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ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL UCC 

   Faithfully serving in Jesus' name since 1880. Honoring traditions of the past, growing spiritually in the present and preparing for the future. 

 
Greetings Church Family! 
 
Happy (almost) Easter to you all! Spring 
has officially begun and things are go-
ing on in full bloom at church.  Make 
sure you check out activities that we are 
having including extra services, book 
study, or even try to make it on Sunday 
morning for Sunday school at 9:30AM.  
 
I wanted to take a moment to say thank you to all the musicians 
in our church for all of the volunteer time that they give to make 
our worship experience lovely for all. I appreciate that the choir, 
the piano, the organ, the song leader, and the guitar player (and 
occasional banjo) take time to practice and give us another 
beautiful way to worship.  
 
Go into the month of April ready to join with us in all of our activi-
ties and feel free to reach out to me if you'd like to meet privately 

or if you have a prayer request! 
 

  Blessings,  

  Pastor Brittany 
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Friendship Guild Report 

 On 3/11/23 Guild President, Diane Zell, called the meeting to order with 7 members attending.  Judy Crockett gave 

the devotion entitled, "Brokenness."  Minutes were approved as read by Diane Zell.  Thanks to some generous donations to the 

Ladies' Friendship Guild, the bank balance as of 3/1/23 was $4,139.70.  There were no cards sent out this month.  Denise 

Hampton was unable to give the Church Board Report as board members had not yet met at the time of the Friendship Guild 

Meeting. Under Old Business Chris Rauch conveyed a message from Mrs.Wm.Taylor to the ladies of Saint Peter's Friendship 

Guild.  At the passing of her husband in May of 2022, she received a sympathy card from the Guild members which was 

signed by all who were present at the time.  She was very touched & comforted by it & wanted to let us know how much 

she appreciated that!  There was no actual New Business, but upcoming dates for Lenten activities, book discussion 

dates  about the United Church of Christ, & a reminder to set the clocks forward was mentioned. Denise H. googled the history 

of Daylight Savings Time & read it aloud to the group.  Chris Rauch gave the topic titled, "A Story To Live By," by Ann Wells 

from one of the, "Chicken Soup for the Soul" book series. The meeting was closed with The Lord's Prayer & refreshments were 

enjoyed afterwards.  Next month's meeting will be held on April 15th at 10:00 a.m.  All ladies (& friends) are encouraged & 

welcome to attend!  Respectfully Submitted,   Chris Rauch, Secretary 
 
   

Sunday, April 2: -Palm Sunday Service and Communion 

                                   10:30 am @ St. Peter’s Church 

 

Thursday, April 6:  -Maundy Thursday Service 

                                           7:00 pm @ St. Peter’s Church 

 

Sunday, April 9: -Community Easter Sunrise Service 

                                       6:30 am  Billings Catholic Church 

   -Easter Service and Communion 

                                      10:30 am @ St. Peter’s Church 

There is a green hill far away, 
outside a city wall, 
where our dear Lord was crucified 
who died to save us all. 

We may not know, we cannot tell, 
what pains he had to bear, 
but we believe it was for us 
he hung and suffered there. 

He died that we might be forgiven, 
he died to make us good, 
that we might go at last to heaven, 
saved by his precious blood. 

There was no other good enough 
to pay the price of sin, 
he only could unlock the gate 
of heaven and let us in. 

O dearly, dearly has he loved! 
And we must love him too, 
and trust in his redeeming blood, 
and try his works to do. 

Cecil Frances Alexander 
1818-1895 

Easter Community Sunrise Service 

Sunday, April 9 at 6:30 am 

Billings Catholic Church 
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Book Study  
Weds, April 26 at 6:30 pm 

*Meet in person or via Zoom* 

The book is: 

That We May All (Finally!) Be One  

by Susan Mary Gast 

April Scriptures 
Maundy Thursday--April 6, 2023 

 Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14  Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19  1 Corinthians 11:23-26 John 13:1-17  
Good Friday--April 7, 2023 

 Isaiah 52:13-53:12 Psalm 22 Hebrews 10:16-25    John 18:1-19:42 
April 9, 2023--Easter Day 

 Acts 10:34-43 Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  Colossians 3:1-4 John 20:1-18 
Second Sunday of Easter--April 16, 2023 

Acts 2:14a, 22-32 Psalm 16  1 Peter 1:3-9 John 20:19-31 
Third Sunday of Easter--April 23, 2023 

Acts 2:14a, 36-41 Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 1 Peter 1:17-23 Luke 24:13-35 
Fourth Sunday of Easter--April 30, 2023 

Acts 2:42-47 Psalm 23 1 Peter 2:19-25 John 10:1-10 

You’re Invited! 

The Billings United Methodist Church and First Baptist Church are 

hosting a Community Breakfast at the Billings Baptist Church 

following the Community Easter Sunrise Service. 

 

 

    Spring Fling! 

April 22, 2023 

6:00 pm 

at  

Alan/Pat Ware’s 

Come enjoy the garden, food, and fellowship! 

4908 Zoller Road, Billings 

 

May Newsletter Deadline 

Due on Friday, April 28, 2023 

Send to Mary Kastendieck  

Email:  marykasten@gmail.com  

Call or text:  913-594-2484 

Trusting the unseen 

A gardener planted two peony bulbs side by side. In a few weeks, as expected, the first one poked a single stem through the 

ground. The other would soon follow, the gardener thought. But it didn’t. Many more weeks went by with no sign of life. 

Then one day, to his surprise, not one but five leaf points poked through the soil at once. When the peony bloomed, its 

flowers were more beautiful and numerous than those of the first bulb. John Piper said, “In every situation God is doing a 

thousand things that we cannot see and do not know.” When God seems to have forgotten you and hope fails, don’t despair. 

God is at work, and someday you will see. 



Mission Update from Paul/Jen Schaefer 

March 26, 2023 

Dear friends and family, 

Happy Spring! Paul made it back from Ghana safely, is unpacked, and back into the 
swing of balancing things here in Missouri and things in Ghana. 

Thank you so much for your prayers for his trip and for the linguistics course in Tama-
le. This was a big push for all of us but we are thankful it all went pretty well. They 
had a good group of students for the course, both consultants in training (CiTs) and others, who engaged 
with the topics presented and worked hard throughout the time (see pictures below). Because time was 
short, Paul was in Tamale almost the whole time, just running the linguistics course. He did take two days 
over a weekend to run out to Bole but there wasn't time to work with the translation team this time dur-
ing the brief time out there. 

This time, the two-week linguistics course focused more on "pragmatics" (meaning in context)--on how 
context affects and illuminates meaning and language usage, which is particularly applicable to translation. 
So, during the course, they also did some hands-on specific examples and exercises, using Biblical texts, 
especially from the book of Leviticus. (see pictures below) 

Since his return to Missouri, Paul has hit the ground run-
ning, continuing to work with the translators on Zoom, 
and corresponding with the student teachers and their 
mentors (Eden and Samua) to keep the literacy work on 
track. 

But it was also spring break for the kids so it has been fun 

hanging out with them a bit more. Also, last weekend 

was Jen's dad's birthday and we were able to all gather 

together for that celebration, which was special for him to have all of us together. 

Praises: 

--We thank God that the course in Ghana went well and everyone seemed engaged and eager to learn. 

--That Paul had a safe trip there and back again, with minimal sickness. 

--And we are thankful that Paul was able to get over jet-lag quickly (both in Ghana and here in Missouri) 
so as to hit the ground running and keep the 
work going. 

--Also, we give thanks for computers and tech-

nology that allows us to communicate regularly 

and send funds for ministry activities as well as 

hold translation meetings while we are apart. 

Continued on Page 5 ... 

Paul teaching the linguistics course in Tamale-- 



 

Prayer Requests: 

--Pray for good health, strength and wisdom for each of us here and for the team. 

--And pray especially for Eden who has been sick with typhoid and for Micah who has had COVID. 

--Please pray for Paul and the translation team as they meet each week, for other issues to not crowd out 
work time and for their time together to be productive. 

--Also pray for all the computers and various technologies to continue to work well (we had a number of 
issues in February before Paul's trip to Ghana). 

--Now that the linguistics course is over, pray that Nicholas and the translation team will be able to resume 
the Reviewers' meetings for more people to read and give feedback on the translated scriptures. 

--Also pray for additional monthly supporters and special, one-time gifts for specific projects. We've had a 
number of supporters have to stop giving due to retirement, inflation or other financial constraints. 

Thanks so much for praying for Paul, the course, and for all of us 
while he was away! We appreciate your prayers and support! 

Serving together, 

Paul and Jen Schaefer 

Caleb, Micah, Josiah and Sarah 

Continued from Page 4... 

To partner with Wycliffe to support our ministry financially: 

Checks can be written to: 
Wycliffe Bible Translators 
 
with a separate note saying: 
'With preference for the Wycliffe ministry of Paul and Jennifer Schaefer #303484' 
 
and mailed to: 
Wycliffe Bible Translators 
P.O. Box 628200 
Orlando FL 32862-8200 

Or, for ONLINE giving through Wycliffe: 
Go to Wycliffe.org, click on "missionaries", and choose "find a missionary". 
Below the search bar, click on "view unlisted missionary page" (we try to keep a low internet pro-
file) 
[ or you can go directly to: https://www.wycliffe.org/partner/give-to-the-ministry-of-my-wycliffe-
missionary ] 
On this page, enter our names or finance ID number or both: Paul and Jennifer Schaefer 303484 
It gives the options for e-check (free), or credit/debit card (deducts a fee from the donation) 

https://www.wycliffe.org/partner/give-to-the-ministry-of-my-wycliffe-missionary
https://www.wycliffe.org/partner/give-to-the-ministry-of-my-wycliffe-missionary
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                             ST.  PETER'S  EVANGELICAL  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST   

          

FINANCIAL  REPORT                       FEBRUARY  2023 

          

CASH  ON  HAND   FEBRUARY  1,  2023      $  130,011.02   

          

RECEIPTS: Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4  TOTAL   

  Current Exp.      970.00         700.00      1,320.00      1,520.00        4,510.00    

  Loose           7.00           20.00              5.00             32.00    

  School Meal Debt      200.00              200.00    

  Paw  Packs      100.00              100.00    

  Little  Food  Pantry      100.00                 100.00    

TOTALS     1,377.00         720.00      1,320.00      1,525.00             4,942.00   

          

RENTAL  INCOME                2,550.00   

INTEREST  INCOME                  183.63   

          

TOTAL CASH ON HAND AND MONTHLY RECEIPTS     $  137,686.65   

          
                        ST.  PETER'S  EVANGELICAL  UCC  

            ACTUAL  ANALYSIS  

                         2023   
      
  ACTUAL  ACTUAL  

  RECEIPTS  
DISBURSE-

MENTS  

  FOR  CUR.  FOR  CUR.  

  EXPENSE  EXPENSE  

      

 JANUARY 
                
6,935                    10,034   

 FEBRUARY 
                
7,276                      6,621   

 MARCH                      -                             -     

 APRIL                      -                             -     

 MAY                      -                             -     

 JUNE                      -                             -     

 JULY                      -                             -     

 AUGUST                      -                             -     

 SEPTEMBER                      -                             -     

 OCTOBER                      -                             -     

 NOVEMBER                      -                             -     

 DECEMBER                      -                             -     

 YTD 

              
14,211                    16,655   

      

               DIFFERENCE  =    (2,444)   
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A Strange thing happened at the funeral…. 

Jesus once came across a funeral procession and did something strange. He walked up to the 
boy’s grieving mother and said: “don’t cry.” 

That poor lady might have said: “Why not weep? It is time. I have lost my only son.” 

But Jesus reached out and touched the open coffin. This was a strange thing for a Jew to do. 
You see, when a Jew came in contact with the dead, it made him unclean for several days. But 
this didn’t stop Jesus. He touched that open coffin and said: “Young man, I tell you, get up!” 
And, immediately, that young man sat up and started talking. 

He had been dead but now was alive – by the power of Jesus Christ! How happy that mother 
must have been. Her son was dead but now he was alive again. I am certain that mother 
thanked Jesus from the bottom of her heart. 

News of this event spread far and wide. Here was a young man. He had been dead for some 
time – for there was always a period of preparation in those early days. 

Therefore, there was no doubt in anyone’s mind. This young man had been dead. But now, 
through the power of God, he now lived (Luke 7:11-18). 

Such a miracle was truly wonderful. Here, the power of God was demonstrated. It could not 
be faked. There was no attempt to fool someone. Jesus spoke a command and that young 
man awoke from the sleep of death. 

Jesus has power over death.  Did you know that when we are baptized into Christ, we are 
brought back to life from a spiritual death? Before baptism, we were slaves to sin and death 
but by our commitment to Christ we were resurrected to a new life with a new hope (Romans 
6:1-5).  (by Larry Fitzgerald) 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 Luke 7:11-17 (NIV)  Jesus Raises a Widow’s Son 

11 Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd went along 
with him. 12 As he approached the town gate, a dead person was being carried out—the only son of 
his mother, and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the town was with her. 13 When the 
Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and he said, “Don’t cry.” 

14 Then he went up and touched the bier they were carrying him on, and the bearers stood still. He 
said, “Young man, I say to you, get up!” 15 The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him 
back to his mother. 

16 They were all filled with awe and praised God. “A great prophet has appeared among us,” they said. 
“God has come to help his people.” 17 This news about Jesus spread throughout Judea and the sur-
rounding country. 



Nursing Home Care:   

Judy Rauch 

Health & Wellness:   

Larry Mathews, Steve Netzer, Jean Ann/Jenise 

Huffman, Aaron Sears (Denise Hampton re-

quest), Jeannette Wilson (Friend of Cindy 

Wagemann), Dwight Worstenholm (Chris 

Rauch’s brother), Ann Staiger (Hearing), 

Shirley Snyder (Luella Thomas’s Friend-

cancer), Brandy Richter, Mike Rauch, Mary 

Steinmann, Pat Barker, Jennifer Williams,  

Alicia Verch, Jessie Verch, Mary Beyer, Jami 

Stocker, Norma Wagemann, Stan Pendergras, 

Johnie Shoemate, Herman Johansen, Carolyn 

Zell, Martha Hadden, Amber Henderson, Gene 

Boyd, and all those dealing with illnesses. 

In Sympathy:  

Family of Emmitt Laney 

Happy Birthday to… 

04/01 Cody Verch 

04/03 Sierra Watson 

04/05 Jean Robinson 

04/08 Shauntae Staiger 

04/18 Mark Schultz 

04/19 Kelsey Rumley 

04/21 Millie Webb 

04/28 Caleb Schaefer 

04/30 Lavona Lurvey 

Happy Anniversary to… 
     04/12 Doug/Deanna Dahlman 

     04/13 Joe/Brittany Scaringello 

     04/25 Jay/Shauntae Staiger 

     04/18 Jess/Millie Webb 

     04/22 Fred/Diane Zell 

Missions Moment and Prayer Request from Pastor Higgins 
About 2 weeks ago Lisa and I were asked to go to Poland for a month. 
Our focus will be to help some missionaries there who are over-
whelmed with dealing with Ukrainian crisis. We'll be gone April 11 
thru May 9.  It doesn't matter where I go, it seems like I'm a guy that 
gets called in to fill in and do some quick adjusting.  If y'all could pray 
for us, that would be wonderful. 

Thanks, 

Pastor Carey Higgins 



St. Peter’s Evangelical UCC 
303 NE Pine 
PO Box 250 
Billings, MO 65610 


