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           Faithfully serving in Jesus' name since 1880. Honoring traditions of the past, growing spiritually in the present, and preparing for the future.  

ST. PETER ’S UCC 
“Good tidings of great joy be to you and your kin. Good tidings for Christmas and a happy new 

year.” 
 

During this advent season we remember and celebrate the greatest miracle that has 

ever been known to mankind. God sent his son, Jesus Christ, to be born, to live and 

die as the sacrificial lamb to pay for our sins! 
 

We know that God set perfect order and precision in all of His creation. Nothing 

God has ever done or is doing or ever will do is by chance, coincidence or random-

ness.  
 

In fact before the foundations of the world were framed, God thought of us and He knew we would need a 

Savior. So He decided to send His son into the world to save us. He planned down to the micro-second the 

very moment in time that Jesus would take His first baby breath on planet earth. He planned and prepared 

for years the innumerable details of things that He had chosen to be in place at the time of Jesus’ birth.  
 

Four of these major conditions were as follows: 
1. The prophet Micah had prophesied that Jesus would be born in Bethlehem. Mary and Joseph did not live 

in Bethlehem, but God had already planned for that moment in time to use the Roman emperor, Caesar Au-

gustus to announce a universal taxation disguised as a census. So, Mary and Joseph, being of the house of 

David, had to go back to Bethlehem, the home of his forefather, David, to be taxed. Even though some 

would say they arrived in Bethlehem late because there were no rooms left, it fit right into God’s timing. 

The prophecy spoken by an angel to the shepherds, said that the Savior would be wrapped in swaddling 

clothes…lying in a manger. 

 

2. For the first time in history there was a universal language which had been brought from the Greek na-

tion of Mesopotamia by Alexander the Great, as he conquered the civilized world over 300 years before 

Christ. He introduced the Greek culture and language through commerce, and this was then passed down to 

the people. The majority of the New Testament was written in Greek. There was no universal communica-

tion system, but because of the common language, the good news could be spread to other countries by 

word of mouth. 

 

3. The Romans had completed a universal hard-surface highway system that was in place just prior to Jesus 

birth, so people could easily travel to share the gospel. 

 

4. And finally there was peace in the world at the time of Jesus’ birth, so nothing of a war-like nature could 

take away from the “Good News” of Jesus’ birth.   
 

May God bless each of us as we celebrate this Advent Season.  Merry Christmas! 
 

Pastor Larry & Carmen  
Interim 
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The St. Peter’s board met for our November monthly meeting on Wednesday Novem-
ber 4th at 6:30 p. m.  All board members participated in this meeting, even though 2 
members- Jeff Ware and Chris Rauch - did so via phone since they were unable to at-
tend in person. David Hampton prayed over several prayer requests that were made by 
various board members. 
 

The board next reviewed last month’s meeting minutes as well as the September and October financial reports 
and approved both unanimously. Pastor Larry gave his Pastoral report showing the many contacts he made in Oc-
tober. The board expressed their appreciation for all that he and Carmen are doing for St. Peter’s members. 

 
The board then handled the following Old Business items: 
-Review of the scheduled installation of the upgrades to our sound/projector system which should happen by mid 
December. 
-Final Review and approval of the 2021 budget that will be presented to the congregation for their vote for ap-
proval in a congregational meeting to be held immediately following service on Sunday November 25th. 
-The board discussed the fact that we must continue all social distancing to prevent the spread      
of the corona virus. 
-The board discussed the recently completed installation of the new furnace that was installed last week in the 
parsonage as well as some recently completed winterization done at the Gooch rental house. 
 
New Business: 
-Sherry Coker gave us a tutorial on the new “Mail Chimp” program she is using to send out messages to the board 
and the congregation. 
-The board found that the Constitution and Bylaws had been revised back in 1998 to give the board the right to 
handle any church related expense of $2500 or less without asking for a congregational meeting for approval. A 
current copy of this updated Constitution and Bylaws was given to each board member. 
-Sunday November 22nd was set as the day for “hanging of the greens”-when we will decorate the sanctuary for 
the Christmas season immediately following our Sunday service. 
-The board approve the expenditure for renewal of our Billings Booster Banner with the Billings School. 
 
There being no further business the board asked Chris Rauch to handle the December communion steward du-
ties. Our next board meeting will be on December 9th at 6:30 p. m. Motion was made to adjourn and Lee Lur-
vey gave our adjournment prayer. 
 
Romans 12:2 encourages all Christians to hold fast to the teaching of Jesus and to - 
“...be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what 
is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God” (KJV) 
 
May we all continue to read God’s Word and to not be conformed to the world’s interpretation of right and 
wrong but rather use God’s anointed Word to be our guide in all that we say and do. God’s Word never changes 
and should always be our guide in all that we do and say. May God bless each of you. 

 
David Hampton 
Board President 



Special dates 

• Second Sunday of Advent, December 6, 2020 

• Third Sunday of Advent, December 13, 2020 

• Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 20, 2020 

• First day of winter, December 21, 2020 

• Christmas Eve, December 24, 2020 

• Christmas Day, December 25, 2020 

• New Year’s Eve/Watch Night, December 31, 2020 
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December Scriptures 

Second Sunday of Advent 

December 6, 2020 

Isaiah 40:1-11 Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 2 Peter 3:8-15a Mark 1:1-8 

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 13, 2020 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 Psalm 126 
or 
Luke 1:46b-55 

1 Thessalonians 
5:16-24 

John 1:6-8, 19-28 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 20, 2020 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 
16 

Luke 1:46b-55 
or 
Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 

Romans 16:25-27 Luke 1:26-38 

Nativity of the Lord  
December 24 & 25 Christmas Eve, 
Morn, Mid-Day 

Isaiah 9:2-7 Psalm 96 Titus 2:11-14 Luke 2:1-14, (15-20) 

First Sunday after Christ-
mas Day 

December 27, 2020 

Isaiah 61:10-62:3 Psalm 148 Galatians 4:4-7 Luke 2:22-40 

 

 

Announcement 

The church board will 
meet on December 9th 
and decide whether or 
not the Christmas Eve 
service will be held.  
Please watch your email 
for the final decision from 
the board. 

+Christian Symbol+ 

Advent Wreath  

The Advent wreath is a symbol 
of watchfulness and increasing 
joy as we anticipate Jesus’ 
birth. The wreath’s circular 

shape symbolizes eternity, or life without end. 
The candles remind us that Jesus is the Light of 
the World — he brought light and life to a dark 
world (see John 1:4-5). On each of the four Sun-
days of Advent, we light a new candle. As the light 
grows, so do our hope and joy. 
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Please continue to follow the CDC Guidelines when attending St. 
Peter’s Church: 

 Maintain 6 ft. distance at all times from non-family members 
 Wear masks at all times 
 No hand shaking, hugging, or contact of any kind 
 Wash hands often; use hand sanitizer frequently 
 Stay at home if you have any symptoms 
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Dear friends and family, 
 

Thank you for all your prayers over the last few weeks! 
 

Josiah's oral surgery was a success, and he is now able to eat normal 
food once again. In Ghana, Elisha's and Iddi's legs are both continuing to 

heal well, and Wahabu has started to get better as well. Thank you for your prayers for all of them! 
 
We thank God that compared to many places, Ghana has not had many coronavirus cases or 
deaths, especially in the northern part of the country. For the Safaliba people, life has not been dis-
rupted very much, except that most schools have been closed since March. 
 

Translation 
This Friday we hope to begin the consultant check of Acts, meeting with the Safaliba team by 
Zoom. Please pray for us this week as we prepare for that, and pray also for health and strength for 
the team and all of us in the midst of the checking process. And pray especially for the technology 
to work well. 
 

Literacy 
We have heard that all schools in Ghana will re-open in January, so the Safaliba literacy in the 
schools, as well as the night classes for adults, will start up officially at that time. 
When the primary schools in Mandari, Gbenfu, and Nsunua re-open, Safaliba children in 5 class-
rooms will have better opportunities to learn to read. Our first 5 trainee teachers, Manjeed, 
Matilda, Daniel, Moses, and Solomon, each completed the 2-year teaching Diploma and have been 
assigned to do their 1-year National Service as teachers in Safaliba elementary schools! Thank-you 
to all of you who have prayed and given money for this 
long-term education project: we are now seeing the first re-
sults of this first stage of the project. 
 
Tangayiri (Mountain Home): 
While schools have been closed, Waare has been making 
good use of the time. Thanks to your support, Waare is 
well on the way to completing the open-air pavilion 
school room for the Tangayiri children. The elders of the 
community supplied the trees that were turned into boards 
earlier this year, and the young people of Tangayiri have 
pitched in to help with the manual labor. Thank-you for 
your prayers and support! (See pictures below) 
 
Other needs: 
We would ask your prayers for Matilda as she has been sick off and on over the last couple months. 
She is one of the young trainee teachers mentioned above, and has also been a big help working 
through corrections and consistency in the translation work. She is also a big help to us as a family, 
and she is currently taking care of our house and animals while we're here in the US. Please pray 
for her health to be fully restored and for God to give her strength to do all that she needs to do. 
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Mission Update from Paul/Jen Schafer 
November 10, 2020 
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We also have another special project we would like to sup-
port: Pastor Jacob is one of Nicholas's "disciples" and one of 
four (*) Safaliba "missionary pastors" who God has called to 
minister among the ethnic groups in the area around the Safaliba. 
Jacob is pastor to Vagla and Birifor people in Sawla and nearby 
villages. Jacob is bilingual in Vagla and Safaliba, and the past 
year we supported his ministry with about 30 Vagla Bibles. Jacob 
now has a growing congregation of Vagla people, and they 

started building a church building. Jacob recently asked if we could help with about $200 for iron 
reinforcing rods (rebar) to finish this first stage of the building project. This is the type of results that 
we all hope for from translating the Bible!  * (The other three missionary pastors are: Jerry, pastor-
ing Gonja and Hanga people in Damongo; Abraham, pastoring Gonja and Nafaanra people in 
Tinga; and David, pastoring Tampulma, Gonja, and Hanga people in Daboya.) 
 
Finally, we have a special request for Pastor Stanley's grinding mill. Stanley is now back from the 
Bible school, and will be in Mandari the next several months to continue working with us and the rest 
of the team on the translation. When a brother died a few years ago, Stanley inherited all the 
brother's many children, and also his brother's broken-down grinding mill. Mandari is a large commu-
nity and if Stanley gets the grinding mill working again, this small business will help support his 
family and all the extra children and other people that Stanley helps. This past year Stanley has 
put a lot of his own resources into replacing parts and getting the mill ready to work, but he still has 
to come up with the money (almost $700) for the 3-phase electrical connection. Please pray with us 
for God to supply this need.   
 
Praises 
--Preparations for the consultant check of Acts are underway. 
--Elisha's surgery went well and he's recuperating well at 
home. 
--Iddi's leg continues to improve. 
--Josiah's oral surgery went well and he's now eating normal 
foods again. 
--Wahabu also seems to still be improving. 
--Waare and his friends in Tangayiri have made a good begin-
ning on the new school room. 
 
Prayer Requests 
--Please pray for the team and all of us as we prepare for the upcoming consultant check of Acts. 
--Please keep Wahabu, Elisha, Iddi and Josiah in your prayers as they continue to heal. Pray they 
return to full health soon. 
--Keep Waare and co in your prayers as they continue to work on the schoolroom in Tangayiri. 
--Pray for Matilda and her health. 
--Pray for Pastor Jacob and his evangelism of the Vagla people 
--Pray for Pastor Stanley's grinding mill electrical connection need 
Thanks for praying! 
 
Serving together, 
 
Paul and Jen 
Caleb, Micah, Josiah, and Sarah 
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The Christmas Story in Scriptures 
Isaiah 9: 6-7 

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given: and The Government shall be upon His 
Shoulder: and His Name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty GOD, The Everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His Government and peace there shall be no 
end, upon the Throne of David, and upon His Kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judg-
ment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of Hosts will perform 
this. 

Luke 1:1-7 

And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. 

 
This census first took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. So all 

went to be registered, everyone to his own city. 

 
Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into 
Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he 
was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with 
Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. So it was, that while 
they were there, the days were completed for her to be deliv-
ered. And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in 
swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no 
room for them in the inn. 

Luke 1:8-20 
 
Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the 
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. And behold, an an-
gel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were greatly afraid. Then the angel said to 
them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy which will be to all people. For there is born to you this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And 
this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swad-
dling cloths, lying in a manger.” 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: 

“Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill
 
toward men!” 

 
So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the 
Lord has made known to us.” And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
Babe lying in a manger. 

 
Now when they had seen Him, they made widely the saying which was 

told them concerning this Child. And all those who heard it marveled at those things which were 
told them by the shepherds. But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart. 

 
Then 

the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and 
seen, as it was told them. 



 

Please send any January  
Newsletter articles to 
Mary Kastendieck at: 

marykasten@gmail.com 

Prayer Requests 

Nursing Home Care:  Mary Lou Hutter and 

Judy Rauch 

Health & Wellness:  Jerry Davis, Chet Jen-

kins, Larry Mathews, Raymond Garbee, Jenise 

Huffman, Steve Netzer, Aaron Sears (Denise 

Hampton request), Jeannette Wilson (Friend of 

Cindy Wagemann), Dwight Worstenholm 

(Chris Rauch’s brother), Ann Staiger 

(Hearing), Shirley Snyder (Luella Thomas’s 

Friend-cancer), Cody Verch, Alicia Verch, 

Brandy Richter (Cassie Staiger friend), Mike 

Rauch (laser eye surgery), Rebecca Davis 

(Shauntae Staiger’s friend/breast cancer and 

medication complications), Charlene Rumley, 

Alan Ware, Herman Steinmann, David Rauch, 

Jessica Verch, All those dealing with COVID 

or quarantine. 

12/09  Jessica Verch  

12/09  Samantha Nicole Williams  

12/11  Jonathan Alan Staiger  

12/12  Jim Boswell  

12/22  Mary Lou Hutter  

12/23  Chris Rauch  

12/28  John Staiger  

12/30  Allan Williams  

 

 

12/26  Sam and Debbie Schaumann    

12/28  David and Judy Crockett    

12/30  David and Chris Rauch 

 

 

 

 

    11/21  Mary Beyer 
Sorry for the omission in the 

November newsletter. Hope 
you had a wonderful day!      Thank you to everyone for the 

kind birthday wishes, food, flowers, 
calls, and cards.  They were much 
appreciated and helped make the 
day special.       

                              ….. Erna Lou Kastendieck 



St. Peter’s Evangelical UCC 
303 NE Pine 
PO Box 250 
Billings, MO 65610 


