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For those who have invited friends and family to join us, we ask that you pass their 
email address on to Pastor Larry and Carmen at thedean58@hotmail.com. 
We will begin promptly at 10:00 a.m. every Sunday morning, beginning 
with the opening prayer and continuing with the service as outlined. This 
will seem strange and different as we are all so steeped in “visual media”. 
However, it makes sense when we truly understand and believe God’s 
word that says “Where two or three gather in My name, there will I be in 
their midst.” 
Let’s just settle ourselves in for our service. Reverently bow your hearts 
and pray aloud, knowing that in the Holy Spirit there are many familiar 
faces of brothers and sisters, loved ones and family all around you, 
praying together, embracing one another and raising collective voices of 
praise and worship to our Father God and His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Think also of those who have gone before and picture them as young and 
alive, waiting for your entrance into the Kingdom where we will worship 
God together throughout eternity. 
If for some reason you are not able to worship at this time, purpose to meet 
with God at a later time and go through the worship service with Him. 
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When we draw near to God, He will draw near to us. Open your spiritual 
eyes upon Jesus, look full in His wonderful face, as the song goes, and the 
things of this world will grow strangely dim, in the light of His glory and 
grace. Remember we are all together as one body. Please read and sing it 
all aloud worshipfully. He says that our praise and worship to Him are as 
a sweet fragrance in the nostrils of God. 
 
 
10:00 
WELCOME:             
Good morning. Our thanks to you who have decided to take 30-45 minutes of your day to join us 
as we worship and praise our God, as we study His word and joy in His presence. 

OPENING PRAYER: 
Father, you are worthy of all our praise. You are our God who never fails to keep His promises. 
You lift us up when we are weighed down. Lord, you are the source of all true and lasting joy. 
We welcome you and rejoice in your presence this morning. Amen. 
SONG OF WORSHIP: Joy Unspeakable 
I have found His grace is all complete, He supplieth every need; 
While I sit and learn at Jesus' feet, I am free, yes, free indeed. 

CHORUS; 
It is joy unspeakable and full of glory, Full of glory, full of glory; 
It is joy unspeakable and full of glory, Oh, the half has never yet been told. 

I have found the pleasure I once craved, It is joy and peace within; 
What a wondrous blessing, I am saved From the awful gulf of sin. 

CHORUS 
I have found that hope so bright and clear, Living in the realm of grace; 
Oh, the Savior's presence is so near, I can see His smiling face. 

CHORUS 
I have found the joy no tongue can tell, How its waves of glory roll; 
It is like a great o'erflowing well, Springing up within my soul. 

CHORUS 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Hymnal): Rejoice in Him 

I will praise you, O Lord, with all my heart; I will tell of all your wonders. 
      I will be glad and rejoice in you; I will sing praise to your name, O most High. 
The Lord reigns forever; he has established his throne for judgment. 
      He will judge the world in righteousness; he will govern the peoples with justice. 
The Lord is a refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in time of trouble. 



      Those who know your name will trust in you, for you, Lord, have never forsaken those 
who seek you. 
Sing praises to the Lord, enthroned in Zion; proclaim among the nations what he has done. 
      Come, let us rejoice in him. 

HYMN OF GATHERING: Are You Washed 
Have you been to Jesus for the cleansing power? Are you washed in the blood of the lamb? 
Are you fully trusting in His grace this hour? Are you washed in the blood of the lamb? 

CHORUS: 
Are you washed in the blood In the soul-cleansing blood of the lamb? 
Are your garments spotless? Are they white as snow? Are you washed in the blood of the 
lamb? 

Lay aside the garments that are stained with sin And be washed in the blood of the lamb 
There's a fountain flowing for the soul unclean O, be washed in the blood of the lamb 

CHORUS       

PASSING OF THE PEACE: 
The peace of Christ be with you all 
        And also with you. 

(Hug your family )        

IMMEDIATE PRAYER NEEDS: 
        Cassie Staiger has sent us a few prayer requests, the first for her sister, Crissy Wilson, who 
suffers from severe cirrhosis of the liver. She has been moved from a hospital into a skilled 
nursing center in Austin Texas. It’s a complicated situation, and her Mom, Patti Sanderson, is 
feeling helpless, not being able to be with her. 
        Cassie also has a friend from work, Brandy Richter, who is in the hospital, sedated and 
intubated, with severe bilateral bacterial pneumonia, and has a 12-year-old son, Blake, who is 
missing his mom. They both need our prayers. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors): 
Father, this morning I pray that you will reach out and touch each one of us with your joy and 
love. Lord, we are brothers and sisters in your wonderful family. Father, at this time many hearts 
are weighed down with problems and difficulties in this life. I pray that you will embrace us and 
meet needs this morning, for we acknowledge that your joy is our strength. Help us to hold fast 
to that truth as we face each day. Your grace is sufficient to meet all the trials in our lives. Help 
us to keep our eyes on you and to trust in your care. You have said you will never leave us nor 
forsake us. 
Lord, I ask you this morning to touch the lives of those who are going through physical, 
emotional, relational or financial setbacks because of this virus. I pray for your healing in each 
situation. You are our source for a solution to each need, and we lift up to you Kay Rill, Mike 
Rauch, Chrissy Wilson, Patti Sanderson, Brandy Richter and Blake, asking on their behalf for 
your healing touch. 



Lord, we thank you for Your Son’s prayer…Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be Thy 
name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory forever. Amen. 
GLORIA PATRI:                 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now 
and ever shall be. World without end, Amen, Amen. 

TODAY’S READING: 
Let us prepare ourselves for the Word of God. Our hearts and minds are open and we are eager to 
hear. 

A READING FROM GOD’S WORD: 1st Peter 1:8 
            “Though You have not seen Him, you love Him. Though you do not now see Him, you 
believe in Him and rejoice with joy that is unspeakable and full of Glory.” 

MESSAGE: 
THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT IS JOY 

The second fruit of our nine-week series is joy. Number one is love and number two is joy. 
There are over 200 times throughout the Bible where God talks about joy and rejoicing. I’ve 
taught around this several times here at St. Peter’s because so many scriptures deal with it in one 
way or another through other words that mean the same: enjoyment, great pleasure, gratification, 
happiness, gladness, euphoria, jubilation, delight, and on and on. We get this emotion from our 
father who created us in His likeness. He obviously takes joy in His children. 
This word also includes joy in relationships, hobbies, types of work we accomplish, etc. 
Sometimes that type of joy is temporary.  However, as Christians, we have an everlasting joy 
down deep in our hearts…joy that can and should overcome every negative situation in our lives. 
The Holy Spirit helps us to realize that with His help, we have the ability to express and exhibit 
our joy in all things. It becomes a choice. 

What makes you happy? 
Philippians 4:4: Rejoice in the Lord always & again I say rejoice. 
I Peter 1:8: Rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory. 
John 16:22: I will see you again & your heart shall rejoice and your joy no man taketh from you. 
Luke 10:20: Jesus said, Rejoice not that the spirits are subject unto you, but rather rejoice 
because your names are written in heaven. 
Nehemiah 8:10: The joy of the Lord is our strength. 
Psalms 118:24: This is the day that the Lord has made, I will rejoice and be glad in it. 
Psalms 5:11: Let them that love your name be joyful in thee. 

We are to maintain joy whether we feel like it or not. 
We’ve all noticed there are some people that express joy almost all the time. You rarely if ever 
see them walking around unhappy about something…always a smile, always a positive take on 



every circumstance in their lives. I have a sister-in-law, Anne. I promise you I have never heard 
her run anyone down, never complains about herself or her situations...always seems to put a 
positive spin on every subject (and she has had many physical issues/surgeries in her later years). 
She is probably the most positive person I know. Carmen is much like her but not to that extent. 
I’m pretty sure that I fall somewhere behind them both. However, having experienced the death 
of a spouse and son, I, along with many others know what sadness can be. Look at this: 

Joy in Tough Times 
There is a fascinating story out of the past which gives us an insight into an exciting 
bit of verse that has been set to music. Horatio Spafford had booked passage to 
England on a ship for his wife and four children. On this crossing in the North 
Atlantic, the ship ran into trouble and sank, taking his four children to a watery grave, 
but his wife miraculously escaped drowning. As soon as it was possible, she sent a 
telegraph to her husband with this succinct message: ‘SAVED ALONE.’ After being 
reunited with his wife, while on the returning voyage home, as the ship neared the 
place where his children had drowned, it is thought that this was the place he wrote 
the words that described his own grief and faith at the same time. 
When peace like a river attendeth my way, 
When sorrows like sea billows roll; 
Whatever my lot, Thou has taught me to say, 
“It is well, it is well with my soul.” 
Though Satan should buffet, tho’ trials should come, 
Let this blest assurance control, 
That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate, 
And hath shed His own blood for my soul. 
And Lord, haste the day when the faith shall be sight, 
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 
The trump shall resound and the Lord shall descend. 
“Even so” it is well with my soul. 
IT IS WELL WITH MY SOUL, 
IT IS WELL, IT IS WELL WITH MY SOUL. 

Do we still have joy in our hearts and is it well with our souls? 
“The joy of the Lord is our strength.”  Nehemiah 8:10.  
I like to say that the devil’s calling card is always bad news, fear, problems, disappointment, 
unhappiness, complaining and murmuring. It is easy to build a habit of griping about everything; 
complaining about people, those we work with, those we live with, even our own relatives and 
families. We get in the habit of griping about our government, our teachers, the weather, and on 
and on. It just becomes a habit. 
God says, “Do all things without complaining and disputing, that you may become blameless 
and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, 
among whom you shine as lights in the world.” Phil. 2:14-16. So if the devil can steal our joy, 
he has stolen our strength. 



The characteristics of Christians should be to maintain that inward joy, even under difficult 
circumstances. We need to foster a joyful heart and a radiant face. As Carmen said in her focus 
column this week, “let your eyes be smiling, even when you are wearing your mask.” We are to 
be salt and light to this world. But that is difficult. I personally am guilty of complaining about 
certain things. Three examples: I complain about our government, our elected officials who seem 
to be much more concerned about being re-elected than taking care of the people they have been 
entrusted to serve. I complain about our supreme court who has mocked God’s word and taken it 
upon themselves to determine what is right and wrong in major moral issues in our country. 
Several of these fly in the face of the precepts of almighty God. Also, I complain when “pokers” 
in their cars tend to speed up and race you when you try to pass them in the designated passing 
lanes on the highway. 
As I have told you several times before, I personally teach ultra-rich, thick, whipping cream, but 
sometimes I live and behave like…. skim milk. But remember, I am only your interim. 
Hopefully, your new pastor will be closer to being the ultra-rich, thick, whipping cream that you 
deserve.… I say with a smile. 

We will have joy knowing that we have a marvelous future ahead and that our names are 
written down in the Lamb’s Book of Life. 
At some moment in time, each of us will close our eyes and take one last breath of air on planet 
earth. What an amazing future we can look forward to. God says that “as it is written: eye has not 
seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the things that God has prepared for 
those who love Him.” 1 Cor. 2:9. 
I guess everyone has wondered and pondered what heaven really will be like. But God says it has 
never even entered our heart those things that He has prepared for us. When we think about all 
the beautiful things on this earth that God has made and we have seen, I can’t think of anything 
greater. Now there are people all around us who never really appreciate the beauty of God’s 
handiwork on this earth. I like the saying, “Men search for God and fancy Him concealed, when 
in earth’s most common things, He stands revealed.” So if we recognize His hand in all that we 
see here on earth, it is difficult to imagine something totally beyond and greater than we have 
seen. Does that make sense to you? Remember what the Queen of Sheba said after seeing the 
glory of Solomon’s kingdom? “Oh, the half has never yet been told.” 
My point is since we know we’ll leave this temporary assignment on planet earth and graduate to 
an unfathomable place where we will spend eternity, how can we not always have joy in the 
Lord when we face temporary problems on earth? 
I have a memory saying that I used at my mother’s funeral. “Tomorrow, in that land of eternal 
day, all of our yesterdays, with their pain, sorrows, disappointments, and defeat, will fade into 
nothingness, and looking upon the face of Him whom our soul loves will be our grandest 
reward.” When I think and know where my mother is, I have to smile.  
Friends, it is a win, win for us! Paul said, “To live is Christ, to die is gain!” Phil. 1:21. We are 
blessed! The devil and his mad-dog bunch will have lost and we will forever be filled with the 
joy and glory of the kingdom of heaven! I don’t know about you, but if that doesn’t light your 
fire, then as the saying goes, “your wood is wet.” 
The Bible says, “But know this, that in the last days perilous times shall come, for men shall be 
lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, 



unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of 
good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure, rather than lovers of God. Having a form 
of Godliness but denying its power. And from such people, turn away.” 2 Tim. 3:1-5. 
But we as Christians must continue to stay the course in things we have learned from our Lord 
Jesus. We should strive every day to be more like Him. We need to do this without regard for our 
situation and circumstances. This is another “day that the Lord has made, I [we] will rejoice and 
be glad in it.” 
Lord help us to grow and maintain our joy in You. 
Ahhh, the joy of belonging to the lord! 

Next Week: The Fruit of the Spirit is Peace! 
DOXOLOGY: 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below. Praise Him above 
ye heavenly hosts. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen 

HYMN FOR THE JOURNEY: The Savior is Waiting 
The Savior is waiting to enter your heart, Why don't you let Him come in. 
There's nothing in this world to keep you apart, What is your answer to Him. 

CHORUS: 
Time after time He has waited before, And now He is waiting again, 
To see if you're willing to open the door, Oh how He wants to come in. 

If you'll take one step toward the Savior, my friend, You'll find His arms open wide. 
Receive Him, and all of your darkness will end, Within your heart He'll abide. 

CHORUS: 

BENEDICTION: 
May the Lord bless you and keep you. May He cause His face to shine upon you. May He lift up 
His countenance unto you, and give you peace. Amen 
Christian brothers and sisters, no matter our situation in life or how old we are, always 
remember…we have a marvelous future ahead of us! Keep the faith, stay the course, and carry 
on bravely. 

WE LOVE EACH OF YOU. MAY GOD RICHLY BLESS YOU IN THE COMING 
WEEK! 
Pastor Larry and Carmen 
 


