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January 2018
The Annual Congregational meeting is
Sunday, January 14, 2018 after the worship service.
I like the new year. Pristine desk calendars. A clean check register. It’s an image of
promise, great promise. How will these pages be filled? What is in store for my family, my
community, this Body of Christ, the nation and the world?
Is there a difference between a promise and a resolution, since this is the time when
many people make New Years resolutions?
Does God make New Year’s resolutions? [Beware: this question might be asked of
the children in a Children’s Moment!]
My answer is, “No, probably not.”
What I know for certain is that God is a promise maker: to Abraham and Sarah of
offspring as numerous as the stars, to answer prayer, to meet all my needs, of a Messiah,
of resurrection and eternal life in Jesus the Christ, of a kingdom to come.
I believe in and trust God’s promises; they have been real in my life. Although our
world is troubled by all kinds of human ugliness and we can all start a list of what kinds of
“troubles” our world faces, I will hold onto and rejoice in the
image and my knowledge of the great things God has done and continues to do for me,
for us and for all the world.
For in Jesus every one of God’s promises is a “Yes.” For this reason it is through
him that we say the “Amen,” to the glory of God.
2 Corinthians 1:20
In the power and the peace of Jesus.

Rev. Kemery Baldwin

Resolve to “be there”
Let our New Year’s resolution be this: We will be there for one another as fellow members of
humanity, in the finest sense of the word.
—Goran Persson

The St. Peter’s Church Board met on Monday, December 11. All members and Pastor Baldwin
were present. Upcoming church events were discussed and scheduled as follows: Christmas
Eve Services-Sunday evening, December 24 at 7:00 p.m.; “Unhanging of the Greens”- January 7
after service; and the Annual Congregational Meeting-January 14 after worship service. In addition, the Chili Supper Fundraiser for Relay for Life will be held on Friday, January 26.

The church rental properties were discussed. The board approved the payment of the city
rental license fees ($30) and the purchase of a fire extinguisher ($75) for the Driscoll property.
The board agreed to allow a request from the tenant for the building of a handicapped accessible ramp for the Parsonage. The ramp will be built without expense to the church by tenant and
will comply with city codes. Both the Parsonage and the Driscoll property are rented and are
expected to provide an additional income of $950 per month for the church.
In other business:
Billings Cub Scout Pack 303 is continuing to meet every other Tuesday in the Fellowship Hall.
The board approved the funding for a new CD player for the sound system if/when needed.
Set next board meeting for Monday, January 15 @ 7:00 p.m.
Thanked the outgoing board members for their dedication and service to our church.
Respectfully submitted,
Mary Kastendieck

United in diversity
Although early Christians had much in common, they
also dwelt in diversity. Each of their leaders emphasized
certain parts of the gospel and favored certain worship
styles. They all believed in the resurrected Jesus, and they
all celebrated the Lord's Supper and baptism. But Christians in Corinth had a unique approach, as did those in
Ephesus, Philippi, Galatia, Rome and so on.
It might be boring if we all believed and practiced completely alike. Variations don’t need to be an impediment to
Christian unity. As pastor Charles Best said, “If we’re going to be in heaven together, we might as well get along
now.”

Epiphany wonder
Today the Magi gaze
in deep wonder at
what they see: heaven
on earth, earth in
heaven, humanity in God, God in humanity,
one whom the whole universe cannot contain
now enclosed in a tiny body. As they look ...
their symbolic gifts bear witness: incense for
God, gold for a king, myrrh for one who is to
die.
—Peter Chrysologus (5th century)

Prayer for a new beginning
Dear Lord, touch me with your Spirit of
truth so I may be honest about my sins and
failures. Forgive me for treating your covenant
lightly and at times ignoring it completely.
Help me truly seek and know forgiveness for
all the hurts I’ve caused, for harboring ill will
and for any hardness of heart I may have.
Please renew a right spirit within me that I
may become more Christ-like and that my life
may daily reveal your love and light. In your
name. Amen

A penguin “parable”
During storms, emperor
penguins huddle for
warmth, taking turns at
the center and on the perimeter of the group.
While incubating eggs,
up to 6,000 male penguins have been observed clustering for shelter against the
harsh Antarctic winter. Partially grown
chicks gather in protective
“crèches” (French for “cribs”); often surrounded by a colony of adults, these
groupings ward off predators and cold.
In stormy times, humans also need
supportive groups; we can’t survive
alone. A church family allows us to take
turns giving and receiving care. Amid social upheaval, injustice, illness, natural
disaster and any loss or crisis, God invites us to gather for protection and
warmth. In the church community, we
support and strengthen one another and
are empowered to go out again into the
less-sheltered world.

From the correct perspective
A child sat at his grandmother’s feet as she embroidered. Looking up, he saw a mishmash
of threads and ugly knots but no discernible picture or words. “Nana,” he said with concern,
“that’s not very pretty.”
“Come up here,” Grandma invited, “and look at it from this side. You have to see it from
my perspective.”
“Oh!” the boy exclaimed then. “It’s beautiful!”
Seeing the world from our human, earthly viewpoint, we can’t grasp the masterpiece that
God is completing. But when we finally see it from his perspective, we’ll discover that the
threads and knots all contribute to a beautiful work of art. That work won’t be finished until
Jesus returns, but in the meantime, may God grant us an occasional glimpse of the work in
progress — from God’s side!

On Saturday, Dec. 9th, president, Diane Zell, called the meeting to order with 13 members
and one guest, Elliot Rauch-Evans, present. Cindy Wagemann gave the devotional, entitled, "The
Power of Positive Thinking." It showed through humorous sentences, that how we experience
life depends on whether we choose to perceive it positively or negatively. The minutes were read
by secretary, Chris Rauch, and approved as amended. Treasurer, Charlene Rumley, stated that
Friendship Guild's bank balance as of Dec.1st was $3,878.14 . She also sent one Sympathy Card
since last month's meeting. Denise Hampton gave the Church Board Report.

Under Old Business Diane Zell reported that BSHS had suggested a blended family with 8
children to sponsor for Christmas. After a brief discussion, Chris Rauch motioned to give the
family a $500 Walmart Gift Card. Judy Crocket seconded the motion; motion carried.

Under New Business, Pastor Kemery informed Guild members of the passing of Mary
Burkhardt. Charlene Rumley made a motion to donate $100 to the Memorial Fund in her honor. Luella Thomas seconded the motion; motion passed. Pastor Kemery also mentioned the sudden death of 27 year old William Justin Baker, who had only been married several months to
Mary Brown's step-granddaughter. The family incurred medical and funeral expenses beyond
their ability to pay and welcomed gifts to help offset those expenses. Luella Thomas motioned to
give Mary Brown $200 directly to give to the family. Judy Crockett seconded the motion; motion
carried. It was decided to have a chili supper on behalf of St. Peter's Relay For Life Team
on Jan.26th, 2018, 5:30 - 7:30 pm. The caroling list was also established. Carolers will meet for
a sack lunch and packing cookies directly after church on Dec.17th and then carpool to the various locations.
Members then "fellowshipped" and shared a wonderful variety of Christmas goodies, while
also reading Christmas themed stories and poems. As always, President, Diane Zell, graciously
provided the coffee and delicious, hot spiced holiday drink
meet again on Jan.13th at 10:00 am.

. Ladies Friendship Guild will

Come back to Christmas
When January comes along, we can continue that sense of comfort and warmth that comes
at Christmas by returning to the Christmas story, which gives us two great promises: God understands you, and God can redeem you.
I encourage people to make it a point to reread the Christmas story every month, and allow
Christmas to be Christmas every month. We need to keep coming back to it.

—Max Lucado, Publishers Weekly interview

Three questions
There’s a tale of a traveling priest who was confronted
by a soldier in pre-revolutionary Russia. Rifle in hand,
the soldier barked, “Who are you? Where are you going?
Why are you going there?”
Instead of answering, the priest asked how much the
soldier was paid — and offered double if the soldier
would challenge him with those three questions each day
as he passed by.
Those three important questions can guide us on our
journey through the brand-new year ahead. For Christians, thankfully, the answers are clear:
• Who are you? “I’m a child of God!”
• Where are you going? “I’m going out into the
world!”
• Why are you going there? “I’m going out of love
for Jesus, who died for me!”
Place these questions and answers in a spot where
you can see them each day. Then go forward confidently,
knowing “whose” you are and what your purpose is.

From The
Bible
23 Then

He said to them all,
“If anyone desires to come after
Me, let him deny himself, and”
take up his cross daily, and
follow Me.
24 “For whoever desires to save
his life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for My sake will
save it.
25 “For what profit is it to a man
if he gains the whole world, and
is himself destroyed or lost?
Luke 29:23-25 NKJ

The freedom of forgiveness
Martin Luther King Jr. called forgiveness “a permanent attitude,” as
opposed to “an occasional act.” Maintaining a forgiveness mind-set leads to
peace and freedom.
Author and pastor Max Anders experienced that freedom in seminary.
After cheating on a Hebrew final, he was distraught and confessed his sin to
God and the professor. “I felt deeply cleaned. Pure. Holy,” Anders writes
in 21 Unbreakable Laws of Life. “I wanted to laugh and cry at the same time.
I wanted to run and jump and dance. The burden was lifted. … I was free!”
By contrast, he writes, “If we don’t ask for forgiveness when we wrong
someone, we lose our moral authority; the debris of sin begins to accumulate
in our hearts, choking our conscience …. Others know when we sin against
them, and if we don’t make it right, it hurts our reputation as well as God’s.”
Prayer for a new beginning Dear Lord, touch me with your Spirit of truth
so I may be honest about my sins and failures. Forgive me for treating your
covenant lightly and at times ignoring it completely. Help me truly seek and
know forgiveness for all the hurts I’ve caused, for harboring ill will and for
any hardness of heart I may have. Please renew a right spirit within me that I
may become more Christ-like and that my life may daily reveal your love
and light. In your name. Amen.

Bruce Baker; the family and
friends of Mary Burkhardt; Carolyn Cloud; Anna Lea Dobbins;
Tim Fields; David Haver &
Sonya Sears-Haver ( Request of Denise Hampton;
Jenise Huffman; Steve Netzer; Michael Newman
(friend of Samuel Faris); David McCullough
(request of Hattens); JoAnn McGehee; Mary Meny;
Jamie Murphy; Mike Rauch; Kay Rill; Roger Rill;
David Rumlely; Seth Rumley; Charles Schatz; Ray
Schultz; Mary Schmidt (request of Carlene Rumley)
Aaron Sears, (request of Denise Hampton); Cody
Verch: Carolyn Zell; Mary Zoller; Steven Zoller;
all suffering from environmental Disasters; all impacted by violence; for all struggling in body, mind
or spirit. We give thanks for friendship gained & cherished; for laughter, smiles & joy.

Choir News
We hope that you had a Merry Christmas
and that your new year is off to a great
start! The choir will be taking a short
break, but we will resume practice
on Wednesday, January 17th, at 7:00
PM. Hey! Come join us!

Cindy and the Choir

Newsletter Deadline
All articles must be received by noon on
the 3rd Friday of the Month. Anything
received after that will be in the next Newsletter.
Please send all articles for the February
Newsletter to: Mary Kay Kastendieck Editor

All donations to the food Pantry are
very important and St. Joseph’s would
like to thank everyone who donated.
Collections day will be the First Sunday
of each month, donations of canned
foods, paper goods, or cash are appreciated.

Special dates
• New Year’s Day, January 1, 2018
• Epiphany, January 6, 2018
• Baptism of the Lord, January 7, 2018
• Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday Observance,
January 15, 2018
• Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January
18-25, 2018

Chili Supper
Our Relay for Life team and the Ladies
Friendship Guild will be hosting a chili supper
on Friday, January 26, 2018, from 5:30 to 8:00
PM. We will be serving soup, chili and fixins',
drinks, and desserts. The price will be $5.00 per
person and any other donations will be greatly
appreciated. Hope to see you there!

Cindy

Weekly Events
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM
Tuesday—Bible Study 10:00 AM.

Readers and Scripture Text
01/07
01/14
01/21
01/28
02/04
02/11

Gale Boswell
Sherry Coker
David Rauch
Sam Faris
Diane Zell
Becky Pannucci

Gen 1:1-5
Psalms 29
Acts 19:1-7
Mark 1:4-11
1 Sam 3:1-10
Psalms 130:1-6, 13-18 1 Cor 6:12-20
John 1:43-51
Jonah 3:1-5,10 Psalms 62:5-12
1 Cor 7:29-31
Mark 1:14-20
Duet 18:15-20
Psalms 111
1 Cor 8:1-13
Mark 1:21-28
Isa 40:21-31 Psalms 147:1-11 1 Cor 9:16-23
Mark 1:29-39
2 Kings 2:1-12
Psalms 50:1-6
2 Cor 4:3-6
Mark 9:2-9

JANUARY

JANUARY
1-02

Robin Hatten

1-11

Alicia Verch

1-17

Carolyn Ryan

1-20

Kathleen Rill

1-20

Kayla Jean Rumley

1-20-2009

Anna Kathryn Staiger

1-24-11

Milo Jones

1-28

Jennifer Williams

1-28

Paula McCroskey

1-09-16

01/07
01/14
01/21
01/28
02/04

January 2019 Calendar
Bible Study Tuesdays
January 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 @ 10 a.m.
Adult Bible Study
Sundays January 7, 14, 21, 28 @ 9: 30 a.m.
Choir Practice Wednesdays at 7 p.m.
Wednesdays, January 17, 24, 31
Saturday, Jan. 13 Friendship Guild 10 a.m.
Monday, Jan. 15 Board meeting, 7:00 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 26 Chili Supper Fundraiser,
5: 30 – 7: 30 p.m. Women’s Guild –
For Relay for Life

Sunday, Jan. 7 Communion Sunday
Unhang the Decorations after Worship

Daniel and Robin Hatten

David & Luella Thomas
Fred & Diane Zell
Sherry Coker & Nick Dziwanowski
Mark & Andrea Schultz
Mary Beyer & Gale Boswell

Sunday, Jan. 14
Annual Congregational Meeting
after worship
Pastor on Vacation: Jan. 18-25
January 28 Installation of Board
Board Members

Communion Stewards
01/07 — Pat Ware
02/04 — Andrea Schultz

