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Winter Greetings St. Peter’s!  
 
Hard to believe we are already in the second month of the year! I’m extremely ex-
cited to see what wonderful things we can accomplish this year as a church. I’ve 
been pondering Psalm 119 “Forever, O Lord, your word is 
firmly fixed in the heavens. Your faithfulness endures to all 
generations; you have established the earth, and it stands 
fast.” This church has personally experienced the faithful-
ness of God throughout its history in Billings. 
  
As Christians we know the vast history of the Old Testa-
ment all the way through to the birth, death, and resurrec-
tion of Jesus, as well as the work of the apostles after his 
death. We have heard about the vast history of Christianity 
since the Bible was written including all the councils, 
schisms, arguments, and reformation.  Through all of the 
upheaval, God’s faithfulness has endured for us.   
 
When we look to the year 2022, what are some words that go along with the phrase 
“your faithfulness endures” ? First, I think of the love that comes along with both 
faithfulness and endurance.  I also think about the depth of love that God has for 
humankind with how long He has been steadfast and faithful.  Let us consider what 
God’s love, faithfulness, and endurance can be used for in our community.   
 
I’d like to leave you with this prayer to carry you through this month: 
 
Dear Heavenly Father, No matter what troubles may come tomorrow, may we never 
forget the blessings You have shown us. Help us cling to You as an anchor. Help us 
remember Your steadfast love and faithfulness in all things. In Jesus' Name, Amen. 

—Pastor Brittany 
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The St Peter’s Church Board met in regular session Wednesday even-

ing, January 13, 2022, beginning at 6:30.   All members of the Board were in 
attendance except for Sherry  Coker due her  convalescence from shoulder 
surgery.  Also in attendance was Pastor Brittany Scaringello. 

The meeting began with a devotional reading by David Rauch. The minutes of 
the December board meeting were approved as presented, as was the Treasurer’s report for the month 
of December. 

Pastor Brittany reported that she was going to establish office hours on Wednesdays between 12:30-5:00 
pm; that she would be taking over the Sunday bulletin responsibilities; and that she would like to begin 
recording weekly worship services and posting them on the church’s Facebook page for public access.  
She further reported that her ordination service was now scheduled for May at the St John’s United 
Church of Christ at Scott and Main in Springfield.   Her installation as pastor at St Peter’s will be sched-
uled sometime before this and that we will need to start planning for this. 

Under old, or continuing business, there was a foodbox  update.  There appears to be a drop in demand 
for food in recent months and the Guild is running out of money designated for this special ministry. 
There was discussion about switching back to a mini-library.   David reminded the board that we have a 
second box assembled by Mark Schultz in the past at the request of the Board.   Pastor Brittany won-
dered whether we might want to wait until after the winter months to close the food mission and she 
thought she might have a source for food  during these months.  The board decided to look into this pos-
sibility further. 

David discussed the significant insurance settlement that the church is to receive and that he would work 
on special committee to arrange for the needed repairs and manage the expenditures on behalf of the 
Board. 

Much of the remainder of time for new business centered on the upcoming annual meeting, scheduled 
for January 23.  David offered to request volunteers to serve as an audit committee.    

Since Pat had been appointed to fill the one year balance of a three year Trustee position and  was eligi-
ble for appointment to a full three year term,  she agreed to do so, with congregational approval.   Dan-
ny Hutter agreed to have his name submitted to serve a one year term as Treasurer, since Jeff could not 
serve longer as he had served the maximum of three years. Amber agreed to serve another one-year 
term as Secretary.   The Board agreed to forego a formal nominating committee and rather to submit 
these  three members  as a proposed slate for these specific positions and terms at the annual meeting. 

The Board expressed appreciation to Jeff for his dedicated service as Treasurer. 

David announced that the Ministerial Alliance planned to sponsor a community Easter Sunrise  Service 
and invited Pastor Brittany to speak.  She responded that she would do so.   Also, Pastor Jeff Carr on be-
half of the Methodist church asked if St Peter’s would be willing to once again co-host Lenten Services. 
Pastor Brittany said that she would  be happy to work with Pastor Jeff on the Lenten Services.  Those 
services will be hosted by both churches alternatively, beginning with Ash Wednesday at the Methodist 
Church on March 2. 

Continued on Page 3... 
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Continued from Page 2... 

February Scriptures 

Fifth Sunday after the 
Epiphany 
February 6, 2022 

Isaiah 6:1-8, (9-13) Psalm 138 1 Corinthians 
15:1-11 

Luke 5:1-11 

Sixth Sunday after the 
Epiphany 
February 13, 2022 

Jeremiah 17:5-10 Psalm 1 1 Corinthians 
15:12-20 

Luke 6:17-26 

Seventh Sunday after 
the Epiphany 
February 20, 2022 

Genesis 45:3-11, 15 Psalm 37:1-11, 39-
40 

1 Corinthians 
15:35-38, 42-50 

Luke 6:27-38 

Transfiguration Sunday 
February 27, 2022 
(Last Sunday before Lent) 

Exodus 34:29-35 Psalm 99 2 Corinthians 
3:12-4:2 

Luke 9:28-36, (37-43a) 

Pat suggested that our fellowship gatherings for the coming months be focused on small group gatherings 
with Pastor Brittany to get better acquainted.  More information will be forthcoming in the weeks ahead. 

Amber and Pastor Brittany will be working on a directory update as well as updating our newsletter mail-
ing list. 

Jeff recommended that the Board consider discontinuing benevolence giving to Camp Aurora and redirect-
ing those dollars to the Tri-County Pregnancy Center which is currently on our benevolence giving list and 
is in need of more support from the community.  It was determined that the new Board will take up this 
suggestion. 

Jeff also suggested that the congregation consider adding a handicapped ramp to the back entrance to the 
fellowship hall, and offered his help to make this happen. He believes that this is a project we might want to 
handle in-house with voluntary labor. It was determined that we will revisit this suggestion in the coming 
months. 

As there was no further business, the Board adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.    The next Board meeting 
will be on Wednesday, February 9, at 6:30 pm. 

On behalf of your Church Board, 

David Rauch, President 

As a point of information, at the organizational meeting of the Church Board following the annual meeting on January 

23, Sherry Coker was elected as Board President and David Rauch as Vice President. 

What is a Lectionary? 

The Lectionary is a pre-selected collection of scriptural readings from the Bible 

that can be used for worship or study. Our Scriptures in each month’s newslet-

ter come from the Revised Common Lectionary which follows the Liturgical year in a 3-year cy-

cle . The Liturgical seasons and colors  are Advent (Violet), Christmas (White), Time after Epipha-

ny (Green), Lent (Violet), Easter (White), Pentecost (Red), and Time after Pentecost (Green).  

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/
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Why Lincoln Stood… 
When it came time for the pastoral prayer at the church Abraham Lincoln at-
tended, the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church, in Washington, D.C., the 
president stood up. Because most of the worshipers remained seated, someone 
asked the president why he stood. The president responded, “When my gener-
als come into the Oval Office, they stand for their commander-in-chief. Isn’t 
it proper then, that I stand for my commander-in-chief?”  
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In All His Glory 

On the Sunday before Ash Wednes-
day, many Christian churches cele-
brate the Transfiguration of Our Lord. 
After telling his shocked, uncompre-
hending disciples that he would die 
and rise again, Jesus took Peter, 
James and John up a mountain. Suddenly Jesus ap-
peared to be glowing! “He was transfigured before 
them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes 
became white as light” (Matthew 17:2, ESV). 
 
Moses and Elijah appeared, and a voice said, “This is 
my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to 
him” (verse 5). Jesus’ disciples fell to the ground, over-
come by fear. But Jesus touched them, told them not to 
be afraid and led them down the mountain. 
 
The disciples witnessed firsthand the glory and God-
hood of Jesus, who would soon die for the sins of the 
world and rise again to give us life.  

 
 
 

On 1/8/22 Ladies' Friendship Guild President, Diane Zell, called the meeting to order with 7 members in attend-
ance.  Denise Hampton gave the devotional entitled, "Verses To Live By; New Beginnings."  Secretary, Chris 
Rauch, read the minutes from November's meeting, as there was no meeting held in December due to scheduling 
conflicts.  Minutes were approved as read.  Treasurer, Charlene Rumley, reported a bank balance of $2,493.41 as 
of 12/1/21 and $2,335.77 as of 1/1/22.  She reported that $271 was collected for Every Child's Hope during the 
holiday season this year.  Since November's meeting she sent 4 Get Well cards.  No Church Board Report was 
available as Judy Crockett was not present. 
 
Under Old Business, Diane Zell brought up the issue of finances for St. Peter's Little Food Pantry.  Chris Rauch 
offered to write her a $100 check from the Sunday School account.  Under New Business Charlene Rumley mo-
tioned to increase annual dues to $5.00.   Luella Thomas seconded the motion which carried.  Luella Thomas mo-
tioned that all current Friendship Guild officers be re-elected to serve in 2022.  Denise Hampton seconded the mo-
tion which carried. 
 
Diane Zell gave the topic which dealt with the historical evolution of New Year's Resolutions.  Initially it had its 
origins as a 12 day festival in Babylonia around the time of the equinox, with agriculture possibly being the 
source.  In 1813 the first recorded use of the term "New Year's Resolutions" appeared in a newspaper.  Around 
1947 such resolutions dealt primarily with self-improvement, ergo something which could help the individual as 
well as benefit others.  Current resolutions tend to revolve around "things" (procurement of personal "goodies," 
physical appearance or condition) which will primarily benefit the individual.  In wealthier western nations espe-
cially, resolutions now seem to revolve around the individual with little concern or outward vision towards others; 
It's all about me! 
 
The meeting was closed with the Lord's Prayer and prayers for others in need.  Next meeting will be on Feb. 12th, 
2022 at 10:00 a.m.  All ladies of the church are encouraged to attend & bring a friend!   
 
Respectfully submitted, Secretary, Chris Rauch        



Nursing Home Care:   

Mary Lou Hutter and Judy Rauch 

Health & Wellness:   

Chet Jenkins, Larry Mathews, Raymond Gar-

bee, Jenise Huffman, Steve Netzer, Aaron 

Sears (Denise Hampton request), Jeannette 

Wilson (Friend of Cindy Wagemann), Dwight 

Worstenholm (Chris Rauch’s brother), Ann 

Staiger (Hearing), Shirley Snyder (Luella 

Thomas’s Friend-cancer), Brandy Richter 

(Cassie Staiger friend), Mike Rauch, Rebecca 

Davis (Shauntae Staiger’s friend/breast cancer 

and medication complications), Mary Stein-

mann, Pat Barker (lung cancer), Jennifer Wil-

liams (cancer)  David Rauch, Marie Risley, 

Penny Kastendieck, Albert Rauch, Alicia 

Verch, Jessica Verch, Michelle Lam, David 

Crockett, Mary Beyer. Joseph Katzur (knee 

surgery) All those dealing with COVID. 

 

2-01 Becky Pannucci  

2-08 Ruby Dahlman  

2-08 Hudson Walter Staiger  

2-10 Lee Lurvey  

2-19 Karen Rumley  

2-20 Luella Thomas  

2-22 Jay Staiger  

2-23 Curtis McCroskey  

2-23 Clifton Wallace  

2-24 David Rauch  

2-27 Cynthia Wagemann  

March Newsletter Articles  

Due on Wednesday, February 23 

Send to Mary Kastendieck  

Email:  marykasten@gmail.com  

Call or text:  913-594-2484 

He prayeth best who loveth best, All things, both great and small; 
For the dear God who loveth us, He made and loveth all.  

—Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

On Valentine’s Day, we remember that 

God is the source of all love in the world. 

His perfect love for us has made all human 

love possible. 
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