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The four weeks before Christmas the Church has named Advent allows us an opportunity to reset our priorities so that our lives might better reflect the One we worship.
As we look for the coming of Jesus, we are to be mindful of our thoughts, words and
deeds in order to be ready to welcome him fully. My prayer this Advent season is that it
be for everyone a time of reflection, prayer and joy as we prepare for the coming of
Emmanuel, God with us.
To start this period of reflection and preparation, I offer this favorite piece of poetry.

Fullness of Time
by Roberta Porter

Long ago in a needy,
waiting world,
a journey ended and began.
Stars and angels gathered –
the fullness of time had come.
Jesus,
Son of God,
sent by grace
for the world’s redemption
for our freedom,
to become children of God.
And a wounded world waits
as the journey continues.
Sometimes we search the stars
or watch for angel wing.
May we also make time
for silence within,
time for awareness
of God’s gift of love in Christ,
time for joy,
time to be children of God.

In the power and the peace of Jesus,
Rev. Kemery Baldwin

The St. Peter’s Church Board met on Monday, November 13 at 7:00 p.m. All members and
Pastor Baldwin were present. The minutes and treasurer’s reports were read and approved. The board reviewed the proposed budget for 2018 and set the annual congregational budget meeting for December 10,
2017 after church service.
The board discussed church security and it was decided that the doors to the fellowship hall will be
locked after the church services start each Sunday. Anyone arriving after church services have begun will
need to use the church front door entrance.
There are still a few items that remain regarding property maintenance. The board reviewed and accepted a bid from Travis Hartman for power washing all properties at a cost of $550. Other items, such as
replacing the green carpet on the parsonage porch and painting the storage building doors and trim, will be
completed in the spring during church work day.
In other business:
Applications are still being accepted for the church rental properties.
Work was completed on the “Driscoll” house and it has passed city inspection and is ready for occupancy.
The board decided to review the insurance policies to see if any updates are needed.
The Boy Scout meetings will be held in the Fellowship Hall every other Tuesday.
The next board meeting is set for Monday, December 11 at 7:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Mary Kastendieck

A holiness invasion
“Advent” means
“coming,” of course,
and the promise of
Advent is that what is
coming is an unimaginable invasion. The
mythology of our age
has to do with flying
saucers and invasions
from outer space, and
that is unimaginable enough. But what is upon
us now is even more so — a close
encounter
not of the third kind but of a different kind altogether. An invasion of holiness. That is what Advent is about.
—Frederick Buechner, The Clown in the Belfry

“As good as done”
Upon the birth of the one who’d become
known as John the Baptist, his father, Zechariah,
praised God. Zechariah broke his nine-month inability to speak with these words: “Blessed be the Lord
God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. He has raised up a mighty
savior for us in the house of his servant David, as he
spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of
old” (Luke 1:68-70, NRSV).
Notice how Zechariah describes God’s actions as
if they had already happened! In Good News of Great
Joy, John Piper writes, “Nine months earlier, Zechariah could not believe his wife would have a child.
Now, filled with the Holy Spirit, he is so confident of
God’s redeeming work in the coming Messiah that he
puts it in the past tense. For the mind of faith, a promised act of God is as good as done

On Saturday, Nov. 11th, President, Diane Zell, called the meeting to order with10 members
present. Cindy Wagemann gave a short devotional based on Psalm 45:4,5. Secretary, Chris
Rauch, read the minutes, which were approved as read. Treasurer, Charlene Rumley, stated that
the bank balance as of Nov. 1st, 2017 was $2,458.88. She also sent 3 Get Well and one Sympathy Card since October's meeting. Denise Hampton gave a short Church Board Report and
Pastor reported additional community church activities for the month of November/
December. Pastor stated that she had a great vacation and thanked the congregation for her
Pastor's Appreciation Gift. She reminded people of the Community Thanksgiving Service to be
held at the Billings Full Gospel Church at 6 p.m., Sun., Nov. 19th. The collection at this service
will be divided between the Ministerial Alliance and the Paw Packs Ministry. Pastor Kemery
further drew our attention to the fact that the Angel Tree will once again be in the Billings Bank
as of Nov. 24th. The BSHS counselor will choose the recipients of these gifts before adorning
the tree with their "angels." At St. Peter's, we will be decorating after the church service on Nov.
26th for the Advent Season. Normally this is a sack lunch affair, but this year the Church Board
will be supplying lunch. Pastor said that the Hattens would be inviting the congregation to participate in a potluck celebrating little Mia Hope's (Nov.17th) birthday following the church
service on 11/19th. We will surely be looking forward to celebrating with our sweet little
"Mighty Mite!" Lastly, the Driscoll House looks quite nice and is ready to be inspected by the
city.
Under Old Business, 157 pies were sold this year and $1,417.26 was made after expenses. 8
1/2 bushels were used
! Under New Business, members will meet Monday, Nov. 20th
at 10:00 a.m. to take down the fall decorations. Like last year, Diane Zell will contact the
BSHS nurse for the name of a family, whom we can sponsor for the Christmas Holidays
Diane Zell read a short story entitled, "Best Way Out of a Problem is Through It!" for the
topic, loosely based on Proverbs 3:5,6. Next month's meeting is on Dec. 9th at 10:00. It is is the
annual Christmas Party where everyone brings a Christmas snack to share as well as some type
of Christmas reading. All ladies are cordially invited!
Respectfully submitted,
Secretary,
Chris Rauch

God with us
God comes to us across this brief and wondering season,
tracing the ways of pain and song. Sharing beyond all
rhyme or reason, this long year’s darkest days. “Til we
can face his radiant bearing in the stable place of peace.
—J. Barrie Shepherd

“One of the most glorious messes in the world is the

mess created in the living room on Christmas Day.
Don’t clean it up too quickly.”
—Andy Rooney
“The most incredible thing about miracles is that they

happen.”

—G.K. Chesterton, by way of Father Brown

The perfect gift

Collection for the
Evangelical Children's Home
We will be taken a collection for the
Children home on December 10th and 17th
after church service.
Charlene Rumley

The great date debate
In Lessons of Christmas (Xulon Press),
Daniel Armah notes that ancient scholars
expressed more than 130 opinions about
Jesus’ actual birthdate, covering every
month of the year. “Even with a debatable
date,” he concludes, “the blessing of
Christmas is obvious.”
Likewise, our Christmas celebrations
aren’t diminished by the possible timing of
Jesus’ birthday with secular festivals. “If
December 25th was chosen to rival other
pagan worship activities … for want of a
real date,” Armah writes, “then that decision has been successful. Indeed those ancient pagan festivals have all been swallowed up, and Christianity has been growing since.”

Do you stress about finding just the right gift
for everyone on your Christmas list? Does it
make the season more a hassle than a joy? Pastor Mike Slaughter reminds us that Christmas
isn’t about perfect presents for people, as if it
were their birthday — or ours. Christmas is
about the perfect presence of Immanuel, God
with us, through the birth of Jesus; it’s his birthday, after all!
In Christmas Is Not Your Birthday (Abingdon), Slaughter writes, “How funny
that it can be so hard to find gifts that will please
certain family members or friends — the people
who seem to have everything — and yet it is so
clear what the Lord of lords and King of kings
wants for his birthday. God wants you — your
time, your talent and your treasure — used in
service to others.”

The giver
Many Christian families struggle with what role
— if any — Santa Claus should play in their Christmas celebrations. No matter what you decide, it’s fascinating to know the history of the real-life St. Nicholas.
Born about 270 A.D., Nicholas was a bishop in
Myra, or modern-day Turkey. In the year 325, he was
part of the Council of Nicaea, which produced the
Nicene Creed.
Nicholas, known for his generosity, often gave
away his money anonymously. According to tradition, he secretly provided dowries for the three
daughters of a bankrupt merchant. Nicholas threw
two bags of gold through open windows and placed
the third in a stocking hanging by the fireplace to dry.
Thus began the Christmas tradition of placing gifts in
stockings.
St. Nicholas is quoted as saying, “The giver of
every good and perfect gift has called upon us to
mimic God’s giving, by grace, through faith, and this
is not of ourselves.”

+Christian Symbol+
Branch (Tree) of Jesse
Isaiah used the image of a
new tree growing from what
appears dead to foretell
God’s redemption of Israel:
“A shoot will come up from
the stump of Jesse; from his
roots a Branch will bear fruit” (Isaiah 11:1,
NIV). During Advent, this prophecy assures us
of the coming of the Messiah, descended from
King David, and thus his father, Jesse.

From The
Bible
16

“For God so loved the world
That He gave His only begotten
Son, that whoever believes in
him should not perish but have
everlasting life.

17

“For God did not send His
Son into the world to condemn
the world, but that the world
through Him might be save.
John 3:16,17 NKJ

Greatest worth
He came a babe of
lowly birth.
He was God’s Son of
greatest worth.
We, like the angels,
sing with mirth
because God sent his
Son to earth
to ransom us and claim our worth.
Praise God this babe of lowly
birth!
—MaryAnn Sundby

“The only blind person at Christmastime is he

who has not Christmas in his heart.”
—Helen Keller

As Simeon and Anna recognized Jesus as the Messiah and
rejoiced over him, we also receive him with joy. A warm,
joyful welcome to you all!

“Jesus took his place in a manger so that we

might have a home in heaven.”

—Greg Laurie

Bruce Baker; Mary Burkhardt;
Carolyn Cloud: the family and
friends of Julie Cunningham; Anna
Lea Dobbins; Tim Fields: Mike Halpin (request of Bobbie Rauch); David Haver & Sonya Sears-Haver (request of Denise
Hampton); the family of Robert Hargrave; Jenise Huffman; William Kohn (request of Chris Rauch); Steve Netzer; Michael Newman (friend of Samuel Faris); David
McCullough (request of Hattens); JoAnn McGehee; Mary
Meny; Jamie Murphy; Mike Rauch; Kay Rill; Roger Rill;
David Rumley; Seth Rumley; Charles Schatz; Ray
Schultz; Mary Schmidt request of Charlene Rumley; Aaron Sears (request of Denise Hampton); Baby Evelyn
Smart (request of Hattens); Cody Verch; Carolyn Zell;
Mary Zoller; Steven Zoller; local investigative team: All
Sufering from environmental disasters; all impacted by
violence: for all who struggling in body, mind or spirit. We
give thanks for friendship gained & cherished; for laughter, smiles & Joy.

Hello everyone! Christmas will be here soon! The choir has been
working on two songs for the coming Christmas season. Both pieces
express the joy that Christmas always seems to bring. Our opening
song on Christmas Eve is a toe tapper. We hope it helps you to truly
feel the joy of the season. Please come join us in 2018!

Cindy and the Choir

Chili Supper

All articles must be received by noon on
Friday December15th to be in the January

Newsletter. Anything received after the 15h
will be in the February Newsletter
Please send all articles for the January
Newsletter to: Mary Steinmann Editor: @
Email: msteinmann37@gmail.com

Your donations to the food Pantry are
very important and St. Joseph’s would like
to thank everyone who donated. Our next
collection day will be December 3rd. All
donations of canned foods, paper goods,
or cash are appreciated.

Special dates

Choir Practice: Wednesdays @ 7 p.m. Dec. 6, 13, 20
German-Austrian-Swiss advent Service Sat. Dec 2 @1:30 pm
Communion Sunday Dec. 3rd
Friendship Guild 10 a.m. Saturday Dec. 9th
Board meeting Dec. 11th @ 7:00 p.m.
Communion Sunday Dec. 3rd
Congregational Budget Meeting after worship Dec.10th
Christmas Eve Service Sunday Dec 24th @ 7 p.m.

We hope to be able to have a chili supper in the month
of January...weather permitting. Money raised will go
toward our goal of someday finding a cure for cancer.
Our team will once again be participating in the Relay
for Life of Republic on June 9, 2018, at JR Martin
Park in Republic. We will spread the word as soon as
plans are more definite. If at any time you would like to
make a donation to our team, you can write a check to
St. Peter's UCC and designate on the check that it is for
Relay for Life. Thank you!

Cindy

December Newsletter Deadline

Weekly Events
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM
Tuesday—Bible Study 10:00 AM.

Readers and Scripture Text

12/03
12/10
12/17
12/24
12.31
01/07
01/14

Becky Pannucci Isaiah 64:1-9, Psalms 80:1-7, 17-19 Eph 1:15-23 Mark 13:24-37
Mary Kay Kastendieck Isa 40:1-11 Psalms 85:1-2, 8-13 2Pet 3:8-15a Mark 1:1-8
Chris Rauch
Isaiah 61:1-4 8-11 Psalms 126 1 Thess 5:16-24 John 1:6-8,19-28
Cindy Wagemann 2 Sam 7:1-11,16 Ps 89: 1-4, 9-26 Rom 16:25-27 Luke 1:26-38,47-55
Amber Tinsley Isaiah 61:10-62: 3 Ps 148 Gal 4:4-7 Luke 2:22-40
Gale Boswell
Gen 1:1-5
Psalms 29 Acts 19:1-7 Mark 1:4-11
Fred Zell
1 Sam 3:1-10
Ps 130:1-6, 13-18 1Cor 6:12-20 John 1:43-51

DECEMBER

DECEMBER
12-04

Jonathan Luke Jones

12-09

Jessica Verch

12-09

Samantha Nicole Williams

12-26-87
12-28-64
12-30-77

Sam and Debbie Schaumann
David & Judy Crockett
David and Chris Rauch

12-11-2009 Jonathan Alan Staiger
12-12

Jim Boswell

12-21

Carl Kastendieck

12-22

Mary Lou Hutter

12-23

Chris Rauch

12-28

John Staiger

12-30

Allan Williams

12-30

Ellias Jones

12/03
12/10
12/17
12/24
12/31
01/03

Mark & Andrea Schultz
Mary Beyer & Gale Boswell
Mary Lou & Danny Hutter
James & Charlene Rumley
Mike & Bobbi Rauch
David & Luella Thomas

Christmas wonder
Communion Stewards
Dec. — Denise Hampton
Jan. — Pat Ware

I want to see into the heart of a thing … I
want the God-given way of seeing life, not
to possess and to control, but to stand
back in wonder and gratitude.
—Esther de Waal

