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Faithfully serving in Jesus' name since 1880. Honoring traditions of the past, growing spiritually in the present and preparing for the future
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Greetings and Blessing Members and Friends of St Peter’s!
As anticipated, at its May 12 meeting the Church Board voted to relax the covid related measures which we have encouraged and observed over the past 14 months.
This will include relaxing measures like the wearing of masks, social distancing, curtailing of other church activities, include Sunday School, and the changes we have observed in our order of worship.
Many of the other churches in town and in the area also have acted to lift covid related
measures. There will be an ongoing discussion regarding the timing of these kinds of
decisions, but the Board unanimously agreed that in this area with declining covid infection numbers, with an increasing number of people having been vaccinated, it is reasonable to take this
action now.
We want to emphasize that those who prefer to continue to observe covid preventative measures certainly
are free to do so. Further, masks and disinfectants still will be available at church. Also, the Board will
continue to monitor the covid situation and will revisit the preventative measures question, if that seems
prudent.
I want to offer special appreciation to the past leadership of the church, Church Board President David
Hampton and the Board that served with him, for making the tough and responsible decisions regarding
our part in containing and taking seriously the risks of the covid pandemic.
We thank everyone for your understanding these past many months as we as a congregation have sought
to be responsible and faithful to our calling as a community of faith to serve our Lord and our world in
these both unusual and challenging times.
So, we “open back up” and return to a greater sense of normalcy, with hopefulness, thankfulness and joy
to God, “our rock and our redeemer” who has seen us through this anxious time, and who will continue
to be us in all that comes our way, as individuals, families and as a community of faith.
If you have been away, for whatever reason, come back and rejoin us as we as go forward together in renewed faith, in deeper commitment in serving our Lord and reaching out and serving those with whom
we pilgrim together.
On behalf of your Church Board,
David Rauch, Board President
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May 2021
May was a month with five Sundays and we were blessed as a congregation to have had the
worship leadership of four special people: Carey Higgins, Kimberly Cooper, Gary Cooper
and Julie Pappenfort.
Julie Pappenfort is scheduled for our Memorial Day Sunday to held at the St Peter’s Cemetery, if the weather permits, on Sunday May 30. This special service has been a long standing
tradition and welcomed congregational worship event for many years.
We appreciate all those who have provided pulpit supply assistance over the recent months.
We are pleased to welcome back for the four Sundays of June, Pastor Carey Higgins.
Your Church Board met for its regular monthly meeting, Wednesday evening, May 12. All
members of the Church Board, Amber Tinsley, Sherry Coker, Jeff Ware, Judy Crockett, Pat
Ware, Samuel Faris and David Rauch, were in attendance.
Following an opening prayer and the minutes from our April meeting and acceptance of the
current treasurer’s report were approved. A summary of the treasurer’s report is included
elsewhere in this monthly newsletter.
The main items on the agenda included:
-The question of lifting the covid restrictions,
-Interim pastoral leadership
-monitoring contributions and expenses.
The Board unanimously voted to lessen the covid related measures which have been encouraged over the past
15 months. This decision is dealt with in more detail in a separate article.
The Board discussed a possibility for interim pastoral leadership in the coming months. As this possibility develops, we will be in further communication with everyone. We may have a couple of directions to go with this.
Please continue to keep the Board and the Search Committee in your prayers as we discern the Spirit’s direction.
At this point the Board is monitoring the giving and expenditure trends, especially for budget planning. Total giving numbers are down as we move further into 2021. Be assured that financially, the church is stable and expenses are being met without any problems. However, these giving trends may well affect our ability to plan for a
full time minister option in the future. This too is a matter that we will discuss further with everyone as conclusions
are drawn and viable options are considered
The Board also acted to postpone a decision to replace our ailing office small printer. Instead, we acted to move the
large printer into the office space where the office computer is located. This move has enhanced the ability of the
computer to engage the main multiplex printer directly, an option we have not had before.
Our communion steward for June will be Judy Crockett. Our next church board meeting will be Wednesday, June
9, at 6:30 pm.
We want to say thank you for your commitment to be present in worship as you have felt free and open to do so, and
for you generous giving during this very unusual and challenging period in our history.
Let us go forth with gladness and thanksgiving as we continue to serve our Lord, one another, and the needy world
in which we find ourselves,
On behalf of your Church Board,
David Rauch, Board President
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On June 20 1880, St Peters Evangelical Church was founded and the first church building
was dedicated. At the time and for many years thereafter the language of worship was
German, the native tongue of the sturdy, determined and faith-committed immigrants
from Germany and Switzerland who came together that day.
As a community of faith over the years we have grown to include those of different backgrounds and faith traditions, ever committed to an affirmation of God’s revelation of
Himself and His purposes for us in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.
We have a rich and meaningful heritage, 141 years of faithful worship and service to our
Lord and maker, seeking to respond to His call to us for love, forgiveness and openness to
others, and to be thoughtful and caring in all that we do in His name.
May celebrate our faith pilgrimage of the past, that ongoing pilgrimage today, as well where that pilgrimage takes into
the future.
David Rauch, Board President

In Memoriam...
It’s an annual Memorial Day tradition to place American flags on the graves of our veterans at St. Peter’s Cemetery. This year, the graves of 49 veterans interred at St. Peter’s Cemetery were decorated
with the American Flag in honor of their service and sacrifice for our country.
Pat (Genieve) Schaefer
Wendell
Baum
Gene
Hutter
Willard
Schaefer
Burton
Bengsch
Louia
Hutter
Bernard
Schmidt
Henry
Bluebaum
Marvin
Johansen
Fred
Schmidt
Bill
Bohm
Carl
Kastendieck
Ferd
Schultz
Robert
Brown
Karl
Katzur
Raymond
Schultz
Don
Buntin
August
Lehn
John
Strohfield
George
Burkhardt
Thays
Little
Willard
Utke
Jonathan
Crim
Dean
McGinnis
Carl
Verch
Matt
Crim
Wilford
Oetker
Gene
Verch
Ervin
Dahlman
G. L.
Rauch
John
Verch
Bob
Dreier
G. W.
Rauch
William
Verch
Mark
Dzwanowski
Glen
Rauch
Richard
Wagemann
Leonard
Ebert
Howard
Rauch
Virgil
Wagemann
Clarence
Froeschle
Robert Lee Rauch
Donald
Zoller
William
Green
Donald
Reed
Al
Hutter
Wilbur
Rill
Dorothy
Hutter
Eugene
Ruckman
If any names have inadvertently been omitted from the list, please let me know….Mary K
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A Week of
Tributes to Dad
To celebrate the special man in your life,
use a quote a day the week before Father’s
Day, or honor him with tributes the whole
week after. Every day of the week is a good
day to celebrate his love and show him
yours.
“The heart of a father is the masterpiece of
nature.” —Antoine F. Prévost
“To the world you are a dad. To our family
you are the world.” —Unknown
“The best fathers have the softest, sweetest
hearts. In other words, great dads are real
marshmallows.” —Richelle E. Goodrich
“Dad: a son’s first hero, a daughter’s first
love.” —Unknown
“A good father is one whose only reason
for putting down a laughing baby is to pick
up a crying one." —Linda Poindexter

Bible Quiz
Complete this proverb:
“Like snow in ______ or rain in harvest, so honor is
not fitting for a fool.”
A. springtime
B. summer
C. seedtime
D. autumn
Answer:(See Proverbs 26:1, ESV.

“My father didn't do anything unusual. He
only did what dads are supposed to do —
be there.” —Max Lucado
“I love my father as the stars. He’s a bright
shining example and a happy twinkling in
my heart.” —Terri Guillemets
Generation Gap
After crawling into Grandpa’s lap, little Freddie asked,
“Were you in the ark with Noah, Grandpa?” The grandfather chuckled, “Why, no, Son, I wasn’t.” The youngster
persisted, “Then why weren’t you drowned?”

Have we missed celebrating your birthday
or anniversary? Missing out on church
emails? Please let us know! Our directory
has not been updated for a while, so
please let us know if you have a new information to add to our church directory.
Please give any updates to Mary Kastendieck or Sherry Coker.

Special dates




Flag Day, June 14, 2021
Father’s Day, June 20, 2021
Summer arrives, June 20, 2021

Thank you!

Please send any July
Newsletter articles to
Mary Kastendieck at
marykasten@gmail.com

Nursing Home Care: Mary Lou Hutter and Judy
Rauch
Health & Wellness: Jerry Davis, Chet Jenkins,
Larry Mathews, Raymond Garbee, Jenise Huffman,

06/01 Elizabeth Staiger

Steve Netzer, Aaron Sears (Denise Hampton re-

06/15 Amber Tinsley

quest), Jeannette Wilson (Friend of Cindy Wage-

06/17 Charlene Rumley

mann), Dwight Worstenholm (Chris Rauch’s

06/20 Nancy Schaefer

brother), Ann Staiger (Hearing), Shirley Snyder

06/20 David Thomas

(Luella Thomas’s Friend-cancer), Brandy Richter

06/30 Janine Pirtle

(Cassie Staiger friend), Mike Rauch, Rebecca Davis
(Shauntae Staiger’s friend/breast cancer and medication complications), Herman Steinmann, Jessica
Verch, Pat Barker (lung cancer), All those dealing

06/01 Bob/Nancy Schaefer

with COVID.

06/08 Dave/Jean Robinson

For Pastoral Care—Contact Sue Williams of St.
Johns Chapel UCC, Springfield at 417-812-1089

“Courage is what it takes to stand up and speak. Courage is also
what it takes to sit down and listen.”
—-Winston Churchill

St. Peter’s Evangelical UCC
303 NE Pine
PO Box 250
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