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The Annual Congregational meeting is 
Sunday, January 15, 2017 after the worship service. 

 

“Be of good courage.” The Bible has many has many exhortations reminding the 

people to find the courage within. This is my New Year challenge for us all: to be of good 

courage. 

Think back over 2016: although we have lost some dear, dear members and 

friends of St. Peter’s Church, we have welcomed new people and cheered the births of 

two precious babies into our midst. It is the way of all life and within a faith community, 

our joys and sorrows are accepted, embraced and shared.  

We will review the year, the facility upkeep, the new programs, the finances and 

more at the Annual Congregational meeting January 15 immediately after the worship 

service. I hope many of you will attend this congregational event. 

Overall, St. Peter’s was of good courage in 2016 with new events and opportuni-

ties that were bold and even a bit gutsy. My prayer is this will continue.  

As of this newsletter printing, the Church Board has vacancies for 2017. All anyone can 

ask is for prayerful and thoughtful consideration for this opportunity to serve the Body of 

Christ. If you have not been on the Board before, or not in a while, no worries: there are 

people who will help you! Don’t let that stop you! Then speak with me or a current Board 

member. 

 Prayer. It’s a whole new year. Courage! 
 
 

In the power and the peace of Jesus.  

Rev. Kemery Baldwin  

P.S.         We said “Godspeed” to Katie Harting on Dec. 18 and prayed for her continued 

success as she begins her semester of student teaching.  We miss her already! The 

Board and I are looking for someone who would want to fill the position as Youth Leader.  

Should you know of anyone, please let me know.   



ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT                                                                                            NOVEMBER 2016 

CASH ON HAND   NOVEMBER  1, 2016                                                                     $  37,985.65 

RECEIPS:                Week 1          Week 2         Week 3         Week 4                  TOTAL 

Current Exp.            1,955.00         1,360.00       1025.00         620.00                 4,960.00 

OCWM                                                                  110.00                                        110.00 

LOOSE                         34.05              22.00             1.00            41.00                      98.05 

FOOD PANTRY          10.00                                                                                      10.00 

ORGAN FUND                                   25.00                                                               25.00    

                                                                                                                                                                      

TOTALS                   1,999.05       1,407.00       1,136.00          661.00                                    5.203.05                  

 

RENTAL INCOME                                                                                                                 505.00 

RELAY FOR LIFE                                                                                                                  534.00 

YOUTH ACCOUNT                                                                                                                 14.10 

INTEREST INCOME                                                                                                                  3.34  

 

TOTAL CASH ON HAND AND MONTHLY RECEIPTS                                                $ 44,245.14 

   

 
ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL UCC 

Actual Analysis 

                                 ACTUAL                                           ACTUAL 

                                RECEIPTS                                    DISBURSEMENTS  

                             FOR CURRENT                                   FOR CURRENT 

                                EXPENSES                                          EXPENSE   

January                       8,651                                                     3,695 

February                     7,760                                                     4,893 

March                         7,286                                                     8,871 

April                           7,127                                                     3,787                        

May                            7,904                                                     4,743                         

June                         6,976                                                     9,051 

July                             9,146                                                     4,688    

August                        6,235                                                     5,462 

September                   6,446                                                     9,548 

October                       7,651                                                      4,661 

November                   5,566                                                      6,249 

December                                                                                                

              YTD            80,748                                                   65,648 

 

   DIFFERENCE  =                                 15,100 





St Peter’s UCC Board Report – December 12, 2016 

   The Board met on Monday evening at 7:00 PM on, December 12, 2016 in the Fellowship Hall.  

Minutes from the November regular meeting and the Congregational Budget meeting held on 

Dec 4th were reviewed and approved.  The treasurer’s report was discussed and approved, with 

discussion regarding 2016 having been a good fiscal year.  This was followed by Pastor 

Kemery’s report covering events/activities since the last regular board meeting in November and 

upcoming events.    

   I would like to offer a hearty thanks to three council members who we know will be leaving the 

board next month with the Annual Meeting, (Mark Schultz, Jeff Ware and Cindy Wagemann).  

All three, having served 3 years on the board, will get to enjoy a well-deserved break from this 

aspect of St Peter’s Church service.  With that recognition made, opportunities exist for others to 

step-up and join the remaining members of the Church Board.  A big thanks to all those who   

participated in the wonderful Cantata and especially to Cindy for her direction and leadership.  

Sadly, it is time to say “farewell and thanks” to Katie Harting as she moves into Student Teaching 

and the final phase of her Under Graduate degree program.   

   Wishing all a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

Sam S.       

     Colorado pastor Mike Paulison, who’s made many mission trips to Haiti to build and main-

tain an orphanage, shares about prayer’s power:  

     “On one trip, we were bringing large items that could’ve been problematic, because in Haiti 

customs officials often make up their own rules. We urged our prayer-support team back home 

to be praying as we went through customs. But when a storm delayed our flight from Miami 

for two hours, the schedule was off. We encouraged one another, saying at least prayers had 

been lifted. Later, on the plane to Haiti, I noticed I’d made a mistake on the schedule. It was off 

by exactly two hours. The supporters were actually praying the very moment we landed in Port

-au-Prince!  

     “In line at customs, we watched officials opening luggage. But by the time we got to the 

front, the inspectors were gone, and we were allowed to walk into the country. We experienced 

firsthand the promise in Daniel 11:32b (NKJV): ‘The people who know their God shall be 

strong, and carry out great exploits.’  

Great exploits  

https://blu181.mail.live.com/ol/


     God’s kingdom is like free refills at a       

restaurant. Wait — what?!  

     Jesus used common, everyday items to     

explain the kingdom of God; we can too! The 

kingdom is like free refills. Still thirsty after 

one soda or coffee? Get another — no charge. 

In fact, the kingdom of God is better than free 

refills because you don’t even have to pay for 

the first glass.  

     It’s like having a parent buy you a favorite 

meal when you’re young. You sit back and    

savor it without the price crossing your mind. 

That’s okay, because the generous giver loves 

you and wants to be with you.  

     Sure, that’s simplistic, but so are Jesus’    

parables. Overanalyze them and they may fall 

apart. But ponder the single point each makes, 

maybe get a chuckle and an a-ha! out of it, and 

that parable has done its job. So grab another 

free refill — of your beverage and of God’s 

love!  

                                                  —Heidi Mann  

Free refills 

 

The wise may bring their learning, the rich may bring their wealth,  

And some may bring their greatness, and some bring strength and 

health;  

We, too, would bring our treasures to offer to the King;  

We have no wealth or learning; what shall we children bring?  

We’ll bring him hearts that love him; we’ll bring him thankful praise,  

And young souls meekly striving to walk in holy ways;  

And these shall be the treasures we offer to the King,  

And these are gifts that even the poorest child may bring.  

We’ll bring the little duties we have to do each day;  

We’ll try our best to please him, at home, at school, at play;  

And better are these treasures to offer to our King;  

“The Wise May Bring Their Learning”  

Your morning shower can do more than 

cleanse your body. Retired pastor Nor-

man Neaves takes time to remember his 

baptism daily.  

 

“As the water is pouring down on me, I 

reach up and get water all over my hand. 

Then I close my eyes and make the sign 

of the cross on my forehead. ‘I have 

been baptized in Christ,’ I say to myself 

quietly. ‘This day belongs to him. I am 

called to be Jesus’ representative what-

ever I am doing and wherever I might 

go. Give me the grace, Lord, to repre-

sent you well and with integrity.’”   

Washed clean  



      Friendship Guild president, Diane Zell, called the meeting to order on Dec. 10th with 10 

members in attendance.  Cindy Wagemann gave the devotional entitled, "Giving God All" by 

Jeanette Oka, a writer of Christian Fiction.  Ms. Oka described the method she used to deter-

mine whether or not she would pursue becoming a novelist; the old, "if-you-God......then-

I'll...." bargain. 

      Fortunately for her, she allowed the Holy Spirit to bring her to the realization that this age 

old bargain was sort of testing God, as it were, not stepping out in faith that God will always 

honor our faithful attempts at pleasing him.  He will always stand by us, but we must first do 

our best for Him.  We can always rely upon God to come through. 

      The minutes were read and approved as amended.  Treasurer, Charlene Rumley, reported a 

bank balance of $3,776.43 as of Dec. 1st.  One New Baby, two Get Well, and four Sympathy 

Cards were sent since last month's meeting.  No Church Board Report was given. 

      Under Old Business Diane Zell reported that $534 was cleared from the chili supper for St. 

Peter's 2017 Relay For Life Team and $1,364 was earned from the pie sale after expenses.  She 

thanked again all who were involved and expressed appreciation for the congregation at large 

which supported the Friendship guild with donations and by purchasing pies.  She further re-

ported that all Thanksgiving gifts to the families in need had been delivered and received with 

great appreciation. 

      Under New Business Pastor Kemery reminded the Guild that Katelyn Harting's last Sunday 

would be honored along with the month's birthdays on Dec. 18th, after which time all who 

have interest will go caroling to St. Peter's shut ins.  A motion was made by Chris Rauch to 

give three families a $100 Walmart Gift Card for Christmas and sponsor one Angel Tree client 

at the Bank of Billings.  Denise Hampton seconded the motion which then carried. 

      In lieu of a topic, everyone brought some type of Christmas reading to share along with de-

licious holiday food items.  Diane again provided a very tasty hot cider to go with all those low 

calorie delights! 

 

      Next meeting will be on Jan. 14th at 10:00 a.m.  All ladies are very welcome to come. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Secretary,  Chris Rauch 
 

Resolution One: I will live for God. Resolution Two: If no one else does, I still will.”  

                                                                                                      —Jonathan Edwards  

* * *  

“Never trust anyone completely but God. Love people, but put your full trust only in God.”  

                                                                                                                  —Lawrence Welk  



 
From The 
   Bible 

28 “Come to Me, all you who 
labor and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest. 
29 “Take My yoke upon you 
and learn from Me, for I am 
gentle and lowly in heart, and 
you will bind rest for your 
souls. 
30 “For My yoke is easy and 
My Burden is light.” 

         NKJ Matthew 11:28-30 

   We express our heartfelt condolences to Mike and 

Bobbie Rauch, Phyllis and Gene McConnell, Bill 

and Ann Rauch and the entire Rauch family on the 

death of Jerry Rauch on Nov.25th. 

   Visitation was on Monday, Nov. 28th at the Billings 

Chapel and graveside service at the St. Peter's    

Cemetery. 

Choir News 

Thank you to everyone who was able to 

attend a performance of our Christmas 

cantata, "Joy!". We hope you enjoyed it as 

much as we loved singing for you. I'd also 

like to thank the choir for being so faith-

ful in coming to practices and for their 

very generous Christmas gift! Erna Lou, 

John, Alan, and Pastor Kemery-we would 

be lost without you! We also had some 

elves who helped enlarge the choir ar-

ea...thanks guys! 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 

 

Cindy 

Thank You 

 

Thank you to everyone who came to my     

surprise party or sent me a birthday card.  

All of you helped make my birthday a day  

I'll always remember. God has truly blessed 

me with a wonderful family, a caring church 

family, and very special friends! 

Norma 

• It’s okay to wear 

white well after        

Labor Day.  

• Simply hanging 

out in your front 

yard  can be fun.  

• Accessories don’t 

have to be fancy or 

expensive.  

• We’re all made mostly of water.  

• You know you’ve “arrived” when a 

song is written about you.  

• So what if you’re a little bottom-

heavy?  

• Don’t get too much sun.  

• Sweating too much can be disas-

trous!   

Lessons from a snowman  

“I know nothing except what    

everyone knows — if there when 

Grace dances, I should dance.”  

                            —W.H. Auden   



   Your donations to the food Pantry are 

very important and St. Joseph’s would  like 

to thank everyone who donated.  Our  next 

collection day will be  February 5th.  All   

donations of canned foods,   paper goods,  

or  cash  are  appreciated. 

  

Teresa Abramovitz;  Bruce Baker; 

Mary Beyer; Mary Burkhardt;  

Julie Cunningham (friend of    

Judy Crockett), Justina Cunning-

ham (request of  Cindy Wage-

mann); Anna Lea Dobbins; Jean 

Ebert; Tryston Ellis; Sara & Dustin Gann (request of 

Cassie Staiger); Mike Halpin(request of Bibbie 

Rauch); Bob Hays (request of Becky Pannucci); Deb-

bie (Stever) Huffman; Jenise Huffman; Stephanie 

Jones (request of Donna Zang); Matthew Logan; Ste-

ve Netzer:        Michael Newman (friend of Samuel 

Faris); Alfred MacWithey (request of Chris Rauch); 

David McCullough (request of Robin Hatten); JoAnn 

McGehee;   Sheila Olmstea; Becky Pannucci; the 

family & friend of Jerry Rauch; Kay Rill; Roger Rill; 

Seth Rumley; Marie Schaefer and Betty Oka;  

Charles Schatz; Andrea Schultz; Ray Schultz; Aaron 

and Ben Sears  (request of   Denise Hampton);  Gary 

Stewart; Cody Verch;   Margie Verch; and Mary 

Zoller; for all who struggle in body, mind or spirit. 

We give thanks for friendship  gained & cherished;  

for laughter, smiles & Joy. 

February Newsletter Deadline 

    All articles must be received by  noon on  

January 20th to be in the February Newsletter.  

Anything  received after the 20th will be in the 

March’s Newsletter. 

                     Please send all articles for the       
February Newsletter to:  Mary Kay Kastend-
ieck Editor   Email:  marykasten@gmail.com  

Special dates  

•   Bible Study, Tuesday Jan. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 at  10 a.m. 

•  Choir, Wed Jan. 18, 25 at 7 p.m.                                                                

•  Communion Sunday Jan. 1st 

•  Un-Hang the Greens after worship Sun. Jan. 8th 

•  Friendship Guild Meeting Sat. Jan. 4  at 10 a.m. 

•  Annual Congregational Meeting Sun. Jan. 15th after worship 

•  Board meeting,  Mon. Jan. 16 at 7:00 p.m. 

• New Year’s Day, January 1, 2017  

• Epiphany, January 6, 2017  

• Baptism of the Lord, January 8, 2017  

• Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday Observance, January 16, 2017  

• Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18-25, 2017   

   Cowardice asks the question: 

Is it safe? Expediency asks the 

question: Is it politic? Vanity 

asks the question: Is it         

popular? But conscience asks 

the question: Is it right? And 

there comes a time when one 

must take a position that is 

neither safe, nor politic, nor 

popular — but one must take it 

simply because it is right.  

       —Martin Luther King Jr.   

Taking a stand  

“Laughter is the sun that drives winter from the 

human face.”  

                                        —Victor Hugo   



01/01   Sam Schaumann    Psalms 8        Eccl 3:1-13       Revelation 21:1-6a        Matthews 25:31-46 

01/08   Sherry Coker          Psalms  29       Isaiah 42:1-9        Acts 10:34-43          Matthews 3:13-17 

01/15    David Rauch          Psalms 40       Isaiah  49:1-7     1 Corinthians 1:1-9      John 1:29-42 

01/22    Sam Faris               Psalms 2         Micah 6:1-8      1 Corinthians 1:18-31    Matthews 4:1-11 

01/29    Diane Zell         Psalms 112 1-9 (10)   1 Corinthians 2:1-12 (13-16  Isaiah 9:1-4  Matthews 4:12-23 

02/05    Jane Staiger     Psalms 27: 1, 4-9    Isaiah 58: 1-9a (9b-12)   1 Corinthians 3:1-9  Matthews 5:1-12 

02/12    Becky Pannucci   Psalms 119:1-8    Deut 30:15-20    1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23   Matt. 5:13-20 

Readers and Scripture Text                             

01/01    Nicholas Dziwanowski 

01/08    Sierra Watson 

01/15    Jadyn Dziwanowski 

01/22    Nicholas Dziwanowski 

01/29    Sierra Watson 

02/05    Jadyn Dziwanowski 

02/12    Nicholas Dziwanowski 

01/04   Fred & Diane Zell 

01/08   Sherry Coker & Nick Dziwanowski 

01/15   John & Jane Staiger 

01/22   Mark & Andrea Schultz 

01/29   Mary Beyer & Gale Boswell 

02/05   Norma & Cindy Wagemann 

02/12   Mary Lou & Danny Hutter  

Communion Stewards  

01/04 Mary Kay Kastendieck  

              DVD 

         Recording 

01/04  Amber Tinsley 

01/08  Schaumann 

01/15  John Wagemann 

01/22  Amber Tinsley 

01/29  Schaumann 

02/05  John Wagemann 

02/12  Amber Tinsley 

JANUARY 

1-04                Robin  Hatten   

1-11                Alicia Verch 

1-20                Kathleen Rill 

1-20                Kayla Jean Rumley 

1-24               Milo Jones 

1-28                Jennifer Williams 

1-28                Paula McCroskey 

1-31                Mike Rauch                   

JANUARY  

1-26-91         Todd & Michelle Steinmann  

Epiphany, January 6, 200017 


