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ST. PETERõS EVANGELICAL UCC 

M 
oving toward Advent, we have been studying Scripture in a series entitled, ñOur 

GodéThe Great I Am.ò  Weôve talked about His attributes of omnipotence, omniscience, 

omnipresence and many others. We know that this side of heaven we can never fully realize, 

tell about or totally comprehend our amazing and awesome heavenly Father. However, because of our 

trust and faith in Him and His Word, we know that God sees us as He made us to be. So we KNOW we 

can say: 

I am a child of GodéRom. 8:16 

I am forgivenéCol. 1:13-14 

I am saved by grace through faithéEph. 2:8 

I am justifiedéRom. 5:1 

I am sanctifiedé1 Cor. 1:2 

I am a new creatureé2 Cor. 5:17 

I am a partaker of His divine natureé2 Pet. 1:4 

I am redeemed from the curse of the lawéGal.3:13 

I am delivered from the powers of darknesséCol. 1:13 

I am led by the spirit of GodéRom. 8:14 

I am having all my needs met by Christ JesuséPhil. 4:19 

I am casting all my cares on Jesusé1 Pet. 5:7 

I am strong in the Lord and in the power of His mightéEph. 6:10 

I am doing all things through Christ who strengthens meéPhil 4:13. 

I am an heir of God and a joint heir with JesuséRom. 8:17 

I am healed by His stripesé1 Pet. 2:24 

I am an overcomer by the blood of the Lamb and the word of my testimonyéRev. 12:11 

I am the righteousness of God in Christ Jesusé2 Cor. 5:21 

I am an imitator of JesuséEph. 5:1 

I am being transformed by the renewing of my mindéRom. 12:1-2 

I am walking by faith and not by sighté2 Cor. 5:7  

And of course there are many more promises that we have in Godôs infallible Word. 

The St. Peters family is in our prayers, and Carmen and I wish each of you a blessed and healthy new 

year in the Lord! 

Pastor Larry Worden, Interim 
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The St. Peterôs board held the December board 

meeting on Wednesday evening 12/09/20. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p. m. with all 

members present except one who was out due to ill-

ness. 

 

After reviewing both last monthôs meeting minutes and the treasurerôs financial 

report for November both reports were approved with unanimous votes. 

 

Pastor Larry gave his report for November reviewing all the Sunday services he 

conducted as well as the several dozen Church related  phone calls, emails, 

meetings and texts he made during the month. 

 

The board expressed our appreciation of Pastor Larry and Carmen for their 

faithfulness and loving care of our church that they provide now and have pro-

vided every day for the last year! God certainly blessed St. Peterôs when He 

sent Pastor Larry and Carmen to be our Pastors. 

 

Several items of old business were then reviewed and discussed as listed be-

low: 

-maintenance jobs  are all completed except for replacement of the Fellowship 

Hall security light 

-The board decided we must continue Social Distancing as we have been doing 

the last 9 months since the Covid pandemic continues to be surging in our area. 

-Christmas Eve candlelight service discussion: 

After a lengthy discussion of the pros and cons of whether to hold the Christmas 

Eve service in light of the pandemic challenges the board decided it was too 

great a risk to go ahead and hold this much loved yearly service where we cele-

brate Christôs birth. Due to the challenges of social distancing in what could 

have been a large crowd, the board reluctantly voted unanimously to cancel the 

Annual Christmas Eve candlelight service. However, the board did decide to 

have a Sunday morning pre-Christmas candlelight service for those that attend 

on that Sunday morning of December 20th. 

 
Board Report continued on page 3... 
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January 2021 Scriptures 

Second Sunday after 

Christmas Day 

Jeremiah 31:7-14 Psalm 147:12-20 Ephesians 1:3-14 John 1:(1-9), 10-
18 

Epiphany of the Lord 
January 6, 2021 

Isaiah 60:1-6 Psalm 72:1-7, 10-
14 

Ephesians 3:1-12 Matthew 2:1-12 

Baptism of the Lord 
January 10, 2021 

First Sunday after the Epiph-
any 

Genesis 1:1-5 Psalm 29 Acts 19:1-7 Mark 1:4-11 

Second Sunday after the 
Epiphany 

January 17, 2021 

1 Samuel 3:1-10, 
(11-20) 

Psalm 139:1-6, 13
-18 

1 Corinthians 
6:12-20 

John 1:43-51 

Third Sunday after the 
Epiphany 

January 24, 2021 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10 Psalm 62:5-12 1 Corinthians 
7:29-31 

Mark 1:14-20 

Fourth Sunday after the 
Epiphany 

January 31, 2021 

Deuteronomy 
18:15-20 

Psalm 111 1 Corinthians 8:1-
13 

Mark 1:21-28 

The board then turned their attention to the following New Business items: 
 
-Sunday January 24th was set as the date of our Annual Business meeting. This meeting will 
be held as usual immediately following the service that morning. Everyone needs to do all 
possible to attend this annual meeting. 
-Saturday January 16th was set as the date for the annual Audit Committee meeting to re-
view and audit St. Peterôs 2020 financials. Members of this audit Committee are: 
Dave Crockett; Danny Hutter; Lee Lurvey; Jeff Ware; Bobbie Rauch and David Hampton. 
 
The board will hold their next monthly meeting on January 13th, 2021 at 6:30 p. m. The 
January communion steward is Lavona Lurvey. 
 
Christmas is Jesus and without Jesus there would be no Christmas. Let us all keep in mind 
that as Christians we are blessed to know that Christ birth is what Christmas is about. During 
this Christmas of 2021 we realize that we need Christ now even more than ever. I am so 
glad that Jesus is our Savior and that He knows what we are going thru and that He cares 
and understands and loves us like no other. 
 
Jesus knows and cares about each of us and will continue to care for us and watch over us 
now and forever. May the peace of Christ be with you all and may he bless and keep each of 
you during this blessed season of the celebration of the birth of our Savior and Lord! 
 
David Hampton, Board President 
 

Board Report continued from page 2... 
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Dear friends and family, 
A belated Happy Thanksgiving and happy holiday season to you all. We hope and 
pray that this will be a season filled with light and love and God's rich blessings and 
presence, even in the midst of this pandemic. 

Thanks for keeping us and our colleagues in Ghana in your prayers! Things con-
tinue to progress pretty well in Ghana and everyone seems to be staying well so far. 

Translation  

Paul and the translation team continue to make progress on the book of Acts. They were hoping to finish it 
before Christmas but they took longer than expected going through Stephen's speech in Acts 7 cross-
checking all the Old Testament references. We are encouraged and thankful that the team did a good job 
on the exegetical check and for the progress they are all making on the consultant check. Please continue 
to pray for the technology to work well and for the time to keep on working on a regular basis. Pray also 
that Ghana's elections on Monday (tomorrow) all take place peacefully. 

Literacy  

The schools are still set to re-open in January. Please pray for Eden and the other teachers as they pre-
pare for this reopening. While the schools have been closed, we have enjoyed having Eden working regu-
larly on the translation side of things. 

Also, as the schools reopen, pray for our first 5 trainee teachers, Manjeed, Matilda, Daniel, Moses, and 
Solomon, who each completed the 2-year teaching Diploma and have been assigned to do their 1-year 
National Service as teachers in the Safaliba elementary schools in Mandari, Gbenfu, and Nsunua. 

Update on Waare and the open-air pavilion school room--Waare and his helpers in Tangayiri continue to 
make good progress on the school room. They were hoping to put on the wood for the rafters for the roof 
this past week, but they ran into a problem. They now plan to do that this coming week. Please keep them 
in your prayers as they hope to finish the build-
ing soon. 

Update on Stanley and the grinding mill--Thank 
you all for your prayers and support for Stanley 
and his grinding mill. We thank God that we 
have received the money Stanley needs for the 3-
phase electrical connection. Someone pointed 
out it would be a good idea to put a protective 
guard over the belt that connects the motor to 
the grinding mill, in order to prevent anyone 
from getting their arm ripped off by the mill 
(which unfortunately has happened before in such mills), and money for that has also been pledged. 

Jacob and the Vagla-Safaliba church in Sawla-- Thank you all for praying for Jacob and his outreach and 
beginnings on their new church building. We have also received the money he needs for the rebar to start 
building the foundation. Please pray for them as they continue to build step by step. 
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Mission Update from Paul/Jen Schaefer 
December 6 & 14, 2020 

Making progress on the new schoolroom. 


