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ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL UCC 

   Faithfully serving in Jesus' name since 1880. Honoring traditions of the past, growing spiritually in the present and preparing for the future. 

Advent is upon us, church family! What a wonderful 
time of year where the air is crisp outside and it's 
nice and toasty in the church building. I am so ex-
cited to spend the Christmas season with every-
one. Please consider coming every Sunday to hear 
the sermon series in full or catch it on the Face-
book page if you to miss a Sunday! 
 
A reminder to everyone, if you'd like to have me 
visit or would like to speak to me, please call or 
email! Or you can always stop by during my office 

hours on Wednesdays from 1-5PM.  As the days get shorter, we have hope 
through Christ, that the days will indeed get longer again and that we will be held 
in the palm of God's hand through any darkness we face.  
 
I'll leave you with a short prayer: 'Ever Present God, our hope remains with 
You.  You are a steadfast rock in our daily lives.  Help us to turn to You, in lightness 
and in dark. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 

      —Pastor Brittany 

Celebrate Christmas 
 
Decorate your Christmas tree. 
Ring a Christmas bell. 
Sing a joyful carol 
With a jubilant noel! 
 
Light your Advent candle wreath. 
Rejoice with friends on Earth. 
Give thanks to God for sending Christ 
In this, His Christmas birth. 
 
Share your joy of Christmas 
And God’s blessings from above. 
Celebrate God’s Graciousness! 
Celebrate God’s Love! 
—Peggy Ferrell, Prayers and Poems  

The First Christmas 
 
It never snows at Christmas in that dry and dusty land. 
Instead of freezing blizzards, there are palms and drifting sands, 
and years ago a stable and a most unusual star 
and three wise men who followed it, by camel, not by car, 
while, sleepy on the quiet hills, a shepherd gave a cry. 
 
He'd seen a crowd of angels in the silent starlit sky. 
In the stable, ox and ass stood very still and calm 
and gazed upon the baby, safe and snug in Mary's arms. 
And Joseph, lost in shadows, face lit by an oil lamp's glow 
stood wondering, that first Christmas Day, two thousand years ago. 
—-Marian Swinger  
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A Tale of the Candy Cane 

 

The account of the candy cane’s origins circulates every Christmas season 
and is more likely a fun story than historical fact. No matter; tales often 
contain truth. This tasty treat can convey important elements of our Chris-
tian faith. 
 
The stripes remind us of the heart of Christmas, our Sav-
ior, Jesus: white for his purity; red for his blood shed on 
the cross. The candy cane resembles the curved staffs of 
the shepherds — the first people to visit the Christ-Child 
and worship at the manger. And when the cane is turned 
upside down, it becomes a letter J, for “Jesus.” 
 
Indeed, Jesus turns our lives upside down and inverts our 
presumptions: A poor baby born in a stable becomes 
King of kings and Lord of lords; enemies aren’t for hating 
but loving; blessings aren’t for hoarding but sharing; the 
world works for war, but Jesus calls us to live in peace; 
giving is better than receiving; sinners are made saints; and death is con-
quered as God grants us eternal life.  

 St. Peter’s Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

December 24, 2022  7:00 PM 

Friendship Guild Meeting 
December 10, 2022 at 10:00 a.m. 

All ladies and friends are welcome! 

German-Austrian-Swiss Historical Society Advent Program 

Sunday, December 4 @ 2:00 p.m. 

Yeakley Chapel United Methodist Church —10520 W State Hwy 266 

Choir Practice 
Wednesdays in December at 7:00 p.m. 

Come sing with us! 
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December Scriptures 

Second Sunday of Ad-

vent 

December 4, 2022 

Isaiah 11:1-10 Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 Romans 15:4-13 Matthew 3:1-12 

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 11, 2022 

Isaiah 35:1-10 Psalm 146:5-10 
or 
Luke 1:46b-55 

James 5:7-10 Matthew 11:2-11 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 18, 2022 

Isaiah 7:10-16 Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 Romans 1:1-7 Matthew 1:18-25 

Nativity of the Lord  
December 24 & 25, 2022 

Isaiah 9:2-7 Psalm 96 Titus 2:11-14 Luke 2:1-14, (15-20) 

The liturgical color for Advent is purple.  This color symbolizes royalty as the church awaits the newborn 
King.   On Christmas, the liturgical color is white, representing the purity of the newborn Christ and to our 
light and joy in him. 

To St. Peter’s Church Family, 

We want to express our heartfelt thanks for the many prayers that you each 
prayed on our behalf during our recent hospitalizations. We drew great 
strength from knowing that our brothers and sisters at St. Peter’s were 
praying for us.  Thanks also for the many get well cards, encouraging texts 
and phone calls that many of you sent our way.  It’s truly a blessing to have 
such a loving church family as you all are. 

                                                    ——David and Denise Hamption 

To our Church Family, 
  
On behalf of the family of Joann Coker, we would like to extend our deep-
est gratitude for the love and support you have provided us during her ill-
ness and death. Your prayers, cards, phone calls, and emails were so en-
couraging. Pastor Brittany’s words at the funeral reminded us of the won-
derful life we shared with Joann. The meal provided by the Ladies Friendship Guild sustained us after 
the funeral; and everyone’s loving kindness is present as we worship with you, as well. Thank you for 
being a great part of our lives. May all the blessings you gave come back to you in amazing ways. 
  
Peace and Love, 
Joe and Sherry Coker 

 
God doesn’t give us everything we want, but every good thing we need He provides. And so it al-
ways will be. “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Fa-
ther of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning” (James 1:17) 
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                              ST.  PETER'S  EVANGELICAL  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST  

         

         

FINANCIAL  REPORT                        OCTOBER  2022 

         

         

CASH  ON  HAND  OCTOBER  1,  2022      $  95,620.89  

         

RECEIPTS: Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 TOTAL  

  Current Exp.    1,120.00      1,215.00         755.00    1,520.00       4,610.00   

  Loose           2.00           11.00           33.55         20.00            66.55   

  School Meal Debt      300.00         100.00          400.00   

  Paw  Packs        50.00           50.00             100.00   

  Little  Food  Pantry        50.00                    50.00   

TOTALS     1,522.00      1,276.00         788.55                -     1,640.00          5,226.55  

         

RENTAL  INCOME                450.00  

ST. JOHN'S CHAPEL - CATERING                250.00  

INSURANCE  CLAIM          102,372.27  

INTEREST  INCOME                  20.66  

         

TOTAL CASH ON HAND AND MONTHLY RECEIPTS     $203,940.37  

         

     

 ACTUAL  ACTUAL  

 RECEIPTS  DISBURSEMENTS  

 FOR  CUR.  FOR  CUR.  

 EXPENSE  EXPENSE  

     

JANUARY                 5,384                      3,616   

FEBRUARY                 5,110                      3,846   

MARCH                 4,886                      8,007   

APRIL                 7,129                      3,519   

MAY                 6,838                      3,192   

JUNE                 5,736                      7,681   

JULY                 6,063                      3,243   

AUGUST                 6,718                      4,497   

SEPTEMBER                 5,233                      8,527   

OCTOBER                 5,397                      4,416   

NOVEMBER                      -                             -     

DECEMBER                      -                             -     

YTD               58,494                    50,544   

     

              DIFFERENCE  =     7,950    
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Dear friends and family, 
Thank you for your prayers over the last several weeks! 
 
We are very thankful for your prayers and for God's grace during this busy time. Some of us 

were a bit sick after putting on the linguistics course in Tamale so it took us about a week (after the course ended) 
to get all the needed items together and travel out here to Bole. 
Since our return to Bole, we've been able to make a bit more progress on a wide variety of things. We had to start 
out with some cleaning and fixing on our house and yard in Bole. But we have also reconnected with the Safaliba 
team and the chiefs and elders of the Safaliba villages, and we've started creating some literacy books with Iddi 
again. In addition, we visited all of the schools where the volunteer teachers are helping Safaliba children learn to 
read, and of course we have also been working on various tasks to get the Bible translation ready for publication 
(see pictures below). 
 
Translation 
During the first weeks we were back, the team finished their review of Genesis (the largest remaining book need-
ing review), and now we and they have started working on the various front-matter, back-matter, and helps that 
will go into the Safaliba New Testament. We're putting in footnotes and the cross-references, preparing a glossa-
ry, and an introduction, and going through all the Biblical names to make sure that we're spelling them in the most 
readable way. We're also working on a small "topical index" of the scriptures, that is arranged according to some 
of the typical situations that Safaliba people encounter in life here, so that they have a list of scripture references 
that can direct them to scripture sections that can help them through that particular situation. This will not only be 
an aid to ordinary readers of the Bible, but will especially help Safaliba pastors as they try to give good guidance to 
the people in their churches. Please continue to pray for the health of the team (Nicholas, Eden, Stanley, Elisha, 
Sammy) and their families as we try to make the most of the time together over the next six weeks. And please 
also pray for our technology (computers, printers, internet, etc.) to keep working well, because we get break-
downs of one sort or another at just the most inconvenient times, and we really depend on this technology to get 
these projects done. 
 

Literacy 
The whole time we've been gone because of coronavirus, Iddi has continued writing sto-
ries. He filled a whole notebook full of his writings. So, over the past few weeks, he and 
Paul have been working again on getting several of these made into little books. The 
Gbenfu chief and others in the Safaliba communities have also helped write some of the 
stories stories with Iddi's assistance. One of these was a sort of "lament" on all the hard-
ships that the Coronavirus pandemic has brought - but we continue to thank God that 
there were very few cases of serious illness or death here. 

 
 

Continued on page 7... 

Mission Update from Paul/Jen Schaefer 

November 2022 

Here's a picture of one of the new Safaliba books 

we put together with Iddi (this is the one he wrote 

with the Gbenfu chief): 
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Continued on page 7... 

Continued from page 6... 

We visited the chiefs, elders and school leaders in Mandari, Gbenfu, and Tangayiri, so that we can assess how 
things are going with volunteer teachers and the school literacy program. It's amazing how well things have 
gone during our absence, which is also an answer to prayer, because we have always tried to organize the lit-
eracy work so that the Safaliba people themselves would keep it going and help it grow. So it was good to 
meet with them and confirm what issues each school and community have, and figure out effective plans 
with them and the volunteers for the coming months.  We thank God for the "official" teachers who do ac-
cept and carry out their teaching assignments in a "village" school (there are never enough of them), and 
also for the volunteer teachers from those villages who donate their time and energy to help the younger 
generations learn to read and succeed in school. 
 
Mandari Library 
Another item of praise is the local library in Mandari. This has been a number of years in the making, being 

promoted and encouraged in large part by the Mandari chief's eldest 
daughter. The library is now open and functioning, with a number of 
books, textbooks, and computers for the students and community to 
come in and use. The Ghana Library Board sent a part-time librarian to 
help oversee the library, and one of the volunteer teachers, Wahabu, has 
also been assigned to help tutor the students who come to the library. 
During these weeks we've had several opportunities to hang out with 
Wahabu and to give him additional Safaliba books and other materials 

to add to the library. Also, discussions are well under way as to how to make a library in Gbenfu as well. 
 
Tangayiri 
 
Waare, his wife and their two little ones visited us a couple weeks 
ago to give a report on how things are going in Tangayiri. It was 
lovely to see them and their little family as well as hear about 
their ministry in Tangayiri. They now have 23 students ranging 
from kindergarten to sixth grade. And they also have a small 
church growing among the young people there in Tangayiri. But 
please pray for more opportunities to reach out to the elders of 
the village. While so many things have been going well for them, 
please pray for continued health, strength, and patience for Waare 
and his wife. They have a lot on their plate as they are also pastor 
the church in Nsunua (another small village near Mandari). Pray 
for several needs in Tangayiri - there are some building improve-
ments, solar battery replacement, issues with water, and other 
needs that we will talk about in more detail in the next update.  
 

Waare and family are doing well and 
came by to greet and give an update on 
their ministry in Tangayiri. 
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Our Plans 
Some have asked us about our plans for the next several months and the year ahead. Are we out here in Ghana for 
only a few months this time? The answer is yes, but we'll be back out again next year. Right now, we are only 
able to be here in Ghana until mid-December. Sarah has been able to do classes online this semester which has 
gone quite well, but because of internet quality, we wanted to be back in the US by the time she has to do her 
final exams in December because some have to be taken online at specific times on specific days. This spring will 
be the second semester of Sarah's junior year, and she'll need to be there in person to prepare for and take the 
ACT exam and begin college applications.  
Jen and Sarah will stay in the US for the next several months, but Paul will come back out to Ghana for about six 
weeks in late February / March to run another linguistics course and to hopefully typeset the Safaliba New Testa-
ment. Pray we are able to make good progress on all the necessary checks and testing so as to do the typesetting 
this spring.  We hope to plan some additional trip(s) to Ghana later in 2023 as well, but we'll update you on those 
as the details come together. 
 
Thanks so much for all your prayers over these last weeks as we've transitioned back to Ghana, finished the lin-
guistics course / workshop, gotten somewhat settled back in Bole, and resumed translation and literacy work. 
We greatly appreciate all your prayers! 
 
Please continue to keep all of us in your prayers, for health, strength, and wisdom as to how to balance every-
thing and to know which squeaky wheel should get the 
grease. 
 
Serving together, 
 
Paul and Jen Schaefer, Sarah, Josiah, Micah and Caleb 

Continued from page 7... 

When we went to Mandari to greet, we were-

n't able to get pictures with the chief or elders, 

but we got this one of Sarah with Samua's 

daughter. 

We were able to go to Gbenfu to greet the chief, the 

elders and some of the teachers. (Only the chief is 

pictured in the middle; the elders didn't join in, but 

several of the volunteer teachers did.) L-R: Eden, Ma-

riama (teacher), Jen, Paul, Gbenfu chief, Samua 

(volunteer teacher), Matilda, and Moses (volunteer 

teacher). 



Nursing Home Care:   

Judy Rauch 

Health & Wellness:   

Larry Mathews, Steve Netzer, Jean Ann/Jenise 

Huffman, Aaron Sears (Denise Hampton re-

quest), Jeannette Wilson (Friend of Cindy 

Wagemann), Dwight Worstenholm (Chris 

Rauch’s brother), Ann Staiger (Hearing), 

Shirley Snyder (Luella Thomas’s Friend-

cancer), Brandy Richter, Mike Rauch, Mary 

Steinmann, Pat Barker, Jennifer Williams,  Ali-

cia Verch, Jessie Verch, Mary Beyer, Jami 

Stocker, Norma Wagemann, Stan Pendergras, 

Kim Hedge, Janice Looney, David Hampton, 

and all those dealing with illnesses. 

In Sympathy: 

Family of Lew Rauch 

January Newsletter Articles  

Due on Wednesday, Dec. 28, 2022 

Send to Mary Kastendieck  

Email:  marykasten@gmail.com  

Call or text:  913-594-2484 

12/09  Jessica Verch 

12/09  Samantha Williams 

12/11  Jonathan Staiger 

12/23  Chris Rauch 

12/25  Charlotte Ware 

12/28  John Staiger 

12/30  Allan Williams 

12/26 Sam/Debbie Schaumann 

12/28 David/Judy Crockett 

12/30 David/Chris Rauch 

Special dates 

 Second Sunday of Advent, December 4, 2022 
 Third Sunday of Advent, December 11, 2022 
 Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 18, 2022 
 First day of winter, December 21, 2022 
 Christmas Eve, December 24, 2022 
 Christmas Day, December 25, 2022 
 New Year’s Eve/Watch Night, December 31, 2022 

Christian Symbol —-Candle 

The candle symbolizes Jesus being 

the light of the world (John 8:12), 

as well as his call for Christians 

to be lights (Matthew 5:14). Can-

dles play a prominent role in the 

Christmas season. Each candle on 

an Advent wreath has a special meaning. 

Many churches have a candlelight worship 

service on Christmas Eve, often at midnight.  
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PO Box 250 
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