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Have you ever noticed how the enemy seems to frequently remind 

us of our faults, weaknesses, and regrets from the past? He drops 

bombs of negative memories into our hearts and minds. 

 

He knows the Word, which says that the joy of the Lord is our 

strength. So, if the devil can prompt us to think on these negative 

things and we begin to dwell on them, our joy can fade away and he 

has weakened us by our own thoughts. 

 

I like the saying that “Things which have no remedy, should be given no regard, what’s done is 

done.” We need to recognize this tool of the devil and cast it down when it begins to surface in 

our memory. God’s word says, “Cast down imaginations, and every high thing that exalts itself 

against the knowledge of God, and bring into captivity every thought to the obedience of 

Christ.” 

 

We need to:  

 Keep our eyes on the Lord, keep his “Peace that passes all understanding.” 

 Remember God’s closeness to us in the past. Milestones along the way. 

 Remember His closeness to us in the present, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 

 And remember His power for the future. “I can do all things through Christ who 

strengthens me.” 

 

We know that all of us get hit by these bomb thoughts and all of us can overcome. God’s Word 

says, “Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion 

looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that 

the family of believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of sufferings.” 1 Pe-

ter 5: 8-9 

 

Blessings! Pastor Larry Worden (interim) 



The St. Peter’s board met for our July board meeting on 

Wednesday evening, July 8th at 6:30 p.m. All but one board 

member who was on vacation were present. After the meeting 

was called to order the board members were led in prayer by 

David Hampton over several requests made by various board 

members. The board then reviewed and approved both the 

May board meeting minutes as well as the May Treasurer’s re-

port. 

 

The following old business items were then handled: 

-Review of the progress on completion of several church main-

tenance items. 

-Review of the recent Pastoral Search Committee meeting. 

-Review of the church’s investments that were provided by 

Danny Hutter. 

-Discussion was held regarding guidance from the Christian 

County Health Department regarding the recent increase in 

Covid 19 cases. Due to this surge in new infections in Chris-

tian and Greene County - and in other nearby counties - the board decided in a 

unanimous vote to continue all the social distancing measures that we have been 

following for 2 months. Also, the decision was made to hold off on restarting the 

Youth meetings, Adult Sunday School; Bible Study and Ladies Guild meetings. 

 

The board then turned our attention to the following New Business: 

-The annual church picnic will not be held due to the Covid 19 infections increase 

noted above. 

If the virus infections are under control in October the board will look at holding a 

church get together in October when we can enjoy the annual Fall Celebration/

Hayride. 

-The board then reviewed bids to power wash the church, parsonage and Driscoll 

rent house. There was a unanimous vote to let Hartman Power Washing to do this 

cleaning for a total of $550. 

The board also reviewed and discussed bids to seal and then stripe parking and 

handicap spots on both the front and back parking lots. Super Seal company of 

Aurora was awarded the job for a total of $2500. 

Both of the above jobs will be completed in July. 
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-The board then discussed the possibility of upgrading our projector system to make it 

more user friendly and to make it possible to control and integrate both the audio and 

video capabilities from the sound both in the balcony. This proposal was tabled until 

more information and discovery of options can be completed by a committee of Sherry 

Coker and Lee Lurvey. We will look at this proposal next month after Sherry and Lee 

report back what their recommendations are. 

-The board approved the recommendation of David Hampton that we hire the man 

that originally refinished our front doors do some needed crack filling and refinishing of 

the bottom left door panel. 

 

The following Planning Calendar items were set: 

-The communion stewards for August will be Lee and Lavona Lurvey. 

-The August Newsletter deadline is July 22nd. 

-The Board will meet for our August board meeting on Wednesday August 12th at 

6:30 p. m. 

 

The board adjourned with prayer led by Lee Lurvey. 

 

God’s Word encourages His people to continually serve Him and to determine in our 

hearts to follow all the direction for loving Godly as given to us in the Bible. 

In Joshua 24:15 we see where the children of Israel were admonished to choose who 

they would serve—either the gods of the world or the one true God Jehovah. Joshua 

boldly stated that “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord!” 

We today must also determine to serve only our Lord and Savior Jesus. 

Let us determine that we -like Joshua- will serve our Lord Jesus Christ and Him only. 

Church Board Report continued from page 2... 

Reminder…  

     Guidelines for Church Attendance 

—Maintain social  distancing sitting 6’ apart in family groups 
—No physical contact with people outside your family 
—Face masks are highly recommended and should be worn at all times 
—Please do not attend if you have any of the symptoms that are associ-
ated with the Covid 19 virus  
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Usher duty  

It’s human nature to sometimes slip into judgmentalism and arrogance: “I’d never do 
what she did!” we think or say. Or “People who [fill in the blank] shouldn’t call themselves 
Christians. They don’t belong in the church.” Jesus clearly said, “Judge not, that you be 
not judged” (Matthew 7:1, ESV) and, memorably, made his point with the image of a 
speck in someone else’s eye and a log in one’s own. 
 
In Love Does (Thomas Nelson), Bob Goff reflects further on what Jesus’ response would 
be when we put ourselves in positions of authority over others: “[Jesus] said people who 
followed him should think of themselves more like ushers rather than the bouncers, and 
it would be God who decides who gets in. We’re the ones who simply show people to 

their seats that someone else paid for.”  
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Update from Paul and Jen Schaefer... 
Dear friends and family, 

 

Thank you all for your prayers for the work in Ghana and for our family, 

especially Josiah, during the last couple weeks. 

 

A quick update on Josiah: He is improving and finally able to get a bit more sleep lately, though 

it seems his nights are still a bit interrupted. But like many teenagers he is able to sleep in in the 

morning. :-)  He has been supposed to stay pretty much immobile these last two weeks (except 

to go to the bathroom) and he's done a pretty good job of that. We go see the doctor tomorrow 

for a review and will hopefully know more then. Thanks for all your prayers for him and us 

through this process. 

 

Two urgent prayer requests from Ghana: 

A few days ago we had word that one of our very dear friends who works in the Tamale office 

was sick with pneumonia (thought to possibly be coronavirus) and in the Tamale hospital. His 

brother also got sick about the same time and has since died of coronavirus. Please pray for him, 

his wife and daughter. 

 

Also, we heard from Elisha yesterday that both he and his wife are sick and they are not sure 

what the sickness is. Please pray for full recovery. 

 

Translation: 

The past 2 weeks, Nicholas and the other Safaliba translators have organized meetings to include 

the larger group of Safaliba Christians (the "Reviewers") to meet and go through the translation 

of Daniel. Getting detailed input from this larger group of people is part of getting the Safaliba 

Scriptures closer to publication. Please pray for them as they organize the next meeting 

(Monday) and for a good, productive feedback from the group. (see picture below from the 

meeting this last week) 

 

Please also pray for Stanley, as the Bible School resumed classes this week so he has returned to 

continue his studies and complete the semester that was interrupted in February. Pray also for 

Nicholas as his interrupted course is also scheduled to resume soon, at the beginning of August. 

 

Literacy/ School literacy program: 

Over the last couple of months, the team has been able to produce information in Safaliba about 

the coronavirus. GILLBT (our Ghana Wycliffe organization) put together a poster explaining 

about the coronavirus to be translated into each local language. The Safaliba team took the infor-

mation and translated it into Safaliba and our computer and book-printer (Mumuni) printed post-

ers for the Safaliba villages. Pray that these will be widely distributed and used so that people 

will be well-informed about the virus. 

Continued on page 7…. 
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Continued from page 6…. 

Most schools in Ghana have not been officially meeting, which has really affected all the volunteer 

teachers who had begun their training programs to qualify as official school-teachers.  When coro-

navirus hit and the schools closed, some were able to meet in small groups to continue their studies 

little by little, and make better use of the online materials that were given to them. The second-year 

students (Matilda, Manjeed, Daniel, and Moses) were allowed to come back to campus for a few 

weeks to prepare for and take their finals, so they are now done for the year. The first-year students 

(Mahama, JB, and Wahabu) have had a harder time, without any on-campus instruction. 

 

This year we wanted to send the 3 remaining young volunteers to school, who for one reason or 

another had not been able to start yet: , Sumaila, Samuel, and Nyaariba. Their preparatory summer 

classes are actually taking place, and we hope that the school will put on the actual classes in the 

Fall semester as planned. But please continue to pray for these young people as they try to continue 

their training to become teachers in the midst of this upheaval. All primary and junior high schools 

in Ghana have been closed since March. 

 

Praises: 

--We thank God the team was able to translate and put together the poster on Covid-19 in Safaliba. 

--And we are thankful the team has been able to continue to meet and work on translation and have 

had 2 reviewers meetings with another planned for next week. 

--Also, we thank God for Josiah's healing so far and for the upcoming doctor's appointment. 

--The second year students in teacher-training college were able to complete their final exams and 

the others have been able to meet off and on to continue studying for their teacher training classes. 

--Stanley and Nicholas's Bible School courses are resuming over these coming weeks. 

 

Prayer Requests: 

--Pray for our dear friend who is quite sick and in the Tamale hospital with pneumonia (which may 

be coronavirus). 

--Also pray for Elisha and his wife who are sick in Mandari. 

--Pray for the translation team and the upcoming reviewer's meeting to go over the book of Daniel. 

--Pray for Stanley as he begins classes this week and for Nicholas as he resumes his classes the be-

ginning of August. 

--Pray also for Josiah's ongoing recovery and for his doctor's appointment tomorrow. 

 

Thank you all for your ongoing prayers, encouragement and support during these challenging days. 

We appreciate you all! 

Serving together, 

 

Paul and Jen, 

Caleb, Micah, Josiah and Sarah 
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Bible Quiz 

In John of Patmos’ vision, what is special about 
the 12 gates of the New Jerusalem? 
 
A. They are made of gold and always closed. 
B. They are made of amethyst and onyx. 
C. They are closed by day and open by night. 
D. They are made of pearl and never closed. 
 
Answer:  (See Revelation 21:21, 25.)  

 

For many people, the coronavirus pandemic has been a test of patience — or worse. 

Medically vulnerable people face an anxious time of hypervigilance. Furloughed workers 

wait on hold or in lines for assistance. Special events have been canceled or resched-

uled. 

 

Those not impacted directly deal with assorted frustrations and inconveniences. Many 

people are learning the benefit of slowing down, being present (even virtually) to oth-

ers and practicing patient attention. 

 

Interestingly, scientist Isaac Newton did some of his best work when the plague 

forced Cambridge University to close. At home, the inquisitive student invented calcu-

lus and developed groundbreaking theories of gravity and optics. Later Newton called 

1666 his annus mirabilis (“year of wonders”) and reportedly said, “If I have made any 

valuable discoveries, it [owes] more to patient attention than to any other talent.” 

 

What have you discovered during the Covid-19 crisis? What appreciations have you de-

veloped for aspects of life you may have previously taken for granted? What has social 

distancing taught you about the value of neighbors, church, community volunteering? 

 

During the pandemic, what have you learned about persistence and God’s presence? 

What empathy do you now feel for writers of words such as “I wait for the LORD, my 

whole being waits, and in his word I put my hope” (Psalm 130:5, NIV)?  

Patient attention, valuable discoveries 

Pine Street Pantry 

Thank you for your continuing support.  Re-
member to leave what you can and take what 

you need.  



 

No Scripture Readers 
assigned for  

August 2020. 

Please send any September 
Newsletter articles to 
Mary Kastendieck at: 

marykasten@gmail.com 

Prayer Requests 

Nursing Home Care:  Mary Lou Hutter, Ray 
Schultz, and Judy Rauch 

Health & Wellness:  Jerry Davis, Mike Rauch, 
Chet Jenkins, Kay Rill, Larry Mathews, Steven 
Zoller, Raymond Garbee, Jenise Huffman, Steve 
Netzer, Aaron Sears (Denise Hampton request), 
Jeannette Wilson (Friend of Cindy Wagemann), 
Dwight Worstenholm (Chris Rauch’s brother), Ann 
Staiger (Hearing), Shirley Snyder (Luella Thomas’s 
Friend-cancer), Cody Verch, Alicia Verch, the Meny 
Family, Randy Menkel (shoulder), Brandy Richter 
(Cassie Staiger friend), Becky Pannucci, Mike 
Worden (heart surgery recovery), Victor (Rhoda 
Shey’s son/recovering from bypass surgery), Re-
becca Davis (Shauntae Staiger’s friend/breast cancer 
and medication complications), Charlene Rumley. 

In Sympathy:  Family of Marilyn Mattas, Family of 
Juliette Kissee. 

 

No greeters assigned for August 2020.  

08/04  Braxton Wells 

08/16  Kaetlin Dahlman 

08/22  Elliot Rauch-Evans 

08/31  Denise Hampton 

08/31  Jeff Ware 

 

 

08/10  David/Denise Hampton 
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