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For those who have invited friends and family to join us, we ask that you pass 

their email address on to Pastor Larry and Carmen at thedean58@hotmail.com. 

We will begin promptly at 10:00 a.m. every Sunday morning, beginning with the 

opening prayer and continuing with the service as outlined. This will seem 

strange and different as we are all so steeped in “visual media”. However, it 

makes sense when we truly understand and believe God’s word that says “Where 

two or three gather in My name, there will I be in their midst.” 

In preparation for the service, we ask that you silence your cell phone, turn off 

the tv, and let’s just settle ourselves in for our service. Reverently bow your 

hearts and pray aloud, knowing that in the Holy Spirit there are many familiar 

faces of brothers and sisters, loved ones and family all around you, praying 

together, embracing one another and raising collective voices of praise and 

worship to our Father God and His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Think also of 

those who have gone before and picture them as young and alive, waiting for 

your entrance into the Kingdom where we will worship God together throughout 

eternity. 

If for some reason you are not able to worship at this time, purpose to meet with 

God at a later time and go through the worship service with Him. When we draw 

near to God, He will draw near to us. Open your spiritual eyes upon Jesus, look 

full in His wonderful face, as the song goes, and the things of this world will 

grow strangely dim, in the light of His glory and grace. Remember we are all 

together as one body. Please read and sing it all aloud worshipfully. He says that 

our praise and worship to Him are as a sweet fragrance in the nostrils of God. 

(Prior to service, read 2 Chronicles 20:1-30) 
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10:00 

WELCOME 

Good morning, church! This is another day that the Lord has made and we 

will rejoice and be glad in it! 

At this time, “let’s fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, 

who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the 

shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider 

Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become 

weary and discouraged in your souls.” Hebrew 2:3 

OPENING PRAYER 

Let’s pray together: 

Father, we thank you this morning for your perfect love for us. We thank you 

that your thoughts toward us are more in number than the sand on the 

seashore. Lord, you know us so well, so intimately and so specifically. You 

know every heart, every dream, every hope, every desire and ever 

circumstance of our lives. 

Father, I pray in this service this morning that you will give us a fresh touch 

from you and a greater understanding of you. I pray that you will anoint this 

service and that our entire focus will remain on You. Lord, let us be filled with 

Your joy, because we know that Your joy in our hearts becomes our strength. 

We know that the enemy wants to steal our joy and discourage us so that he 

might steal our strength. 

Lord, bless us now as we come together into your presence, worshipping as 

one body of believers. It’s in Jesus’ mighty name we pray. Amen 

SONG OF WORSHIP – Give Thanks 

Give thanks with a grateful heart; Give thanks to the Holy One;                       

Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son. 

Give thanks with a grateful heart; Give thanks to the Holy One; 

Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ His Son. 

And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” Let the poor say, “I am rich,” 

because of what the Lord has done for us. 

And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” Let the poor say, “I am rich,” 

because of what the Lord has done for us. 

Repeat.  

End: Give thanks 

CALL TO WORSHIP (Prayer for Companionship) 



O Holy Spirit of God, Visit now this soul of mine, And tarry within it until 

eventide. 

Pervade all my imaginations. Suggest all my decisions. 

Lodge in my will’s most inward citadel and order all my doings. 

Be with me in my silence and in my speech, in my haste and in my leisure, 

In my company and in solitude, in the freshness of the morning and in the 

weariness of the evening 

And give me grace at all times to rejoice in Thy mysterious companionship. 

HYMN OF GATHERING – Just a Closer Walk with Thee 

I am weak but Thou art strong; Jesus, keep me from all wrong; 

I’ll be satisfied as long, As I walk, let me walk close to Thee. 

Just a closer walk with Thee; Grant it, Jesus, is my plea. 

Daily walking close to Thee, Let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 

Through this world of toil and snares; If I falter, Lord, who cares? 

Who with me my burden shares? None but Thee, dear Lord, none but Thee. 

Just a closer walk with Thee; Grant it, Jesus, is my plea. 

Daily walking close to Thee, Let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 

GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the father, and to the son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 

beginning, it is now and ever shall be. World without end, Amen. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE: 

The peace of Christ be with you all 

        And also with you. 

(Hug your family) 

PASTORAL PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors) 

Father God, we trust that you are in control of everything in your creation. 

Teach us to be your faithful people during this time of global crisis. Lord, we 

ask you to heal and help in all places of the world. Lord, sustain bodies and 

spirits and contain the spread of infection. For those who feel isolated and 

anxious and helpless, Lord, draw them close to you and protect them. Keep 

them safe and healthy. We glorify your name as You equip us with everything 

we need to do Your will.  Thank you, Lord for teaching us to pray, Our 

Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread, and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, and the 

Power, and the Glory forever. Amen 

TODAY’S READING 



Let us prepare ourselves for the Word of God. Our hearts and minds are open 

and we are eager to hear. 

A READING OF 2 Chron. 20:6-7 

“O Lord, God of our fathers, are You not God in heaven, and do you not rule 

over all the kingdoms of the nations, and in Your hand is there not power and 

might, so that no one is able to withstand You? Are You not our God, who 

drove out the inhabitants of this land before Your people Israel, and gave it to 

the descendants of Abraham Your friend forever?” 

This is the Word of God and a witness of the people. Thanks be to God. 

MESSAGE 

Part 1, March 15, 2020 – “It matters to Him about you.” 

Part 2, March 22, 2020 – “Facing the Storms of Life.” 

Part 3, March 29, 2020 – “Casting our Cares on Jesus”             

HOW TO FACE INCREDIBLE ODDS, PART 3 

Review of Parts 1 and 2: 

Part 1: Our reaction and response to storms whether they be small, 

medium or off the charts large should remain the same. Don’t spend 

time asking, “Why Lord?” Rather, “Trust the Lord with all your heart 

and lean not unto your own understanding. Acknowledge Him in all 

your ways and He shall direct your paths.” Prov. 3:5-6. Fear and faith 

cannot operate at the same time in our lives. We either will be fearful, 

or we will be faithful. 

Part 2: Storms are inevitable: “My brethren, count it all joy when you 

fall into various trials.” James 1:2 

            Storms are unpredictable: They can come raging into our lives 

suddenly. “Suddenly, a violent storm came upon the sea...” Matt. 8:24 

            Storms are impartial:   “Many are the afflictions of the 

righteous, but the Lord delivers him out of them all.”  Psalms 34:19. 

“And we know that God works all things together for good for those 

who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.” 

Romans 8:28.  We as Christians will go through storms! 

Today’s Message, Part 3 – Casting Our Cares upon Jesus 

For a moment, let’s take an introspective look at ourselves.  How 

do we react when a crisis comes our way? 



Ask yourself     

 Do I immediately become fearful? (Oh no! I’m going to die!) 

 Do I feel sorry for myself? (I’m a good person, why me? Why?) 

 Do I rely on my own strength and resources? (I can handle this! I’ll 

figure it out myself.) 

 Do I blame and second guess God? (Where are you, God, when I need 

you? Do you not care that I’m about to die?) 

 Do I go into denial, freeze up and play possum? (If I ignore this, maybe 

it will go away.) 

 Do I immediately turn to the Lord, bow before Him, pray and 

acknowledge my need and my faith in Him, begin to worship, praise 

and thank Him for what He is about to do? 

  

Let’s turn in God’s Word to 2 Chronicles 20:1-30. Here we will see a perfect 

outline of how we should handle any minor or major crisis in our individual 

lives. We turn it over to God 

God’s 7-point outline – 2 Chron. 20:1-30 

Step One: Tune in to God. Vs 1-4 

“It happened after this that the people of Moab, with the people of Ammon, 

and others with them besides the Ammonites, came to battle against King 

Jehoshaphat of Judah. Then some came and told Jehoshaphat, saying, “A 

great multitude is coming against you from beyond the sea, from Syria, and 

they are in Hazazon Temar. (which is Engedi) and Jehoshaphat feared, and 

set himself to seek the Lord, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah. 

So Judah gathered together to ask help from the Lord; and from all the cities 

of Judah they came to seek the Lord.” 

The whole country immediately began to fast and pray. (NOTE - definition) to 

fast: voluntary abstinence from food, for a space of time, as a spiritual 

discipline or as a token of religious humiliation. (to deny ones self) 

In 1976, Carmen and I had things to pray about and we went on an indefinite 

fast, water only. After three full days, I began to cave. While working, all I 

could think about was a McDonald’s Big Mac…the seedy buns, two meat 

patties, melted cheese, lettuce, pickles, and the super special sauce. (Making 

me hungry right now!). I pictured it in my mind…day and night. I could smell 

it, I could almost taste it. And from time to time, I would catch myself 

salivating like one of Pavlov’s dogs. 



In the meantime, Carmen, who would never admit she was hungry, went 

about her day just singing and humming and preparing meals for 5…count 

them…5 hungry growing children, four of them prepubescent boys! 

So after my three starving days, the following morning, commitment was not 

just failing…it was gone. I was in the parking lot at McDonald’s almost before 

the cooks came in. I attacked and snarfed that sandwich down like a duck on 

a June bug! Three days…that was my best. Again, in the mean time Carmen 

kind of grinned at me for my weakness, but she now had to cook for 6, and she 

went 10 days without food! 

Step Two – Pray fervently. Keep our eyes upon God. Vs 5-12 

“Then Jehoshaphat stood in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem, in the 

house of the Lord, before the new court, and said: “O Lord God of our 

fathers, are you not God in heaven, and do you not rule over all the kingdoms 

of the nations, and in your hand is there not power and might, so that no one 

is able to withstand you? Are you not our God, who drove out the inhabitants 

of this land before your people Israel, and gave it to the descendants of 

Abraham, your friend forever? And they dwell in it, and have built you a 

sanctuary in it for your name, saying, if disaster comes upon us, sword, 

judgment, pestilence, or famine, we will stand before this temple and in your 

presence, (for your name is in this temple), and cry out to you in our affliction, 

and you will hear and save. And now, here are the people of Ammon, Moab, 

and Mount Seir, whom you would not let Israel invade when they came out of 

the land of Egypt, but they turned from them and did not destroy them. Here 

they are, rewarding us by coming to throw us out of your possession which 

you have given us to inherit. O our God, will you not judge them? For we have 

no power against this great multitude that is coming against us, nor do we 

know what to do…but our eyes are upon you.” 

So as we pray we should remind ourselves: 

            Who God is:  vs 6: “Lord, are you not______?” Personalize it 

            What He has done in the past: vs 7: “Lord, did you not______?” 

Personalize it 

            Now, ask God to do it again: ___________ Personalize it. 

Step Three: Admit we need a miracle. Vs 12a - Personalize it 

“We have no power in this, only you can help us.” 

Step Four: Focus on God, not our problem! Vs 17 – Personalize it 



Remember this: While walking on the water, Peter took his eyes off of Jesus 

and began to focus on the wind and the waves, and then, he began to sink. 

(Matt 14:25-32) 

Step Five: Call supporters to pray. Vs 13 

Ask for prayer support from the family and our body of believers at St. 

Peter’s. 

Step Six: Relax in faith. Vs 17 

“You will not have to fight this battle. Take up your positions; stand firm and 

see the deliverance the Lord will give you.” What do we stand firm on? Verse 

20b: We stand on God’s Word, God’s character, God’s faithfulness. 

“The God of peace will soon crush satan under your feet. The grace of our 

Lord Jesus be with you.” Romans 16:20. 

“When the enemy comes in like a flood, the spirit of the Lord will lift up a 

standard against him.” Isaiah 59:19b. 

Every time I have read the last part of 2 Chron: 20, I have to smile. In the 

midst of the assembly, a young man received a word from God and 

proclaimed it. “Thus says the Lord to you: ‘do not be afraid or dismayed 

because of this great multitude, for the battle is not yours, but God’s. You will 

not have to fight this battle. Take your positions, stand firm and see the 

deliverance of the Lord.’ So Jehoshaphat appointed the Levites, of 

the Temple, to go out in front of the army and sing and give praise to the 

Lord. As they rose early in the morning and went to the battlefield, the 

Levites in their robes and turbans went out front and began to sing and praise 

the Lord, loud and high.” 

Now, think about this in verses 17-24: The great multitudes of warriors 

coming against Judah were prepared for a gigantic battle. They were bristling 

with swords, shields and spears and already positioned and ready to fight to 

the death with a known formidable enemy. As they stand there, anxious to see 

the first glimpse of their adversary, they see men walking toward the battle 

line with turbans and linen robes, with their arms raised, singing, 

worshipping and praising the Lord their God. 

They couldn’t believe how easy this was going to be. They no doubt laughed as 

they said to themselves…what??? “Now when the Levites began to sing and to 

praise, the Lord God set ambushes against all those who had come against his 

people. So when Judah looked toward the multitude, they saw all of the dead 

bodies, fallen on the earth, and no one had escaped.” 



Step Seven: Praise God for the victory before and after. Vs 27-30 

“Every man of Judah and Jerusalem returned with Jehoshaphat at their 

head, returning to Jerusalem with joy, for the LORD had made them to 

rejoice over their enemies. They came to Jerusalem with harps, lyres and 

trumpets to the house of the LORD. And the dread of God was on all the 

kingdoms of the lands when they heard that the LORD had fought against the 

enemies of Israel. So the kingdom of Jehoshaphat was at peace, for his God 

gave him rest on all sides.” 

Many times we pray and pray and then when answered, we go right on and 

fail to go back and thank and praise the Lord. God notices this. In Luke 17 

Jesus healed 10 men of the dreaded disease of Leprosy. Later, one came back 

to thank him and Jesus asked, “Did I not heal 10 of you? Where are the other 

9?” He answered, “I don’t know, Lord.” In psalm 100 it says, “Enter into His 

gates with thanksgiving and  into His courts with praise.” 

Let’s bow our heads. 

Lord, we need you now and always. We ask that you would direct our hearts 

and minds towards you and fill us with your Spirit, to bring us refreshing 

renewal, peace and joy. You have said to cast our cares on you, Father, for 

you care for us and encourage us to lay our problems down at the foot of the 

cross. We can walk away with confidence that you will undertake on our 

behalf. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below. 

Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

Amen 

HYMN FOR THE JOURNEY – Living for Jesus 

Living for Jesus a life that is true, Striving to please Him in all that we do. 

Yielding allegiance, glad-hearted and free, This is the pathway of blessing for 

me. 

O Jesus, Lord and Saviour, I give myself to Thee; For Thou, in Thy 

atonement, Didst give Thyself for me. 

I own no other master; My heart shall be Thy throne. My life I give, 

henceforth to live, O Christ for Thee alone. 

Living for Jesus, who dies in my place, Bearing on Calv’ry my sin and 

disgrace-- 

Such love constrains me to answer His call, Follow His leading, and give Him 

my all. 



O Jesus, Lord and Saviour, I give myself to Thee; For Thou, in Thy 

atonement, Didst give Thyself for me. 

I own no other master; My heart shall be Thy throne. My life I give, 

henceforth to live, O Christ for Thee alone. 

Living for Jesus wherever I am, Doing each duty in His holy name,  

Willing to suffer affliction or loss, Deeming each trial a part of my cross! 

O Jesus, Lord and Saviour, I give myself to Thee; For Thou, in Thy 

atonement, Didst give Thyself for me. 

I own no other master; My heart shall be Thy throne. My life I give, 

henceforth to live, O Christ for Thee alone. 

Living for Jesus through earth’s little while, My dearest treasure, the light of 

His smile, 

Seeking the lost ones He died to redeem, Bringing the weary to find rest in 

Him! 

O Jesus, Lord and Saviour, I give myself to Thee; For Thou, in Thy 

atonement, Didst give Thyself for me. 

I own no other master; My heart shall be Thy throne. My life I give, 

henceforth to live, O Christ for Thee alone. 

BENEDICTION 

May the Lord bless you and keep you. May He cause His face to shine upon 

you. May He lift up His countenance unto you, and give you peace. Amen 

  

WE LOVE EACH OF YOU;  MAY GOD RICHLY BLESS YOU IN THE 

COMING WEEK! 

Pastor Larry and Carmen 

  

                                                         

NOTES: 

  

Next week, Mary Kay will send out the monthly Newsletter and it will replace 

our “Weekly Focus – In The Life of the Church, for the last Wednesday of 

each month. 

  

Also, as a reminder, David Hampton, our board president, has announced 

there will be no church activities until after April 24, in keeping with the 

public safety orders of Christian County. 
 


