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     Faithfully serving in Jesus' name since 1880. Honoring traditions of the past, growing spiritually in the present, and preparing for the future.  

 

ST. PETER ’S EVANGELICAL UCC 

Church Board Report –March 2021 

Dear Members and Friends of St Peter’s! 

Our guest pastor on Sunday, January 31, was the Rev Damien Lake, Associate Conference Minister 
of the Missouri Mid-South Conference of the United Church of Christ.  Pastor Lake has as a primary respon-
sibility to work with local churches who are in the pastoral leadership “search and call” process. 

The newly organized church board had decided that this would be a good opportunity  also to meet with 
Pastor Lake regarding the search process within our Conference and invited the St Peter’s pastoral search 
committee to join the board  and Pastor Lake for lunch and a special time together following morning wor-
ship. following morning worship. 

I think all would agree that it was a very helpful meeting and we appreciated Pastor Lake’s willingness to stay 
and be with us for this special joint gathering. 

On the next Wednesday, February 3, the church board met for its regular monthly meeting.  Church 
board members Amber Tinsley, Sherry Coker, Jeff Ware, Judy Crockett, Pat Ware and David Rauch were in 
attendance. 

The minutes of the previous meeting and the treasurer’s report were both approved. 

Under Old Business the Board reviewed ongoing discussions regarding the upgrading of the sanctuary sound 
system.  A main focus has to do with the possibility of “live streaming” our worship and other services.  We 
expect to look further into what options might be available to make this possible, and how much interest 
there is in pursuing this, if is it technically possible. 

In new business the Board voted to appoint Sherry Coker to the search committee.  Sherry will join other 
search committee members, Judy Crockett, James Rumley, Pat Ware and David Rauch who will be an ex-
officio member as Board president. 

Other items of new business included a discussion of pulpit supply going forward; a decision to   compensate 
guest pastors $150 for preparing and leading worship; pastoral care during the ongoing interim; the possible 
purchase of a new church office computer. 

The Board decided to try to continue child care services going forward, with some concerns about impact of 
the virus on continuing this service. The Board will pursue a further review of this issue. 

The next church board meeting will be held at 6 pm,  Wednesday, March 10, in the fellowship hall. 

Continued on page 2…. 
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Continued from Page 1... 

A few more updates since the February board meeting… 

As everyone knows, the month of February included some challenging days for many here locally as 
well as throughout the country due to the artic blast that brought historic frigid temperatures  and sig-
nificant snow accumulations.  The board felt it prudent to cancel services on Sunday, February 14, due 
to the harsh weather conditions. 

Frozen pipes were common and included the church’s rental property occupied by the Gooch family.  
The Gooch’s had limited cold water services and no hot water for several days.  A called plumber con-
cluded that there was little that could be done until warmer temperatures returned.  Consequently, 
for several days we opened the fellowship hall and kitchen up for the family to use, as well as access to 
the bathroom in the office area of the parsonage. 

Remarkably, when a thawing finally came, there was no apparent damage to the hot and cold  water 
pipes  in the crawl space under the house.  Also, we are very thankful that the Long family who rent 
the parsonage did not have any problems.   Many property owners were not so fortunate. 

Thank you to so many who came to the aid of those who were cold and struggling during this diffi-
cult time.     A special thank you to Jeff, Sam and Cheryl who cleared our parking areas and church 
access of snow in preparation for services on February 21. 

At this writing  I have been able to line up guest pastors to lead worship for the first three Sun-
day’s in March:  Retired licensed pastor  Bill Skaggs, from Monett, will be with us on March 7.  Pastor 
Cynthia Neal, from Bolivar will be back with us on March 14.  Pastor Al Gritten, from Neosho, will 
return on March 21.  I hope to reschedule Licensed Pastor Julie Pappenfort, from Nixa, soon.  She 
was planning to be with us on  Sunday, February 14, when we  reluctantly cancelled service due to the 
weather. 

Ash Wednesday was February 17, and with it began the Lenten season for 2021.  In past years many 
of us here at St Peter’s have participated in  and found very meaningful the special Lenten services 
along with our Methodist and Disciples of Christ friends.   The pandemic has caused the cancellation 
of these services this year as it did last year.  We will miss those times together again this year. 

The  Lenten season is traditionally observed as a period of 40 days between Ash Wednesday and the 
days prior to Easter Sunday.    At St Peter’s,  the season of Lent is distinguishable in part by a change in 
the vestment colors on the pulpit, lectern and altar, from green to purple.  The themes of Lent are 
very basic to our pilgrimage of faith as Christians. 

Religious author, Robin Basselin, writes about Ash Wednesday and the Season of Lent, and includes 

these two summary comments: 

Ash Wednesday 
Ash Wednesday is the first day of the season of Lent in the Western Christian tradition. The name 
comes from the symbolic practice of placing black ash on a believer's forehead--most often in 
the shape of the cross. In the Bible, ash represents grief, death, judgment, and repentance. This 
tradition encourages Christians to begin the season of Lent by focusing on their need for the 
cross.  
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March Scriptures 

Lent 
Year B 

First reading Psalm Second reading Gospel 

Third Sunday in Lent 

March 7, 2021 

Exodus 20:1-17 Psalm 19 1 Corinthians 
1:18-25 

John 2:13-22 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
March 14, 2021 

Numbers 21:4-9 Psalm 107:1-3, 
17-22 

Ephesians 2:1-10 John 3:14-21 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
March 21, 2021 

Jeremiah 31:31-
34 

Psalm 51:1-12 
or 
Psalm 119:9-16 

Hebrews 5:5-10 John 12:20-33 

Annunciation of the 
Lord 
March 25, 2021 

Isaiah 7:10-14 Psalm 45 
or 
Psalm 40:5-10 

Hebrews 10:4-
10 

Luke 1:26-38 

Liturgy of the Palms 
March 28, 2021 
Sixth Sunday in Lent 

  Psalm 118:1-2, 
19-29 

  Mark 11:1-11 
or 
John 12:12-16 

Liturgy of the Passion 
March 28, 2021 
Sixth Sunday in Lent 

Isaiah 50:4-9a Psalm 31:9-16 Philippians 2:5-
11 

Mark 14:1-15:47 
or 
Mark 15:1-39, (40-
47) 

 

 
 

Lent 
Lent is a season of the Christian liturgical calendar intended for 
spiritual reflection and preparation. It lasts approximately 6 
weeks, beginning on Ash Wednesday and ending the Thursday be-
fore Easter. The term Lent comes from an old English word mean-
ing, Spring. However, in Latin, Lent means fortieth because Lent 
is observed for forty days. During the Lenten season, Sundays are 
not counted in the forty day observance: each Sunday is its own 
celebration of Christ's resurrection, a mini-Easter. The forty days of Lent correspond to the 40 days Jesus fasted in the 
wilderness, being tempted by Satan (Matt 4:1-2), in preparation for his public ministry. In some traditions, Lent has 
also been seen as a season to prepare new believers for baptism. Lent is meant to be a time to focus on the meaning of 
the cross and prepare spiritually for the coming celebration of Easter. 
Indeed, with all that is going on in our lives today, and certainly in our life as a congregation, may this 
Lenten season be a special time of introspection and contemplation, and a time of pray as we focus and 
refocus on the gift of faith and promises of our faith, that God has freely given to us through the life, the 
death, and the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
Peace and Grace to all! 
David Rauch, Church Board President 
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Daylight Savings  

Time Begins 

March 14, 2021 
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A bountiful life…. 

“Life is given to you like a flat piece of land,” said actress Jeanne 

Moreau. “I hope that when I'm finished, my piece of land will be a 

beautiful garden.” 

God, who put the first human in a garden to care for creation, blesses 

us with talents and resources to wisely manage. In gardening terms, 

God gives us the plot of ground, the seed, the wisdom and strength 

to bring forth beauty and abundance. Yet we do the work, with God’s 

help, to make it a reality. Like Adam, we till, but God gives the in-

crease. God’s provisions and our labor bring the garden — and our 

lives of stewardship — to fulfillment. 

As stewards, we ponder: When God calls us home, what will our gar-

den be like, and what will it have produced? 
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Mission Update from Paul/Jen Schaefer 
February 11, 2021 

Here is Waare teaching in the new schoolroom in Tangayin. 

Dear friends and family, 
 
Thank you so much for your prayers for all of us, the Safaliba pro-
ject and all our coworkers in Ghana over the last few weeks! The 
translation work and literacy efforts are continuing on well and we 
have several answers to prayer. 

Translation 

 

Thank you for praying for the completion of Acts! Finishing the last 6 chapters was an up-
hill battle with several challenges, but we thank God Paul and the team were able to fin-
ish the consultant check on Friday. 

The team will work on the consultant check of 2 Corinthians next, but first they have a 
two week break (this week and next week) for Nicholas to prepare for and attend another 
session of seminary classes next week. Please pray for him as he finishes his course as-
signments and travels to Accra for the classes. Pray also for his family while he is gone. 
As they were finishing Acts, Nicholas had a myriad of extended family issues crop up. So 
please pray these issues are actually finally solved and for him to be able to focus on his 
coursework this week and next week. 

Stanley arrived safely back at the Seminary near Tamale and has started the first semes-
ter of his second and final year. Please pray for his family during his absence and his 
ability to focus and learn all God wants him to during this precious time of study. 

Continued on Page 7 ….. 

And some of the students practicing their alphabet. 
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Literacy 

 

All the Safaliba schoolchildren are back in school, even the little class at Tangay-
iri. Waare and family have resumed teaching up in the "mountain village" and 
things are going on well. (See pictures below of the kids doing school in their 
new classroom.) Please keep Waare and his family in your prayers as they con-
tinue to live among and serve the little village of Tangayiri. 

All the volunteer-teachers are also back in school--both in their classes to be-
come fully trained teachers and also in the local classrooms, helping Safaliba 
school-children learn. Each of them faces a number of challenges on a daily ba-
sis, from health to transportation to adequate technology, etc. Please pray for 
these young people to be able to persevere in the face of challenges and to be 
diligent and committed. 

Lastly, we have great news about teacher Samua, who the local education office 
was trying to transfer away from the Mandari schools: Samua was told this week, 
that he can stay and continue to teach in Mandari! Thank-you for your prayers on 
this matter! Pray for Teacher Samua to be even more effective than ever before. 

Thank you! 

We wanted to especially thank all of you for your prayers over the last few 
weeks, months, years! Each one of you is an important part of this team and out-
reach to the Safaliba people and the peoples around them. Missionary William 
Carey famously said "I will go down [into the goldmine (mission field)] if you will 
hold the rope." All of you who pray, support, and encourage us and our col-
leagues on the field are the 
one's holding the rope. And 
we give great thanks for 
you! 
 

So thank you for praying! 
 
Serving together, 
Paul and Jen Schaefer 
Caleb, Micah, Josiah, and 
Sarah 
 

Continued from Page 6... 

The children enjoying themselves in the midst of learning! 
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Paying it back — and forward 
During the pandemic, acts of kindness seemed especially mean-
ingful. Last spring, as Covid-19 hit Native American communi-
ties particularly hard, an interesting transatlantic outreach oc-
curred. Donations from Ireland began appearing in a relief fund 
for Navajo and Hopi families, leading administrators to suspect 

the account had been hacked. Then they realized a cross-generational payback 
was underway. 

In 1847, Choctaw Tribe members sent $170 overseas to Ireland to help with Po-
tato Famine relief. That generosity was never forgotten, and by May 2020, peo-
ple in Ireland had contributed more than $4 million toward pandemic assis-
tance for relatives of people who’d helped their ancestors. Many donors in-
cluded an Irish proverb meaning “In each other’s shadows the people live.” 

The concept of paying it forward dates back to a 1784 letter by Benjamin Frank-
lin. It also echoes Jesus’ Golden Rule: “Do to others as you would have them do 
to you” (Luke 6:31). How might you live out this practice today? 

Setting captives free 
Though St. Patrick’s Day has become a secular “holiday,” 

March 17 commemorates the life of a Christian missionary. 

St. Patrick grew up in a Christian home in Britain but wasn’t 

very devout until he experienced crisis. As a teen, he was 

captured and sold into slavery in Ireland, escaping after six 

years. “The Lord opened my unbelieving eyes” in Ireland, 

Patrick later said. God led him back there, and he con-

verted tribe after tribe to Christianity. 

 

In Confessio 61, St. Patrick writes, “I testify in truth and in 

great joy of heart before God and his holy angels that I 

never had any other reason for returning to that nation … except the Gospel and 

God’s promises.”  

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. … Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me”  
                                                                                                                                             …...(Psalm 51:10, 12, NKJV).  



 

Please send any April  

Newsletter articles to  

Mary Kastendieck at: 

marykasten@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Nursing Home Care:  Mary Lou Hutter and Judy 

Rauch 

Health & Wellness:  Jerry Davis, Chet Jenkins, Larry 

Mathews, Raymond Garbee, Jenise Huffman, Steve 

Netzer, Aaron Sears (Denise Hampton request), 

Jeannette Wilson (Friend of Cindy Wagemann), 

Dwight Worstenholm (Chris Rauch’s brother), Ann 

Staiger (Hearing), Shirley Snyder (Luella Thomas’s 

Friend-cancer), Brandy Richter (Cassie Staiger 

friend), Mike Rauch, Rebecca Davis (Shauntae 

Staiger’s friend/breast cancer and medication compli-

cations), Alan Ware, Herman Steinmann, Jessica 

Verch, Pat Barker (lung cancer), Janice Looney 

(COVID)  All those dealing with COVID or quaran-

tine. 

 

 

Happy Birthday to… 

 03/05 Cassie Staiger 

 03/07 Andrea Schultz 

 03/09 Austin Haase 

 03/18  Samuel Faris 

 03/19  Pat Ware 

 03/20  James Rumley 

 03/21  David Hampton 

 03/26 Jadyn Dziwannowski 

 03/27 Jane Staiger 

Happy Anniversary to… 

03/24  Andrew/Cassandra Staiger 

03/25 Allan/Jennifer Williams 
Norwegian theologian Ole Hallesby 
described prayer as simply letting 
God into our lives. God “knocks,” he 
said, “not only in the solemn hours 
of secret prayer” but “in the midst of 
your daily work, your daily strug-
gles, your daily grind … when you need him most.” 
  
Prayer, added Hallesby, is as essential to life as air. 
“As impossible as it is for us to take a breath in the 
morning large enough to last us until noon, so im-
possible is it to pray in the morning in such a way as 
to last us until noon,” he said. “Let your prayers as-
cend to [God] constantly, audibly or silently, as cir-
cumstances throughout the day permit.” 
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