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Faithfully serving in Jesus’ name since 1880. 
Honoring traditions of the past, growing spiritually in the present and preparing for the future. 

 

Recognize this? 
It is printed on the front of the Sunday worship bulletin. The statement in bold is, to my un-
derstanding, the Mission Statement of this particular church that has been serving faithfully 
since June 20, 1880.  
 
At a recent gathering I stumbled when I wanted to share this statement; the facilitator re-
minded all of us how important it is to share our church mission clearly and often. 
 
That is now my goal, to state this more often and perhaps get into the memory bank.  
 
But a mission statement is not just a memory verse; it is a manual for life in any particular 
church. Consider the actions in the statement: 
 

Honor. 
Grow. 
Prepare.  
 

As we go about the work of the Body of Christ which includes but is not limited to –  
worship, Bible study, choir, fellowship activities, service projects, missions, VBS, renova-
tion and maintenance, outreach…let’s ask how each might honor, grow or prepare mem-
bers, friends and sojourners to be about serving in Jesus’ name. 
 
It is a simple thing to ask, yet as we know, sometimes what is simple is challenging and 
not easy. Jesus never said following him would be easy; he did say, as recorded in the 
gospel of John, chapter 8: 
 
12 … “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in dark-

ness but will have the light of life.” 
 
In the power and the peace of Jesus.  
 

Rev. Kemery Baldwin  

 







The St. Peter’s UCC Church Board met on Monday, June 12 at 7:00 p.m.  The board made ar-

rangements to move forward with the two projects that were discussed and approved at the 

congregational meeting. 

    At the meeting on June 11, the congregation voted to accept the proposal from Certa-Pro 

Painters of Springfield to remove wallpaper and paint the sanctuary for a cost of $6325. (Any 

major plaster repair will be extra- if necessary) The sanctuary wallpaper/painting project will 

begin on Tuesday, June 20 and is predicted to take 5-7 work days to complete.  Since we will be 

worshipping at Alan and Pat Ware’s on Sunday, June 25 for the church picnic, we will not have 

any conflicts with any church services during the painter’s work schedule.  Hopefully, by the time 

you read this, the project will have been completed!  

   For the second project, the congregation approved the bid from Jonathan’s Construction of 

Springfield for the demolition of the “Harter house” and shed for $5000.   This work is set for 

completion sometime later this summer, probably in August.  Thanks to everyone that stayed 

after church for the meeting and participated in the discussion and voting for these important 

upkeep items. 

   In new business, the board received a request from the Billings Baptist Church for the use of 

the vacant “Driscoll” rental house for 6-8 weeks this summer.  As you may know, the Billings Bap-

tist Church is building a fellowship hall and they will be hosting skilled workers from around the 

country this summer to help with the construction.  The board agreed to let the Baptist Church 

have use of the rental house for free with the condition that they help us complete some up-

keep/repair projects in the rental house.   

   In other business, the board discussed/approved these items: 

 -hired a person to clean church two hours weekly for $35 
 -made plans for the church picnic on June 25  
 -reviewed and updated rental property application  
 -agreed to disposal of items in the “Harter” house on June 17 during work day 
 -will set date to seal asphalt for late summer/early fall 

-discussed that glazing/paint on the outside of the sanctuary windows is in need of repair,    
particularly on the south side of the building - 

 
   The next board meeting will be on Monday, July 10 @ 7:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Kastendieck 

https://blu181.mail.live.com/ol/


CHRISTMAS 

IN 

JULY 

     We will be collecting our Christmas in 

July offering for the Children Home on  

July 23rd and 30th of July. 

Relay for Life 2017 
 

   The Relay for Life of Republic was held on Saturday, June 10. We were blessed with a 

breezy, cool evening. Our team fundraiser that night was selling goodies that team members 

had made. We just about sold out! Our team would like to thank all of you for helping us raise 

money. We were able to reach our goal and even go beyond it. Our final team total was 

$2,771.00! We even have $3.00 in our church account to start growing on for next year. The 

eight teams that participated were able to raise $59,900! If anyone would like to join our team 

please let us know. Thank you! 

 

Cindy and the team 

Sparrow —Birds in general symbolize 
God’s presence. Sparrows represent God’s 
concern and care even for those thought 
insignificant. In Jesus’ words, “Are not two 
sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of 
them will fall to the ground outside your 
Father’s care. … So don’t be afraid; you 
are worth more than many  spar-

+Christian Symbol+ 

   Literature, painting, music — the most 

basic lesson that all art teaches us is to 

stop, look and listen to life on this plan-

et, including our own lives, as a vastly 

richer, deeper, more mysterious business 

than most of the time it ever occurs to us 

to suspect as we bumble along from day 

to day on automatic pilot. ...  

   When Jesus [says] that the greatest 

command of all is to love God and to love our neighbor, he 

too is asking us to pay attention. If we are to love God, we 

must first stop, look and listen for him in what is happen-

ing around us and inside us. If we are to love our neigh-

bors, before doing anything else we must see our neigh-

bors. With our imagination as well as our eyes, that is to 

say like artists, we must see not just their faces but the life 

behind and within their faces. Here it is love that is the 

frame we see them in. 

                        —Frederick Buechner, Whistling in the 

Stop, look and listen  

Be Christ's  

   English pastor J. Sidlow Baxter  
often passed a retired pastor on 
a lane near his home. Baxter 
once asked the man, “How are 
you keeping?”  
   The man responded, “I’m not 
keeping, I’m kept.” Of all the 
things we can be, nothing 

eats Christ’s.  



     The Friendship Guild celebrated their 126th anniversary June 2, 2017 at Aviary Café in 

Springfield.  We reviewed the history of our organization, 

  The Ladies Guild was organized June 4, 1891.  The organized group was called St. Peter's 

Evangelical Aid Society.  

     The Friendship Circle's first meeting was November 1, 1972. Their meetings held by a volun-

teer hostess at her home or the Church.  

The two  groups had their first combined  meeting December 14th, 1995.  

  We all enjoyed our meal and fellowship  together.    We adjourned for the summer.  Our next 

meeting will be September  9, 10:00a.m.  

 Respectfully submitted, 

  Diane Zell 

Independence Day  July 4, 2017 

Independence Day l 

lessons for church life  

• Return to the basics — On July 4 we commemorate the origins of our country. In 

terms of faith, we also periodically need to hear again the foundational stories of 

Creation, the Israelites and, of course, Jesus.  

• Honor the gift of freedom — “For freedom Christ has set us free … do not submit 

again to a yoke of slavery” (Galatians 5:1, ESV). We strive as citizens to preserve 

and live out our national freedom. Likewise, as citizens of God’s kingdom we live 

gladly in the freedom of salvation and share that gift with others.  

• Enjoy community — July 4 is known for picnics, parades and other community 

gatherings. Similarly, the church is nourished by coming together for worship, meals 

and other special events.  

• Be light in the darkness — As fireworks brighten the sky with light and color, the 

church is called to display the Gospel’s unique light in a dark world. Our 

word dynamite and the Greek word for power — as in, “You will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit comes on you” (Acts 1:8) — share a root. Through God’s pow-

er in us, we share Jesus — dynamically! — with others.  

—Heidi Mann  



 
From The 

3Trust in the Lord, and do 
    good: 
Dwell in the land, and feed 
    on His faithfulness. 
4Delight yourself also in the 
    Lord, 
And He shall give you the 
    desires of your heart. 
5Commit your way to the 
    Lord, 
Trust also in Him, 
And He shall bring it to 
    pass. 
7Rest in the Lord, and wait 
    patiently for Him 
Do not fret because of him 
     Who prospers in his 
      Way, 
Because of the man who  
    Brings wicked schemes 
     To pass.   

Vacation Bible School 2017 

Week of July 17 – 21 

6 p.m.– 8 p.m. 

@ Billings Christian Church 

      A Joint ministry of the Christian Church and  St. Peter's 

Church 

    These evenings will be filled with food, songs, crafts 

and games based around familiar children's stories that 

help us to see how God Is With Us when we are brave, or 

serving others, or not following the crowd, anxious, or 

when our prayers are not answered just the way we prayed 

them.  

     St. Peter's needs Volunteers to help with the food prepa-

ration/clean-up on Monday and Wednesday! 

Other volunteers too for crafts, story time, games, etc. 

Please speak to Pastor Kemery if you are able and willing 

to volunteer.  

     The Mission Focus is Paw Packs.  

Registration forms will be at the church soon. Deadline to 

register is July 10. 

BILLINGS COMMUNITY FAIR 

Vendor Booth Space Available 

Arts-Crafts-Farmer's Market-Organizations 

August 31st – September 2nd 2017 

Booth Space Rental Fee for all 3 days is $30, Space is 

10 feet deep by 15 feet wide.  

    One Sunday as she was getting ready for church, a 

grandmother received a call from her daughter. “Can 

you watch the kids while we’re out of town next week?” 

the daughter asked.  

    Grandma was so thrilled she put an extra $5 into the 

offering plate that morning.  

    The next Sunday, after her three young grandchildren 

had returned home, she put in an extra $20.  

Why Grandma gave  



   Your donations to the food Pantry are 

very important and St. Joseph’s would  like 

to thank everyone who donated.  Our  next 

collection day will be  July 9th.  All   dona-

tions of canned foods,   paper goods,  or  

cash  are  appreciated. 

  

Bruce Baker; Mary Burkhardt; 

the friends and family of Floyd 

Compton; Julie Cunningham 

(friend of Judy Crockett),    Anna 

Lea Dobbins;  Tryston Ellis & 

Jamie Murphy;  Mike Halpin (request of Bobbie 

Rauch); David Haver (request of Denise Hampton); 

Robert Hargrave; Bob Hays (request of Becky Pan-

nucci);  Debbie (Stever) Huffman; Jenise Huffman; 

William Kohn  (request of Chris Rauch); The family 

and friends of Bara Rauch Jackson; William; Mat-

thew Logan; Steve Netzer;  Michael Newman (friend 

of Samuel Faris); David McCullough (request of 

Robin Hatten), JoAnn McGehee; Mary Meny; Bob-

bie & Mike Rauch; Kay Rill; Roger Rill;  Seth Rum-

ley; Charles Schatz;  Ray Schultz; Mary Schmidt; 

Aaron Sears  (request of   Denise Hampton);  Connie 

Smallwood; Gary Stewart; Cody Verch;  Bill Zoller; 

Mary Zoller; Steven Zoller; for all who struggling in 

body, mind or spirit. We give thanks for friendship 

gained & cherished;  for laughter, smiles & Joy. 

Special dates  

Weekly Events 

       Sunday School 9:30 AM 

       Worship Service  10:30 AM 

Tuesday—Bible Study 10:00 AM. 

Monthly Meetings 
Sunday, July 2   Communion  

Sunday, July 9   Youth leave for Senior High 

Camp @ Camp Aurora 

Monday Board Meeting July 10, 2017 at 7 p. m. 

Sunday, July 16, Worship @ Christian         

Church VBS Week Kick-off  

Sunday, July 23  Collection for ECH    

[Children's Home] 

August Newsletter Deadline 

    All articles must be received by  noon on  

Wednesday July 19th to be in the August 

Newsletter.  Anything  received after the 

19th will be in the  September Newsletter. 

    Please send all articles for the  August 

Newsletter to:  Mary Steinmann Editor:  @ 

Email:  msteinmann37@gmail.com  

• Canada Day, July 1, 2017  

• U.S. Independence Day, July 4, 2017   

Stay anchored  

     Hold fast to the Bible as the 

[main] anchor of your liberties; write 

its precepts on your hearts and   prac-

tice them in your lives. To the influ-

ence of this book we are indebted for 

all the progress made in true civilization, and to 

this we must look as our guide in the future.  

                                           —Ulysses S. Grant   

No Bible Study on July 4 

For the love of God is broader  

than the measure of man's mind;  

and the heart of the Eternal  

is most wonderfully kind.  

If our love were but more faithful,  

we should take him at his word;  

and our life would be thanksgiving  

for the goodness of the Lord.  

                       —Frederick W. Faber  

Our good God  



07/02  Fred Zell                  Gen 22:1-14     Psalms 13         Romans  6:12-23      Matthew 11:25-30 
07/09  Danny Hutter     Gen 24:34-38, 42-49 58-67  Ps 45:10-17   Rom 7:15-25a    Matt 11:16-19 
07/16  Mary Beyer           Genesis 25:19-34    Psalms 119:105-112    Romans 8:1-11   Matt  107/23        
07/23  Sam Schaumann   Gen 28:10-19a  Ps 139:1-12, 23-24  Rom 8:12-25  Matt 13:24-30, 36-43 
07/30  Sherry Coker         Gen 29:15-28      Ps 128      Roman 8:26-39       Matt 13:31-33, 44-52  
08/06  David Rauch         Gen 32:22-31       Ps 17, 15    Roman 9:1-5      Matt 14:13-21 
O8/13 Sam Faris              Gen 37:1-4, 12-28      Ps 85:8-13    Roman 10:5-15      Matt 14:22-33 

Readers and Scripture Text                             

7-02     Sherry Coker & Nick Dziwanowki 

7-09    Mark & Andrea Schultz 

7-16    Mary Beyer & Gale Boswell 

7-23    Norma & Cindy Wagemann 

7-30    Mary Lou & Danny Hutter 

8-06    James & Charlene Rumley 

8/13    Sam & Debbie Schaumann 

July  — Sam Faris 

Aug. — Mary Kastendieck 

               7-02    Sierra Watson 

               7-09    John Wagemann 

               7-16    Amber Tinsley 

               7-23    Schaumann 

               7-30    Sierra Watson 

               8-06    John Wagemann 

               8-13    Amber Tinsley 

Recording 

JULY 

7-08  Herman Steinmann 

7-16  Benjamin Kia Jones 

7-19  Paul Kastendieck 

7-23  Matthew Logan 

7-24  Diane Zell 

7-24  Sam Schaumann 

                         JULY 

7-01-89               Jim and Gale Boswell 

7-02-99               Jesse and Mellisa Jones 

7-02-83               Mark and Andrea Schultz 

7-18-86               Lee and Lavona Lurvey 

7-28-71                John and Debbie Wagemann 

 

Communion Stewards 


