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In my message of June 3, I spoke about anniversaries such as wedding anniversaries and specifically of these June anniversaries: the anniversary of the organization
and dedication of this church, St. Peter’s, on June 20, 1880; of the Women’s Service
Ministry here, the current Friendship Guild, on June 4, 1891; the founding of the United
Church of Christ on June 25, 1957 in Cleveland, Ohio.
I omitted one anniversary I could have mentioned: June 6, 1993 – June 6, 2018:
the 25th anniversary of my ordination into Christian ministry. Over the quarter-century
I’ve served new-start churches and established churches, churches in turmoil and conflict, churches that had the same pastors for 25 years or more; I’ve served in southern
California, northern Illinois, metro St. Louis and the Ozarks; I’ve served part-time and
full-time, under men AND women senior pastors, at churches that struggled to make a
budget and churches with nearly a million dollar budget and 19 staff members.
Although “tomorrow is promised to no one,” next March I turn 65. As I told the
Church Board members at the June Board meeting, “It’s time.” Therefore I have given
my notice to retire and to resign from my position as pastor: my last official day is to be
Sunday, March 3, 2019. As the church calendar goes, this is through the seasons after
Pentecost, Advent, Christmas and Epiphany.
There are items still on my “to do” list for the time remaining as pastor of St. Peter’s. There are items beginning to form on a “to do” list for my time after as well.
It is not possible for me to decide on a favorite scripture. One that has sustained
me – and please don’t overthink this! – since before seminary is this:
Count it all joy, my brothers and sisters, when you meet various trials, because
you know that the testing of your faith produces endurance; and let endurance have its
full effect, so that you may be mature and complete, lacking in nothing.
James 1:2-4
I count my time in service with you, among you, for you and always, ALWAYS to the
glory of God and Christ as all joy.
In the power and the peace of Jesus,
Rev. Kemery Baldwin

The St. Peter’s Church Board met on Monday, June 11. The board reviewed
several items in old business including planning for the upcoming work day (June 23) and the
church picnic (June 24). Pat Ware reported that Alan had checked the church portable sound
system and it is now working and will be available for the church picnic. Thank you Alan! Additionally, the board received updates that both the church insurance policies and the church
use policies are still being revised and will be considered again at the next meeting.
Other maintenance items were discussed. Bids are still in the process of being gathered to
re-carpet the parsonage front porch and to waterproof/repair/paint the basement bathrooms. It was noted that the mowing contract for the church includes trimming shrubs and
the contractor will be asked to complete the trimming in the next week. The board thanked
Mark Schultz for doing more locksmith work in the church office and voted to reimburse him
for his time and materials.
There were several items in new business. The board discussed replacing the pew Bibles
with larger print Bibles. It was also noted the some of the current Bibles are not in good condition.
The board asked Pastor Baldwin to bring a proposal to the next board meeting for consideration. In addition, the Internet service in the Fellowship Hall has not been very consistent.
It was agreed to investigate if a new router/modem or Wi-Fi extender is needed to improve
Internet service throughout the facilities.
There was discussion regarding adding a small children’s table with chairs in the back of
the sanctuary by the stairway. The old pew that is there now, which has a broken support, will
be removed to add a child friendly area. The board decided to go ahead with project as costs
will be minimal.
The board discussed and approved an opportunity for free CPR training to be offered at St. Peter’s Church in the near future. If anyone is interested in receiving the training, please let
Pastor Baldwin or Mary Kastendieck know so the board can plan accordingly.
And finally, the board reluctantly received a notice of retirement letter from Pastor Baldwin.
Pastor indicated that her last Sunday will be March 3, 2019. The board expressed gratitude
for her years of dedicated service at St. Peter’s and for being willing to continue as pastor for
the next several months.
The next board meeting will be Monday, July 9 at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Mary Kastendieck

On June 1st St. Peter's Friendship Guild met at Maggie Mae's Tea Room in Miller,
Mo. for the 127th Founder's Day celebration of the Ladies Guild at St. Peter's
Church. Twelve members and guest, Jadyn Dziwanowski, met for lunch and fellowship. Prior to lunch being served, President, Diane Zell, read to everyone the history
of the founding of the Friendship Guild. A very pleasant time was had by all!
Friendship Guild will adjourn for the summer months and will reconvene on Sept.
8th at 10:00 a.m. We would encourage any member or friend to consider joining our
group. We have a good time together and do a lot of good for the church and our
community!
Respectfully submitted,
Secretary, Chris Rauch
2018 Relay for Life of Republic
Our Relay for Life of Republic event was a success! At the end of our relay night,
$48,150 had been raised! This was the 5th year our team had participated. With the help
of our team members, and our friends from church, our team raised $2,564. We would
like to thank EVERYONE who helped us by donating money, who worked or donated
items for our fundraisers, and who helped us the night of relay. We could not have been
able to do it without you! Let us know if you want to participate in our "Water Bottle
Challenge!"
Team: Stepping Out in Faith

Omnipresent
We may ignore, but we can nowhere evade, the presence of God. The world is crowded with
him. He walks everywhere incognito. And the incognito is not always hard to penetrate. The
real labor is to remember, to attend … in fact to come awake. Still more, to remain awake.
—C.S. Lewis

Finding freedom
The paradox of faith is that when we conform our lives to Christ, then we gain our
true freedom. And its fruit is profound and lasting happiness.
—Vincent Nichols

Lessons from a farmer
Summer often reminds pastor Walter
Wangerin Jr. of his father-in-law, a farmer.
Farmers, he writes, remember “that we belong to the earth, and the earth belongs to
God.” Recalling his father-in-law working
the fields, he states, “Surely I don’t suppose
that we shall live by the horse again, but I
plead that we live on this earth with reverence.”
Because God gave people “dominion”
over creation (see Genesis 1:28), we are
“God’s emblem within the universe, God’s
signature upon the work he had accomplished,” Wangerin writes. “We were placed
here to serve God by serving the earth and
so to be served by it.”
Who demonstrates that better than a
farmer nurturing soil and seeds to yield
abundant harvest? “By his reverential
stance,” Wangerin concludes, “the farmer
calls again for honor to God and kindness to
creation, that we dress and till and keep it
rightly.”
—based on Measuring the Days

Unqualified
If you’ve ever failed to qualify for something — or been disqualified from something
— you know how discouraging it is to not be
good enough. Romans 3:12 says we’re all unqualified, or “worthless,” on our own.
Thankfully, “the Lord never calls the qualified,” as author Henry Blackaby noted; instead “[God] qualifies the called.” Jesus
chooses and appoints us to go bear fruit for
him (see John 15:16), and then he empowers
us to do it. Talk about impeccable qualifications!
For an insightful video on this topic, search
YouTube for Jon Jorgensen’s spoken-word
poem “Not Qualified.”

Light one candle
On Good Friday 2017, Jeannie
Gaffigan, a writer and producer, wife of
comedian Jim Gaffigan and a mother of
five, learned she had an apple-sized tumor on her brain stem. As a Christian,
she knew she needed God’s help to face
the ordeal — and knew she still had “a
lot of work” to do for him. On Easter
Monday, the benign mass was removed
during a nine-hour operation.
A year earlier, the Gaffigans won a
Christopher Award for positive contributions to media. The award’s inscription
— “Better to light one candle than to
curse the darkness” — now has new
meaning for Jeannie. “There’s an urgency to do things that may be smaller, like
lighting one candle, [rather] than these
ambitious, huge goals of doing major
shows in order to change the world,” she
says. “We all want to light a thousand
candles, but there’s that one candle that’s
right in front of you that God is presenting for you. Open up your eyes and look
at it and light it.”

A prayer for the 4th
Lord Jesus, thou who art the way, the
truth and the life; hear us as we pray
for the truth that shall make all free.
Teach us that liberty is not only to be
loved but also to be lived. Liberty is
too precious a thing to be buried in
books. It costs too much to be hoarded.
Help us see that our liberty is not the
right to do as we please, but the opportunity to please to do what is right. —
Peter Marshall, before the U.S. Senate

“Lord, remember me”
The funeral of renowned evangelist Billy Graham
was a celebration — not of the preacher’s long life and
many accomplishments but of his arrival in heaven.
Graham, who died at age 99 in February 2018, was
confident he’d spend eternity with Jesus but knew the
reason wasn’t his own status or actions.
Graham knew he was a sinner in need of forgiveness.
“I still need the cross,” he said.
Graham added, “I am not going to heaven because I
have preached to great crowds or read the Bible many
times. I’m going to heaven just like the thief on the
cross who said in that last moment: ‘Lord, remember
me.’”

“Christmas in July”
Collection for the Children’s Home
(ECH)
Will be Sunday July 22nd and July 29th.

From The
Bible
28 “Come to Me, all you who

labor and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest.
29 “Take My yoke upon you
and learn from Me, for I am
gentle and lowly in heart, and
you will find rest for your souls,
30 “For My yoke is easy and
My burden is light.”
Matthew 11:28-30 NKJ

Divine priorities
In Center of the Universe (Destiny Image), Pastor Bill
Johnson tells of being given, in
adulthood, a type of dog he’d
longed for since childhood. As
thrilled as he was, he wondered
why God would bypass his
“priority prayers” concerning real
human need, spirituality and
eternity and answer one of his
“unimportant” prayers — those
related to material things or circumstances.
Johnson concluded that God
wanted him to learn about God’s
character — that God is a loving,
generous Father who takes pleasure in his children’s delight.
“After all,” Johnson writes, “I expect him to care about the important things of my life. How refreshing it is to see that he cares
about things that score very low
on the Eternity Rating Chart, just
because he loves me.”

Bruce Baker: Cory Carlson
(request of Dave & Jean Robinson); Wilma Cozort (Eliz.
Staiger’s
grandmother);
Tim
Fields, for the Ben Garbee family;
The Ham family: two youngest children have failing
hearts (request of Sanya Lenahan); Jenise Huffman;
Mary Lou Hutter; Dorann (Cloud) Jones; Carl
Kastendieck; JAKE Linder: motorcycle accident)
(request of Amber Tinsley); Steve Netzer; Michael
Newman (friend of Sam Faris);JoAnn McGehee;
Mary Meny; Jamie Murphy; David Rauch; Mike
Rauch; Kay Rill; Roger Rill; James Rumley; Charles
Schatz: Ray Schultz; Aaron Sears; (request of Denise Hampton); Charles Wallace; Crissy Wilson
(Cassie Staiger’s sister); Mary Zoller; Steven Zoller;
mission partners; for all struggling in body, mind or
spirit, We give thanks for friendship gained & cherished; for laughter, smiles & joy.

Summer faith practices
Be a gardener.
Dig a ditch, toil and sweat,
and turn the earth upside down
and seek the deepness
and water the plants in time.
Continue this labor
and make sweet floods to run
and noble and abundant fruits to
spring.
Take this food and drink
and carry it to God as your true worship.
—Julian of Norwich, Christian mystic
(ca. 1342-1416)

August Newsletter Deadline
All articles must be received
by noon on the 3rd Friday of the
Month.. Anything received after that will

be in the next Newsletter.
Please send all articles for August Newsletter to: Mary Steinmann Editor: Email:
msteinmann37@gmail.com

Your donations to the food Pantry are
very important and St. Joseph’s would like
to thank everyone who donated. Collections day will be the First Sunday of each
month, donations of canned foods, paper goods, or cash are appreciated.

Special dates
• Canada Day, July 1, 2018
• Independence Day, July 4, 2018

Monthly Meetings
Independence Day July 4, 2018
Board Meeting Monday J uly 9, 2018 at @ 7 p. m.

Communion Sunday, J uly 1, 2018
VBS Kick-Off Wor ship with Billing Chistian Chur ch
here @ St. Peters’s July, 16 thu July 19th 6 PM to 8 PM
Christmas in July Collection for Every Child’s Hope
Sunday 22nd and Sunday 29th

Weekly Events
Bible Study Tuesdays @ 10 a.m.
Adult & Children Sunday School @ 9:30 a.m.

Readers and Scripture Text
07/01
07/08
07/15
07/22
07/29
08/05
08/12

Mary Beyer
2 Sam 1:1, 17-27
Psalm 130
2 Cor. 8:7-15
Mark 5:21-43
Sam Schaumann 2 Sam 5:1-5, 9-10 Psalm 48 2 cor. 12:2-10 Mark 6:1-13
Sherry Coker
2 Sam 6:1-5, 12b-19 Psalm 24, Ephesian 1:3-14
Mark 6:14-29
Herman Steinmann 2 Sam 7 1-14a; Psalm 89:20-37 Ephesian 2:11-22; Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
David Rauch
2 Sam 11:1-15 Psalm 14
Ephesian 3:14-21
John 6:1-21
Sam Faris
2 Sam 11:26-12:13a
Psalm 51:1-12
Ephesian 4:1-16 John 6:24-35
Diane Zell
1 Kings 19:4-8
Psalm 34:1-8 Ephesian 4:25-5:2
John 6:35, 41-51

JULY

JULY
7-01-89

Jim and Gale Boswell

7-02-83

Mark and Andrea Schultz

Matthew Logan

7-18-86

Lee and Lavona Lurvey

7-24

Diane Zell

7-28-72

John and Debbie Wagemann

7-24

Sam Schaumann

7-08

Herman Steinmann

7-19

Paul Kastendieck

7-23

07-01
07-08
07/15
07/11
07/22
07/29
08/05
08/12

Herman & Mary Steinmann
David & Luella Thomas
Fred & Diane Zell
Sherry Coker & Family
Mark & Andrea Schultz
Mary Beyer & Gale Boswell
Norma & Cindy Wagemann
Amber Tinsley & Mary Kastendieck

He who sows courtesy reaps friendship,
and he who plants kindness gathers
love.”
—St. Basil

Communion Stewards
July
— Pat Ware
August — Mary Kastendieck

Independence Day
July 4, 2018

