boswell 1 Sam 8:4-11, 16-20 Psalm 138 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 Mark 3:20-35
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) Thanks, Mom!
Communi on Stewar.ds
May —- Amber Tinsley _ : o
June — Chris Rauch At his graduation, a young man tasked with giving a

speech began reading from some notes. “I want to talk
about my mother and the wonderful influence she had on
my life,” he said. “She’s a shining example of
parenthood, and I love her more than words can ever do
justice.”

The graduate then paused, appeared to struggle a mo-
ment and looked up at the audience with a mischievous
smile. “It’s really hard to read my mom’s handwriting,”
he said.



