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Hello Church Family! 

It is officially the Lenten season. Please join us for 

midweek services throughout the Lenten season, ei-

ther at St. Peter's or the Methodist church. There is 

much to be gained from this midweek services and it's 

a great ecumenical ministry that we have going in Billings.  For Holy 

Week we will be having a Maundy Thursday service again, please con-

sider volunteering to be part of the reader's theater that evening. Con-

tact me if you'd like to be included. 

Make sure you make it in person or online for our Sunday morning ser-

vices during Lent as well.  We will be covering the theme "Questioning 

Jesus" and I'm hoping this provides everyone with greater understand-

ing about Jesus' ministry and his openness to people asking questions.   

Finally, make sure during this month of March that you are finding a bit 

of respite for yourself. It seems that the transition from Winter to Spring 

is always busy.  Make sure that you are practicing Sabbath.  Please let 

me know if you'd like resources to help with that practice.  

Hope everyone has a blessed month and that you are able to make it 

online or in person to a service soon! 

Blessings, 

Pastor Brittany 
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Friendship Guild Meeting 
March 11, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. 

All ladies and friends are welcome! 

 The February 11 meeting was called to order with 7 members present. Denise Hampton 

gave the devotion “A Valentine Message from a Chaplin." Charlene Rumley sent one get-well and 

one sympathy card. The secretary report was read. 

 Denise gave the Board report.  Sunrise service will be at the Catholic Church, Ash Wednes-

day is February 22, and 7:00 p.m. at Methodist Church, February 19 is the Christian Church 150 

Anniversary at 10:00 a.m. The Catholic Church will have a Fish Fry February 24 5:00 to 7:00 pm, 

the projector has been fixed, and the roof is an ongoing project. 

 Diane read thank-you letters from Convoy of Hope and Every Child's Hope. Cindy led the 

group in a Valentine bingo game which was a lot fun. We enjoyed Valentine cookies and fellowship. 

Our next meeting is March 11 at 10:00 a.m.  All ladies are invited. 

February Mission update from Bob/Nancy Schaefer 

Dear ones, 

We are always thankful for times with old friends! Tuesday we had a little time with my very good Bulsa friend Lamisi Amoak 

when she brought a favorite food--tuo zaafi--for us to enjoy. And this evening Pastor Albert Adekaldu called to say he is in Ta-

male. We worked with him 1988-2017 translating the Buli Bible. So we are really looking forward to seeing him early tomorrow 

morning. 

Thank you so much for praying as we went through the Frafra John Bible Study with Evelyn Anafo and her friend Rita. After we 

had talked Sunday about what we would be doing, Evelyn asked if  she could bring a friend to join us. We said of  course, that 

would be great. So she called her friend who was in Zuarungu and she came down Monday morning. Turns out that her friend 

Rita is a busy mother with three little boys. Only the youngest--2 yr old Jeptha--came with her but he has livened up our work 

sessions considerably! We are used to kids being around while we work. In fact because her mother Atipoka worked with us for 

years, Evelyn was around a lot when she was a toddler. 

We thank God that we have been able to go through all 21 chapters of  John and work out the discussions to go with each chap-

ter all in Frafra. Tomorrow they will again spend a few hours with us to finish proofreading with us. We plan to start printing 

week after next. Between now and then though we will making a trip into the Birifor area. 

We are also thankful for the time with Susie and family. Saturday they are taking us over to Danvaar and the Birifor area to 

begin distributing the 3 Birifor scripture booklets we printed in the states., so you can begin praying for that trip. The Brisscoes 

have good internet in the house here in Tamale, but I'm not sure how much communication I will be able to have with you while 

we are in Danvaar. I will write again when we get back though. 

Here are some photos from this week. 

Thank you for praying! 

Bob and Nancy 
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Game Night 
Saturday March 4, 2023 at 4:00 pm 

Hosted by Alan and Pat Ware 

4908 Zoller Road 

Food is provided, but bring a snack to share if you like! 

Everyone is welcome! 

March Scriptures 

Second Sunday in Lent 
March 5, 2023 
 

Genesis 12:1-4a Psalm 121 Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 John 3:1-17 
or 
Matthew 17:1-9 

Third Sunday in Lent 
March 12, 2023 
 

Exodus 17:1-7 Psalm 95 Romans 5:1-11 John 4:5-42 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
March 19, 2023 
 

1 Samuel 16:1-13 Psalm 23 Ephesians 5:8-14 John 9:1-41 

Annunciation of the Lord 
March 25, 2023 
 

Isaiah 7:10-14 Psalm 45 
or 
Psalm 40:5-10 

Hebrews 10:4-10 Luke 1:26-38 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
March 26, 2023 
 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 Psalm 130 Romans 8:6-11 John 11:1-45 

Daylight Savings Time 

Begins March 12! 

 

 March 1, 2023 

 St. Peter’s UCC 

 March 8, 2023 

 United Methodist Church 

 March 15, 2023 

 St. Peter’s UCC 

 March 22, 2023 

 United Methodist Church 

 March 29, 2023 

 St. Peter’s UCC 

 April 6, 2023, Maundy 
Thursday 

 Christian Church 

 

 

Book Study  
Monday, March 20 at 6:30 pm 

*Meet in person or via Zoom* 

The book is: 

That We May All (Finally!) Be One  

by Susan Mary Gast 



Mission Update from Paul/Jen Schaefer 

February 20, 2023 

Dear friends and family, 

Thanks for praying for all of us and the team over the last six weeks or so! 

We have finally mostly recuperated from COVID. After we last wrote, we (Paul, Jen, Caleb) had a relapse which lasted several more weeks. But 

we've now finished taking more meds and are almost back to full strength, though naps are still necessary sometimes. We're very thankful that 

Sarah and Micah are staying well. And we're thankful that Josiah's sickness a week ago wasn't COVID and he now seems better. But please continue 

to pray for Caleb who seems to remain the most tired of the three of us and has not been able to resume his regular running regimen again yet. 

Translation 

When we were in Ghana last fall, we translated an Introduction to the New Testament, 

created a Glossary of important words, and put together a Topical Index of references 

in Scripture to help answer questions and situations that may come up in a Safaliba 

person's life. We also worked through the labels for the various maps of Bible lands 

that will be included, and worked on consistent spellings for the names of Bible people 

that recur frequently. We were working on all of these up until the week we left, so 

last month and this month the team in Ghana has been working through these things with the larger group of Safaliba Christians that make up the 

"reviewers". This gives more people the chance to learn about what will be in the published NT, and also give input and any other changes that 

might be necessary, before the typesetting. Thanks for praying for these meetings!    

Back in 2015, we asked the leaders of the Safaliba communities to hold community meetings to talk about long-term goals for education and liter-

acy. Even though teacher Iddi and a few other people would always be serious about reading and teaching others, our hope has always been that 

the readers and teachers would continue to multiply. We don't want to put in all these efforts and end up with just a few people who read and 

teach others - we are aiming for a movement that doesn't depend on just a few interested local people, and donations from concerned people on 

the other side of the world. 

We got all kinds of responses from those community meetings back in 2015. Some people were skeptical that education could ever be successful, 

but most people knew that most adults and children at Iddi's night school classes had learned to read and write Safaliba, and that these literacy 

skills turned out to be the key to doing better at regular school - more and more kids were coming to the night classes because it helped them so 

much. But there was no way that all the kids in Mandari could be taught through the night-school system, it wasn't designed for kids; it was 

aimed at adults to come after work and learn to read in a low-key way. The best solution to this problem was to change the school system that 

was already in place, so that it would really meet the needs of Safaliba children. Figuring out all the pieces to this big puzzle has been a chal-

lenge, but it has been coming together. 

This is why since 2015 our literacy focus has been on making teachers and not just books. We started with "community volunteer teachers", with 

just some high-school or junior high youth, helping the kids in elementary to learn their letters. In 2018, the first of those volunteers started week-

end classes at a "distance-ed" teacher training college in nearby Sawla. In 2020 several of them completed the first stage ("diploma") and did a 

year of "national service" in the schools where they had volunteered, and other volunteers did the same thing in 2021 and 2022. All of them were 

accepted to do three more years of weekend classes to complete the "Bachelor of Education" degree and qualify to be hired as official teachers. All 

of them have continued to help teach at their schools at least three days a week.  
Continued on Page 5 ... 



 

All of this was a real "stepping out in faith" for us (and for the young Safaliba volunteers who knew there was no "guarantee" of anything). We are 

so thankful for all of you who have prayed and given extra gifts, so that this puzzle could begin to come together. Tuition fees, transportation, and 

money for books and supplies, has all come from you our partners. The Safaliba villages have also made a point of taking up a collection several times 

a year, and giving it to the volunteers to show how much they appreciate it. The parents and relatives have also given, as they were able. It has real-

ly been a huge effort - the success so far is only due to God's grace and coordination of so many things beyond our control! 

This year, in December, the first group of newly-trained teachers will graduate. The next steps in their saga are to apply to take the teacher's license 

exams, and then to apply for employment as teachers. Then we and the community leaders will need to make a special appeal to the district adminis-

trators that these new teachers be posted back to schools in the Safaliba towns (new public school teachers are often posted almost at random, any-

where in Ghana). There are still no "guarantees", but we must trust God to bring things together. 

Through the years, these new teachers develop a loyalty to one another and to their people. Once they are employed teachers in the Safaliba schools, 

they will be not only "doing a job", but will be helping their own people. They will be training the new generations of Safaliba children to read and 

write - and so many other skills. This looked like such a huge and almost impossible goal, but we are now just a few years away from its fulfillment. 

We need your prayers, and we need additional resources to be able to support these young people with tuition, 

travel, and other expenses. May God work through his people to meet these needs. 

 

Meanwhile...in Tangayiri - 

The village of Tangayiri ("Mountain Home") is a special case. It has been too small for the government to put up 

a school. And no one had thought of starting a church there. But they are also Safaliba people, and this mission 

includes them! But the strategies that have worked for the other towns don't work for Tangayiri. We think that's 

why God called a special family, Waare Jewu and his wife, to move there as "missionaries" to teach and share 

the Gospel in Tangayiri. 

Your support has helped this to come about. Like most Safaliba men, Waare has cleared and planted a small farm of basic crops for his family's yearly 

food. But it would be very difficult for them to live and serve in Tangayiri with no additional support. Your prayers and support have made it possible. 

Your support has also made possible the little classroom building for Tangayiri, as well as the small teacher's quarters that Waare's family lives in. 

Some of our partners also had the idea to send school supplies, which was a special extra for children who have had so little in the way of "school 

stuff."  Continuing to improve the school facilities is also a real need. Pray that what is still needed will come through God's people. 

 

And a few other things... 

Paul is going back to Ghana for a few weeks to teach another course for a group of people from all across Ghana who are being trained to be future 

Translation Consultants for "Wycliffe Ghana" (GILLBT). There are now ten of these "Consultants-in-training" - one of them is Rev. Nicholas Awusi, the 

leader of the Safaliba translation team. We thank God that Nicholas recently completed an MA in Biblical Studies, as part of his training as a future 

consultant. 

We hope to all travel back to Ghana when Sarah's school goes on summer break. Jen, Paul, and Sarah will plan to be there through the summer, to 

continue preparing the Safaliba NT for publication. Caleb, Micah, and Josiah all hope to come out for the first month, since it's been several years since 

they left abruptly. 

When it rains, it pours.... We've been trying to get this update out for the last two to three weeks to let you all know about Paul's upcoming trip to 

Ghana (on Wednesday, 22nd), but between COVID hanging on and other family issues, this update was delayed. Then Paul's computer died, which de-

layed the update again (and Jen's computer had already died while we were in Ghana last fall). Thankfully, a relative helped us with money to get 

Paul's working again and to get a newer computer soon. But as soon as we got the computer situation sorted out, our main vehicle developed radiator 

issues and had to be parked, and then today our other vehicle seems to be developing a different problem. Please pray for wisdom to know how to 

best solve these issues, before, during or after Paul's trip to Ghana. 

So, we greatly appreciate your prayers for all these things--the translation (especially the reviewer's meetings), the literacy program (and the funds 

needed for the teachers-in-training), Waare and family's outreach to Tangayiri (and the funds needed to improve the school there), Paul's trip to Gha-

na, our various computer issues and now our car issues. 

Thanks for partnering with us in this work!                  Serving together, 

Paul and Jen Schaefer, Caleb, Micah, Josiah and Sarah 

Continued from Page 4... 
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                            ST.  PETER'S  EVANGELICAL  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST  

         

         

FINANCIAL  REPORT                         JANUARY  2023 

         

         

CASH  ON  HAND   JANUARY  1,  2023      $  132,665.63  

         

RECEIPTS: Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 TOTAL  

  Current Exp.      795.00      2,365.00         630.00      1,725.00      790.00       6,305.00   

  Loose            20.00            25.00        20.00            65.00   

  Little  Food  Pantry           100.00           100.00   

  Paw  Packs           100.00           100.00   

  School Meal Debt      300.00           100.00              400.00   

TOTALS     1,095.00      2,385.00         730.00      1,950.00      810.00            6,970.00  

         

RENTAL  INCOME                  450.00  

INTEREST  INCOME                  115.23  

         

TOTAL CASH ON HAND AND MONTHLY RECEIPTS     $  140,200.86  

                       ST.  PETER'S  EVANGELICAL  UCC 

           ACTUAL  ANALYSIS 

                        2023  

 ACTUAL  ACTUAL 

 RECEIPTS  
DISBURSE-

MENTS 

 FOR  CUR.  FOR  CUR. 

 EXPENSE  EXPENSE 

    

JANUARY 
                
6,935   

                 
10,034  

YTD 

                
6,935   

                 
10,034  

    

              DIFFERENCE  =    (3,099)  

Church Siding Project Progress...these pictures were taken on February  18, 2023 
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St. Patrick’s Day, feast day (March 17) of St. Patrick, patron saint of Ireland. 

Born in Roman Britain in the late 4th century, he was kidnapped at the age of 16 and 

taken to Ireland as a slave. He escaped but returned about 432 CE to convert the 

Irish to Christianity. By the time of his death on March 17, 461, he had established 

monasteries, churches, and schools. Many legends grew up around him—for exam-

ple, that he drove the snakes out of Ireland and used the shamrock to explain 

the Trinity. Ireland came to celebrate his day with religious services and feasts.  

—Encyclopedia Britannica  

The Lorica of St. Patrick 

Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland, was a 
unique servant of God who led thousands in-
to Christianity. He was born in 387 and died 
in 493. Here is a small portion of St. Patrick’s 
statement of devotion to God: 

 
I bind to myself today 
God’s Power to guide me, 
God’s Might to uphold me, 
God’s Wisdom to teach me, 
God’s Eye to watch over me, 
God’s Ear to hear me, 
God’s Word to give me 
speech, 
God’s Hand to guide me, 
God’s Way to lie before me, 

God’s Shield to shelter me, 
God’s Host to secure me, 
Against the snares of demons, 
Against the seductions of vices, 
Against the lusts of nature, 
Against everyone who meditates injury to me, 
Whether far or near, 
Whether few or with many. 

World Day of Prayer is a 

worldwide, ecumenical movement of 
Christian women of many traditions who 
come together to observe a common day 
of prayer each year, and who, in many 
countries, have a continuing relationship 
in prayer and service. 

 It is initiated and carried out by women 
in more than 170 countries and regions. 

 It is symbolized by an annual 
day of celebration observed 
on the first Friday in March 
to which all people are wel-
come. 

 It brings women of different races, cul-
tures and traditions together in fellow-
ship, understanding and action 
throughout the year. 

 Through World Day of Prayer, women 
affirm that prayer and action are insep-
arable and have immeasurable influ-
ence in the world. 

The motto of World Day of Prayer 
is “Informed Prayer and Prayerful 
Action.” 

In the midst of winter’s chill, as we grow 

impatient for spring, fill us with your 

warmth and new life, dear Lord 



Nursing Home Care:   

Judy Rauch 

Health & Wellness:   

Larry Mathews, Steve Netzer, Jean Ann/Jenise 

Huffman, Aaron Sears (Denise Hampton re-

quest), Jeannette Wilson (Friend of Cindy 

Wagemann), Dwight Worstenholm (Chris 

Rauch’s brother), Ann Staiger (Hearing), 

Shirley Snyder (Luella Thomas’s Friend-

cancer), Brandy Richter, Mike Rauch, Mary 

Steinmann, Pat Barker, Jennifer Williams,  

Alicia Verch, Jessie Verch, Mary Beyer, Jami 

Stocker, Norma Wagemann, David Hampton, 

Stan Pendergras, Johnie Shoemate, Herman Jo-

hansen, Carolyn Zell, and all those dealing with 

illnesses. 

In Sympathy: 

Family of Glenn Miekley 

 
April Newsletter Articles  

Due on Friday, March 24, 2023 

Send to Mary Kastendieck  

Email:  marykasten@gmail.com  

Call or text:  913-594-2484 

Happy Birthday to… 

03/05 Cassie Staiger 

03/07 Andrea Schultz 

03/09 Austin Haase 

03/10 Kellen Bick 

03/18 Samuel Faris 

03/19 Pat Ware 

03/21 David Hampton 

03/26 Jadyn Dziwanowski 

03/27 Jane Staiger 

Happy Anniversary to… 
    03/24 Andrew/Cassandra Staiger 

    03/25 Allan/Jennifer Williams 

God doesn’t just give us grace; he gives us 

Jesus, the Lord of grace. 
-Joni Eareckson Tada 

Christian Symbol 

SHAMROCK — St. Patrick used the shamrock to 

teach people about the Godhead. Holding up a 
shamrock, he challenged them, “Is this one leaf, 

or three?” Inevitably, people replied that it was both, 
prompting St. Patrick to draw the analogy that so, too, is 
God: one God in three Persons — the Holy Trinity.  



St. Peter’s Evangelical UCC 
303 NE Pine 
PO Box 250 
Billings, MO 65610 


