ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL UCC
303 NE P INE S TREET ,

PO B OX 250, B ILLINGS , M O 65610

417-744-2701
E MAIL :

OFFICE @S T P ETERSUCC . US

WWW . STPETERSUCC . US

O FFICE H OURS – W EDS 12:30 –5:00

A DULT S UNDAY S CHOOL 9:30

AM

W ORSHIP

SERVICE

10:30

PM

AM

P ASTOR B RITTANY S CARINGELLO

Church Family,
Let's start with a prayer: Gracious God, As a church
we are aware of the ebbs and flows that happen in life
and in the life of the church. Help us to be aware of
all that we are called to do. Guide us through trials
and temptations and lead us through to a better way
of being Your children. Please be with us through all
things. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.
The month of July has been a tough one for the church. We mourn the
passing of wonderful people in the church and community. We remember
the people who are dealing with illness and bad medical news. I made a
number of hospital visits, home visits, and phone call to members this
past month. I also had the privilege of helping to represent St. Peter's at
the Billings UMC VBS. They had a great turnout and it was wonderful to
be able to represent our church in the community.
Please be on the lookout for some exciting opportunities to help either
monetarily or through volunteering in the next month! One of these I will
mention here: August 20th from 12:30-1:30PM at the City Park, we will
be having a booth for Back to School. If you have a kiddie pool or any
rubber duckies you could donate for a duck pond, please contact me! If
you would like to donate money or "fun" school supplies for prizes you
can do that at any time as well! We would also love volunteers who would
be willing to help during this time.
As we look toward cooler temperatures in the coming months and school
back in session, let's consider what we can do as a church to support people in the Billings community. Let's imagine what it means to be church
here and what we can do to help others around us.
Blessings to Everyone,
Pastor Brittany
Faithfully serving in Jesus' name since 1880. Honoring traditions of the past, growing spiritually in the present and preparing for the future.
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“Summer Rain”

No words can ever express our
thanks to everyone for all the love,
phone calls, cards, visits, and especially all the prayers for James and I
during his illness and death. We
truly appreciated the wonderful service that Pastor Brittany had for
James, he would have said, “hey
gal, great job.” Thanks too to Pastor Doug for sharing in the service.
Thanks to the Guild for the delicious
meal they prepared for us after the
service and to all who helped bring
food and serve it. We will forever
be grateful to all of you.
We love you,
Charlene and family
Just a note to those who have asked
about the eagle that was present at
the funeral. Our granddaughter,
Kelsey, works at a bird sanctuary
outside of St. Louis. When they
head the her Grandfather had
passed and that he was a veteran,
they asked if it would be OK to honor him for his service to his country
by bringing “Liberty” the eagle.

Oh, what is so pure as the glad summer rain,
That falls on the grass where the sunlight has lain?
And what is so fair as the flowers that lie
All bathed in the tears of the soft summer sky?
The blue of the heavens is dimmed by the rain
That wears away sorrow and washes out pain;
But we know that the flowers we cherish would die
Were it not for the tears of the cloud-laden sky.
The rose is the sweeter when kissed by the rain,
And hearts are the dearer where sorrow has lain;
The sky is the fairer that rain-clouds have swept,
And no eyes are so bright as the eyes that have
wept.
—Fannie Sherrick
(Editor’s note—as I type this, it’s raining! PTL! )
******************************************************

Rain

A rainy day can be many things ...
It can be moisture for the farmer's garden,
Or the picnic that has to be postponed;
It can be the replenishing of a stream,
Or the overflow of a flood;
It can be relief from a hot summer day,
Or the chill of an autumn wind.
The rotating cycle of clouds to Earth
Is part of Nature's plan
For stability throughout the Universe,
Sunday, August 21 As old as the hills,
And dependable as the seasons.
Christy Love (Pastor at the Rain and sunshine are equal partners
Connecting Grounds) will In the daily expression of God's love.
be the Guest Preacher.

— Jeanne D. Birrell

Friendship Guild will meet on August 13 at 10:00 a.m.
All ladies are welcome!
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Mission Update from Paul/Jen Schaefer
July 2022
Dear friends and family,
Thank you for your ongoing prayers for all of us and the work in Ghana. We are sorry it's been so long; there's
been a lot going on in Ghana and here as well.

Catching Up
Our Safaliba co-workers in Ghana (both the translation and literacy teams) continue to work hard and have made so much progress in spite of
many set-backs and difficulties, including computer problems, delays of all kinds, and ongoing health issues for some.
We have continued to interact with our Ghana team daily, to guide and check on the translation work,
and monitor and plan with the literacy teachers and students. We hear good reports that the scripture
books and literacy materials are being used (in Gbenfu, Pastor Sammy just spent several months taking
his church through a study of the book of Acts).
We have a lot to praise God for because Ghana did not experience huge waves of Covid illness or
deaths. Even though there have been quite a few cases of Covid in Ghana, and a number of deaths, still
it has not been anything like in most other parts of the world. Over the past two years there were huge
numbers of cases and deaths that overwhelmed health facilities in tropical countries like Brazil and India. We kept hoping and praying that this
would not happen among our dear friends in Ghana, and we are so grateful that Ghana did not experience that level of disaster.
However, the problems in other parts of the world have caused a lot of shortages in Ghana as well as huge price increases for many imported
goods, so the cost of living in Ghana has significantly increased for our co-workers, and they are having some really hard times.
We have found things challenging here in the US also, both physically and financially, though not as difficult as our Ghanaian friends and coworkers. We are thankful Paul's arm has slowly but steadily gotten better and he is again able to type with all ten fingers. Jen has had several
necessary medical tests done, and praise God there were no bad results. All of the family has also finally had time to have necessary check-ups,
tests, and dental work done.
Although some of our monthly financial support is still coming in as usual, the past three months especially have been less consistent than usual.
We know this is partly our own fault - we have not been able to get out an update, and summer time is busy for everyone. We do thank God
for a recent large gift that covers part of the support for the translators and the literacy activities in Ghana. So we would appreciate your prayer for more regular support, especially as we prepare to return to Ghana in August. We renewed our passports and got our visas earlier this
year. We also went ahead and bought our tickets back to Ghana in spite of our difficult financial situation, trusting that God will continue to
supply all that is needed, as he has done for so many years. Please pray as we still need to buy various things before we leave for Ghana, and
also have a number of other extra expenses related to leaving the US and arriving back in Ghana.

Translation
Paul and the translation team have continued meeting regularly on Zoom, to read
through the NT and have finished the key-terms and consistency checks on the books
of Mark and Luke, John and the Epistles of John. We are currently working
through Genesis and Exodus, which make up the main part of the Old Testament portions that we expect to publish along with the NT.

… Continued on Page 4

Praise: We finished reading through all four
Gospels (Nicholas, Elisha, Sammy)
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...Continued from Page 3
There have been several setbacks over the last several months. In January we had to get a different laptop for Nicholas so we could continue
to work while his old one was being renovated with a new hard-drive and then the re-installation of all his programs. At the same time,
Nicholas's wife's health has continued to deteriorate significantly. He has been finding it very hard to know how to help her while also maintaining all his responsibilities (pastor, community leader, translator, consultant-in-training, etc.).

Sammy and his wife (Blessing) have also had a very tough time of things the last several months or so. They have been trying for years to
have a baby and she has had numerous miscarriages and health issues. But we thank God that after many difficulties these last months,
their little girl was born by C-section a few weeks ago. Please keep them in your prayers though as Blessing is severely anemic and had to
have a blood transfusion, and the baby had jaundice, so they were both back in the hospital but are now home again. (Sammy is one of
the translators and Blessing has been one of the "volunteer teachers" and the mainstay of the Kindergarten in Gbenfu for several years now.
Blessing completed her Education Diploma last year, and this year continued to teach in Gbenfu for her one year of "national service" - and
she taught up until about two months from her due date!)
Sammy, as well as Nicholas and the other translators, are also facing a difficult time doing the plowing and planting of their farms (corn and
peanuts) - paying a tractor to plow a field costs 50% more than this time last year, and the price of fertilizer has almost tripled.

Tangayiri Project
We've mentioned the small Safaliba village of Tangayiri ("Mountain Home") before: with no electricity,
water supply, school, or any infrastructure other than the local houses built by the people themselves,
and a hand-pump for water away from the town and down in the valley. And you will remember
young Emmanuel Wari from Mandari, who served in 2015 as a volunteer teacher, before answering
God's call to ministry, completing Bible School, and then returning to the Safaliba area as a missionary teacher and evangelist, moving with his wife and small children to Tangayiri. With prayer and
money for cement and building supplies, and volunteer labor from the young people of Tangayiri, he
built a pavilion classroom and furniture for the Tangayiri children and started teaching.
Last year we started another small building project, a tiny house for Wari and his family because the
old local room they were living in was collapsing. Finally by March of this year the walls were up,
the roof on, and the inside walls plastered, and Wari and family moved in! Now they have a safe
place to live while they keep the school going in Tangayiri and also pastor two small churches (one
in Tangayiri and one in Nsunua).

Praise: Tangayiri children are learning in school.

Pray for Wari and his wife, who also helps teach the Tangayiri school-children. Their service is a strong
witness to the Tangayiri community of God's power and love for the Safaliba people and their tiny community in particular. Pray for the little group of believers being discipled by Wari. And pray for the children finally getting an education that helps them and prepares them for life.

Literacy
After the Tangayiri School was firmly up and running, we asked Eden to make a visit there and give them
some donated pencils and crayons, reading and activity books, and other school supplies. There were
enough pencils and crayons to share some to the other Safaliba schools, so we bought some additional
school notebooks locally, and Eden and Samua took them to the students and volunteer teachers in the
Wari and family
Mandari and Gbenfu primary schools. (After the children have mastered reading and writing in their own
language, they move on to English, so English books and other materials are helpful so that the children can practice their English reading.) We thank God for some donated laptops that have been a real boost to education in the Safaliba area: some have been used to teach
hands-on computer literacy to Safaliba junior-high students, and the rest have been for teachers and students in the teaching-colleges to use
for their work and school assignments.
...Continued on Page 5

A UGUST 2022

P AGE 5

...Continued from Page 4
The volunteer teachers are still filling a very important role, as we keep working towards trained, "official" Safaliba teachers next year, after the
first teaching-college students graduate and then take their teacher-licensing exams. In the meantime, Eden, Samua and others are still monitoring
and training the volunteer teachers (many of whom are in one of the teaching-college programs) so that Safaliba children can learn effectively. Praise God for the good testimony to the villages where these young people live - they give so much of their time to help the younger children learn to read!

Covid really disrupted the school schedules in 2020 and 2021, so the new school year is still about a semester behind where it would normally be. The biggest impact for us has been with the volunteer teachers
who are enrolled in teaching-colleges because their college reopening dates kept getting announced for a
particular date, but then pushed back to a later date. Finally by the end of January, most of the teachingcolleges had finally re-opened for classes. Because of this, it has been challenging to know how to share
these students' tuition needs in a timely manner. When urgent requests came for help with their school
fees, we were able to send them at least a part of what was needed, so that they could register for their
classes and take part in the lectures. But there has been a significant short-fall in the funds they need
versus the funds we've had available to help them. Pray for the resources for us to be able to help all of
these future Safaliba teachers to complete their courses and make it into the education workforce, so that
the schools in the Safaliba area will finally have a core of teachers who understand and speak the Safaliba
language and thus teach Safaliba children effectively.

Our Family

Praise: Teaching-colleges reopened so
volunteer teachers Sumaila and Nyaariba
and others are back studying.

We have been so thankful for the extended time these past couple of years to stay close to our older boys Caleb and Micah. And we are also
thankful that this time gave Josiah a stable environment to finish up high school and do part-time and full-time work before going off to college.
We've also been glad that Sarah could have such a good experience beginning high school, especially with in-person classes this past year. This has
been a time of transition for everybody, and it's not always been easy, but we feel really blessed that all four of our children seem on track to
having good "grown-up" relationships with each other as the years go on. Pray for Caleb and Micah in the coming months as they continue to
work and take college classes, and as they keep house together. Pray for Josiah as he begins college at JBU, a three-hour drive away in Arkansas. Pray for Sarah as she begins home-school/online high school courses for the fall semester of her junior year.
Our permanent US home mailing address is still:
Paul and Jennifer Schaefer
25494 State Highway 265
Marionville, MO 65705

Thanks so much for your prayers!
Serving Him together,
Paul and Jen Schaefer,

T O P ARTNER

WITH

W YCLIFFE

TO

S UPPORT P AUL & J EN ’ S M INISTRY

Checks can be written to: Wycliffe Bible Translators
with a separate note saying: 'With preference for the Wycliffe ministry of Paul and Jennifer Schaefer #303484'
and mailed to:
Wycliffe Bible Translators
P.O. Box 628200
Orlando FL 32862-8200
Or, for ONLINE giving through Wycliffe:
Go to Wycliffe.org, click on "missionaries", and choose "find a missionary".
Below the search bar, click on "view unlisted missionary page" (we try to keep a low internet profile)
[ or you can go directly to: https://www.wycliffe.org/partner/give-to-the-ministry-of-my-wycliffe-missionary ]
On this page, enter our names or finance ID number or both: Paul and Jennifer Schaefer 303484
It gives the options for e-check (free), or credit/debit card (deducts a fee from the donation)

Praise: Gbenfu children are
grateful for their notebooks,
with volunteer teacher Daniel.
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-9:30 Adult SS
-10:30 Worship

21
-9:30 Adult SS

Newsletter

-10:30 Worship

Deadline
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31

-9:30 Adult SS
-10:30 Worship

August Scriptures
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
August 7, 2022

Isaiah 1:1, 10-20

Genesis 15:1-6
Psalm 33:12-22

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

Luke 12:32-40

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 14, 2022

Isaiah 5:1-7
Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19

Jeremiah 23:23-29

Hebrews 11:29-12:2

Luke 12:49-56

Eleventh Sunday after
Pentecost
August 21, 2022

Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm 71:1-6

Isaiah 58:9b-14
Psalm 103:1-8

Hebrews 12:18-29

Luke 13:10-17

Twelfth Sunday after
Pentecost
August 28, 2022

Jeremiah 2:4-13
Psalm 81:1, 10-16

Proverbs 25:6-7
Psalm 112

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16

Luke 14:1, 7-14

Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23

Psalm 82
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ST. PETER'S EVANGELICAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

FINANCIAL REPORT

JUNE 2022

CASH ON HAND JUNE 1,
2022
RECEIPTS:
Current Exp.

$110,760.85

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

TOTAL

1,315.00

1,500.00

425.00

945.00

4,185.00

29.00

12.00

49.00

2.00

92.00

Loose
Committee on Ministry

225.00

225.00

Memorial - McGinnis

1,000.00

1,000.00

Paw Packs

50.00

50.00

100.00

50.00

Little Food Pantry

2,619.00

TOTALS

50.00
1,562.00

524.00

947.00

RENTAL INCOME

5,652.00
1,450.00
9.83

INTEREST INCOME
TOTAL CASH ON HAND AND MONTHLY RECEIPTS

$117,872.68

ST. PETER'S EVANGELICAL UCC
ACTUAL ANALYSIS
2022
ACTUAL
RECEIPTS

ACTUAL
DISBURSEMENTS

FOR CUR.

FOR CUR.

EXPENSE

EXPENSE

JANUARY

5,384

3,616

FEBRUARY

5,110

3,846

MARCH

4,886

8,007

APRIL

7,129

3,519

=

MAY

6,838

3,192

JUNE

5,736

7,681

YTD

35,083

29,861

DIFFERENCE

5,222
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Our place in the universe
“When I look at the galaxies on a clear night,
when I look at the incredible brilliance
of creation, and think that this is what
God is like, then instead of feeling intimidated and diminished by it, I am
enlarged,” said author Madeleine
L’Engle. “I rejoice that I am a part of
it.”
How wonderful — and mysterious —
that the Creator of the universe not
only knows and loves us but wants us
to know and love him! Incredibly, we
are at once infinitesimally small and
yet immeasurably significant because
of whose we are.

The Heavens declare the Glory of God
(Psalm 19:1)

One of the best things about heading back to school
is the chance for a fresh start. A new year, new teachers, perhaps even a new school offer students the opportunity to try a little harder and do a little better than
the year before.
Praise God that he allows us to always start over. Jeremiah writes that the Lord’s mercies “are new every
morning” (Lamentations 3:23a). With God’s help we
can begin each day with a clean slate and a new attitude, determined to make some changes for the better.

Have you seen the images coming back from
the James Webb Space Telescope? The James
Webb Space Telescope was launched in December of 2021 and is currently parked in space
about a million miles from earth. It’s providing the world with amazing details of our universe . The first images of deep space were sent
back to Earth in July, and they are stunning! If
you have not yet seen any of the James Webb
telescope images, you must check them out at
the NASA web site: https://webb.nasa.gov/
index.html I don’t know about you, but when
I look at those images of the universe, I am reminded of the unimaginable vastness , power,
and eternal nature of our creator. Truly, the
Heavens do declare the Glory of God!

08/04 Braxton Tinsley
08/08 Joe Scaringello
08/16 Kaetlin Dahlman
08/16 Paul Schaefer
08/22 Elliot Rauch-Evans
08/31 Denise Hamptom

Nursing Home Care:
Mary Lou Hutter and Judy Rauch
Health & Wellness:
Larry Mathews, Raymond Garbee, Jean Ann,
Jim & Jenise Huffman, Steve Netzer, Aaron
Sears (Denise Hampton request), Jeannette
Wilson (Friend of Cindy Wagemann), Dwight
Worstenholm (Chris Rauch’s brother), Ann
Staiger (Hearing), Shirley Snyder (Luella
Thomas’s Friend-cancer), Brandy Richter

08/10 David/Denise Hampton

(Cassie Staiger friend), Mike Rauch, Rebecca
Davis (Shauntae Staiger’s friend) Mary Steinmann, Pat Barker, Jennifer Williams, Alicia

September Newsletter Articles

Verch, Jessie Verch, Albert Rauch, Mary Beyer,

Due on Wednesday, August 24, 2022

Send to Mary Kastendieck
Email: marykasten@gmail.com
Call or text: 913-594-2484

Jami Stocker, Norma Wagemann, and all those
dealing with illnesses.
Bereavement: -Family of James Rumley
-Family of Jerry Hair

Faith is to believe what we do not see; the
reward of this faith is to see what we believe.
-St. Augustine

St. Peter’s Evangelical UCC
303 NE Pine
PO Box 250
Billings, MO 65610

